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Introduction  

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) welcomes the opportunity to provide a 

submission to to the Department of Regional NSW, Mining Exploration and Geoscience (MEG) on the draft 

Protocol for evidencing proof of extinguishment of native title (Protocol). 

 

About AMEC 

AMEC is a leading national minerals industry association representing over 450 member companies across 

Australia. Our members are explorers, emerging miners, producers, and a wide range of businesses and 

services working in and for the minerals industry.  

 

The native title proof of extinguishment process can be difficult and confusing for miners and explorers 

Many matters concerning native title requirements for the minerals industry in NSW can be difficult and 

confusing to miners and explorers, particularly those who are new to the jurisdiction. The process for evidencing 

proof of extinguishment of native title can be particularly difficult and we welcome the initiative to improve 

guidance on this important process. It is, however, disappointing that Government has not taken the time to 

update this document ahead of industry review. 

 

AMEC offers the following recommendations to ensure the Protocol offers clear and concise guidance to the 

minerals industry on this important process: 

1. Convert this document to a form or checklist to accompany a Guideline  

The Protocol effectively is guidance for industry on how to present information to Government. This would be 

more clearly presented as a form with checklist for attachments that accompanies guidance information.  

AMEC recommends that the Protocol is converted to a form or checklist and accompanied by guidance 

information.  

2. Ensure the Protocol is consistent with other MEG documentation 

MEG provides a variety of documentation to industry including Guidelines, Code, Protocols, etc. The majority 

appear in the same or similar format; however, the Protocol is presented differently to other MEG documents. 

Consistency across documents and in naming conventions would ensure that all MEG documentation easier to 

understand and clearly show that the document has come from MEG. 

https://amecinc.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/Ec0D23AUpv9KnpVy4PiBA7cBY_ec6qGea5U8qBqT3BOTxQ
https://amecinc.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/Ec0D23AUpv9KnpVy4PiBA7cBY_ec6qGea5U8qBqT3BOTxQ
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AMEC recommends the Protocol is presented in the same way as other MEG documentation, with the same 

formatting and naming convention, if appropriate.  

3. Update the digital options for provision of information 

The Protocol states that “information/documents referred to in this protocol should be provided in hard copy and 

digitally on compact disc or USB” with no direction on where hard copies should be posted nor the format for 

files. All these options do not align with the current standard of sending documentation ie as PDF by email or 

through Dropbox or similar.   

AMEC recommends that the method of provision of supporting information is updated to be via email in PDF 

form. 

4. Clearly label the Land Tenure Schedule and make it available as an editable file 

The Protocol states that the Land Tenure Schedule is attached to the Protocol, however the table on the last 

page is labeled “Land and Native Title Extinguishment Assessment”. If this is the same as the Land Tenure 

Schedule this should be clearly stated. This table should also be provided as an editable file to allow title 

holders to fill it out for multiple lots within the application area of the mining title. 

AMEC recommends the Land Tenure Schedule is clearly labeled and provided as an editable file.  

5. Ensure all terms and acronyms are defined in the text and update the name of the Department 

The nature of this topic requires the use of numerous terms and acronyms which require clear definitions. All 

acronyms should be defined in the text for clarity for the reader, however a number of acronyms in the Protocol 

have not been defined, including CNTA, PSPA, DRE. We believe that DRE refers to Division of Resources and 

Energy, an outdated name for MEG. Further, the Protocol refers to ‘certified copies’ but does not clarify what or 

how documents should be certified. 

AMEC recommends that all terms are defined and for ease of understanding for the reader  including CNTA, 

PSPA, DRE, certified copies.  

6. Include more detail of and links to any documents referred to in the text 

At the bottom of page 1 of the Protocol, the reader is referred to ‘Industry Guidelines’ with no further reference 

for information on what ‘Industry Guidelines’ are referenced. 

AMEC recommends that any documents referred to in the text are clearly defined and links are provided. 

 

AMEC looks forward to further consultation on this important matter. If you have any queries regarding this 

submission, please do not hesitate to contact:  

Lucy McClean 

Director – New South Wales, Victoria & Tasmania  

 


