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Introduction  

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to provide a submission to the Northern Territory Infrastructure 

Framework Position Paper. The Framework presents a detailed analysis of the Northern Territory’s 

infrastructure priorities to support the ambitious goal of achieving a $40B economy by 2030. In this 

submission we have listed infrastructure initiatives AMEC recommends be considered as a priority 

and included within the Framework. 

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is the national industry body 

representing over 460 mining and mineral exploration companies across Australia, the majority of 

which have project interests in WA. AMEC has 34 member companies with project interests in the 

Northern Territory. 

The mining and exploration industry make a critical contribution to the Northern Territory economy, 

employing over 2,700 people in 2020-21 and collectively paying over $428 million in royalties. In 

2020, The Fraser Institute Annual Survey of Mining Companies ranked the Northern Territory as the 

19th most attractive investment jurisdiction. In 2020-21, over $128.3 was spent on mineral exploration 

in the Territory, and more than $4 billion was generated in mineral production. 

Infrastructure Framework Position Paper 

General feedback 

The intent behind NT Infrastructure’s Position Paper is supported by AMEC. It acknowledges the 

need to adopt a forward-looking approach to infrastructure planning and development to best equip 

the NT to seize future opportunities, without foregoing current opportunities, by considering their 

associated infrastructure requirements.  

AMEC continues to advocate to Government the need to quickly secure future opportunities for 

industry’s development across the Northern Territory. We are currently in a limited window of 

opportunity to swiftly undertake a number of projects that will further strengthen and diversify the 

Territory’s economy, creating long-term benefits, including the royalties that are used to develop 

schools, hospitals and roads, and the creation of jobs and a highly skilled workforce.  

Infrastructure is critical to the development of mining and mineral exploration activity. The success of 

the sector directly correlates with the availability of Government-supported infrastructure to bolster 

mineral exploration. It is important that mineral exploration and mining are allocated a fair share of 

infrastructure priority and funding to further current projects, and encourage future projects. Without 
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mineral exploration future mines will not be discovered, as current mine resources are depleted. 

Discovery of the mines of the future provides the long-term social and economic benefits mining 

projects afford to the regions in which they are developed, and the wider Territorian and Australian 

economies.  

There are currently 20 projects in the approvals pipeline, representing over $6.56 billion in combined 

capital expenditure. These near-term projects will be competing for a limited pool of resources and 

funding, recognising the need to prioritise projects to limit delays. There is impetus to implement 

measures now, that will strategically work through competition for limited resources and funding.  

Mineral exploration and mining sector 

AMEC continues to call on State, Territory and Commonwealth Governments to prioritise and fast-

track both soft and hard, common-user infrastructure, required to support the development of 

producing mines and encourage mineral exploration to replace current mines. 

Independent research indicates only 1 in 135 mineral exploration discoveries turn into producing 

projects, and deposits that are developed into producing mines have an average delay between 

discovery and production of 13 years. The cyclical nature of mining combined with a trend increase in 

depth at which discoveries are being made, means Industry is depleting resources at a much faster 

rate than it is replacing them.  

The Territory needs to capitalise on opportunities for heightened investment. Doing so successfully 

will enable the Territory to reap the economic and social benefits afforded by mineral exploration and 

mining projects. Priority should be given to ensuring that near-term projects are supported by the 

required infrastructure, sooner rather than later.  

Commonwealth Government support 

The Position Paper is an extensive overview of the forward-looking strategy, foundations and 

influencers to infrastructure in the Territory. However, the Position Paper is lacking detail on how 

future infrastructure projects will be funded.  

AMEC strongly supports the function of Infrastructure NT to ‘represent and advocate for the Territory’s 

infrastructure interests nationally’. Financial support from the Commonwealth Government is a 

requirement to ensure that the infrastructure projects that will help transform the Territory’s economy 

are built.  Other than engaging potentially complex financial arrangements such as public-private 

partnerships, the Commonwealth Government is the institution with the financial capacity and the 

policy intent to support the growth of the NT. 

It is frustrating to note that until February 2021 the Northern Territory did not have a single project or 

initiative that was considered a “High Priority Project”, a “Priority Project”, or a “High Priority Initiative” 

in Infrastructure Australia’s priority list.  Whereas, New South Wales has five of the twelve projects, 

i.e. infrastructure projects that are now already being developed. 

 It is a failure of the Territory to promote these projects and communicate their vast benefits to the 

Commonwealth Government. In order to build these projects, the Territory needs to prioritise seeking 

Commonwealth funding. The Strategy needs accessing funding as its number one strategic objective, 

as without funding the identified projects will remain unrealised. 
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Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility (NAIF) 

The commitment of the Commonwealth Government to the development of Northern Australia 

infrastructure through the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility (NAIF) is a welcome 

acknowledgment of the support required to develop these areas. AMEC has supported the existence 

of NAIF since inception, providing multiple submissions to, and attending regular meetings with 

various Government representatives. 

The Position Paper only briefly refers to the NAIF in outlining Australian Government Policies. AMEC 

considers that much greater emphasis should be placed on NAIF and how this can support NT 

Infrastructure. NAIF provides the Territory with a great opportunity to partner with the Commonwealth 

Government to support and accelerate development of key infrastructure projects in the Northern 

Territory.  

NT Infrastructure should undertake a comprehensive review of how NAIF, and similar Commonwealth 

Government Policies, can work in conjunction with NT Infrastructure to identify and streamline priority 

projects.  

Tanami Track  

The Commonwealth Government’s $5 Billion commitment to the Northern Australian Infrastructure 

Facility is an acknowledgment that the development of Northern Australia is limited by a lack of 

infrastructure.  A key project that both the Territory and Commonwealth Government have identified 

as needed, that will transform the Territory and open a new mineral’s province is the Tanami Track. 

The Tanami Track extends 1,014 kilometres from Halls Creek, Western Australia to the Stuart 

Highway in the Northern Territory. Two-thirds of the road is unsealed, and a large portion is 

‘unformed’. The road is notoriously difficult to drive on, and frequently washed away in the wet 

season.  

In its current unsealed state, the Tanami Track is a major issue not only for industry, but also for 

pastoralists, tourism, and the Aboriginal communities in the region. The poor condition of the track 

often leaves vehicles damaged, resulting in delays in the transport of goods and incurring costs for 

the repair and ongoing maintenance of the vehicles. 

An indigenous community along the Tanami Track, Yuendumu, were featured in the ABC television 

series, Bush Mechanics.  The series is predicated on how unforgiving the Tanami Track is on their 

vehicles and how their isolation forces ingenuity. 

The Tanami track was also listed as a priority project for the NT Government in the 10-Year 

Infrastructure Plan 2017 - 2026.   The key driver was to “Support the economic development of the 

mining industry”. 

This initiative will address the limited economic opportunities for people in the region. The benefits of 

sealing the Tanami Track extend beyond mining to supporting tourism and pastoral operations and 

the indigenous communities who live along the Tanami track.  This infrastructure will transform the 

connectedness of communities that reside in the Tanami. 

This infrastructure project has been listed as a near term priority initiative for the next 0-5 years 

requiring a business case. AMEC considers that this project must be accelerated and developed. 
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In the long term the development of infrastructure, such as the Tanami Track, will transform the 

Northern Territory.  In the short term, the development of this road infrastructure, particularly if local 

contractors are employed, will provide needed stimulus to the regional Northern Territory. 

Tennant Creek Processing Facility 

In 2017, the NT Government undertook a feasibility study of developing a gold processing mill in 

Tennant Creek. Surrounding Tennant Creek are a substantial number of small gold deposits that 

would become economic to mine, if the processing costs were reduced by a centralised gold mill.1 

The NT Geological Survey quantified the opportunity, conservatively estimating over 1.3 million 

ounces (41 tonnes) of known remaining gold resources in 36 hard rock and three tailings deposits. 

Currently one million ounces is defined to Joint Ore Reserves Committee status.  

In November 2017, the Government committed to the development of a central gold processing 

facilities.  Then TRL Tennant Creek Pty Ltd’s Warrego Gold Ore Treatment Plant were authorised on 

4 January 2019 to commence refurbishment works to the existing Warrego Mill. 

Since that announcement, three years have lapsed, and TRL Tennant Creek has gone into 

liquidation.2 The refurbishment of the Warrego Mill remains listed as a major project on the 

Department of industry, Trade, and Tourism’s website under Projects and Initiatives. However, this 

information has not been updated since 23 January 2019, and no reassurance has been given to 

industry that this project will be taken on by another proponent.3 industry is both doubtful and 

concerned that it will not eventuate.  AMEC calls on the Government to provide a clear plan with 

timeframes to drive the development of a mill that will provide a pathway from production to 

processing and gold bullion. AMEC suggest the Government engage with multiple potential 

proponents to create a common user facility. 

Mobile black spots in the NT 

Mobile black spots are considerable and ongoing challenge to Territorians. In 2022, all Australians 

should be able to expect efficient and immediate mobile coverage, including across the Northern 

Territory.  

Improved mobile coverage across the Territory will allow proponents to unlock access to new 

technologies and digital solutions. 

The Commonwealth Government’s commitment of $380 million to the Mobile Black Spot Program, 

supported by mobile network operators, is the first step in improving coverage and connection. In the 

2021-22 Federal Budget, $75.2 million was announced as part of the Connecting Northern Australia 

initiative which will support the connectivity needs of remote communities and projects in the Northern 

Territory, and other parts of Northern Australia. 

 

1 https://newsroom.nt.gov.au/article?id=27078  
2https://publishednotices.asic.gov.au/browsesearch-notices/notice-details/TRL-Tennant-Creek-Pty-Ltd-

626491861/fe1642b7-bbdc-45c7-a0ba-
93839eb057bf?appointment=Creditors%27%20Voluntary%20Liquidation&noticepurpose=All&noticestate=All  
3 https://industry.nt.gov.au/projects-and-initiatives/mining-and-energy/tennant-creek-mining-and-gas-projects  

https://newsroom.nt.gov.au/article?id=27078
https://publishednotices.asic.gov.au/browsesearch-notices/notice-details/TRL-Tennant-Creek-Pty-Ltd-626491861/fe1642b7-bbdc-45c7-a0ba-93839eb057bf?appointment=Creditors%27%20Voluntary%20Liquidation&noticepurpose=All&noticestate=All
https://publishednotices.asic.gov.au/browsesearch-notices/notice-details/TRL-Tennant-Creek-Pty-Ltd-626491861/fe1642b7-bbdc-45c7-a0ba-93839eb057bf?appointment=Creditors%27%20Voluntary%20Liquidation&noticepurpose=All&noticestate=All
https://publishednotices.asic.gov.au/browsesearch-notices/notice-details/TRL-Tennant-Creek-Pty-Ltd-626491861/fe1642b7-bbdc-45c7-a0ba-93839eb057bf?appointment=Creditors%27%20Voluntary%20Liquidation&noticepurpose=All&noticestate=All
https://industry.nt.gov.au/projects-and-initiatives/mining-and-energy/tennant-creek-mining-and-gas-projects
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There is an opportunity for the Northern Territory Government to partner with the Commonwealth 

Government to identify avenues to support reducing mobile black spots across the Territory.  

Final comments 

AMEC welcomes infrastructure strategies which encourage the development of common user 

infrastructure projects to encourage the Territory’s mineral exploration, mining, and downstream 

potential, along with forward-thinking developments that will allow us to more easily respond to 

infrastructure demands in the future. As the Framework is further developed, AMEC requests 

continued engagement with NT Infrastructure to ensure that Industry can continue having a sound 

voice in infrastructure and strategic opportunity processes.  

 

For further information contact: 

Neil van Drunen     or   Dayna O’Leary 

Director, WA, SA, NT & Industry Policy     Policy Adviser 

AMEC         AMEC 

0407 057 443        9320 5150  

      

 


