
Lesson 18

Large Group Lesson Plan | All Ages

LESSON 18: Safe And Secure

Bible Story

The Prayers of Jesus Are Powerful

John 17

Materials

● A Bible

● A parachute

OR

● A rope or a roll of masking tapeBible Verse

“Therefore he is able, once and forever, to save

those who come to God through him. He lives

forever to intercede with God on their behalf.”

Hebrews 7:25, NLT

Identity | Who God Says I Am

I am kept by God.
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Large Group Lesson 15 Minutes

To get everyone’s attention, ask loudly, “Who Is Jesus?”

● Jesus is the Son of God.

○ Point one finger to the sky.

● Jesus came from heaven to earth.

○ Point two fingers to the sky, and then slowly bring them down to your sides to make a

giant circle.

● He lived a perfect life.

○ Give two thumbs up.

● He died on the cross to pay for our sin.

○ Hold both arms out horizontally, forming a cross.

● His body was buried in the ground.

○ Hold up both arms high above your head, and then bending low, bring your arms

down to hold your knees.

● Three days later, he rose from the dead victorious!

○ Hold up the number three. Use both hands and slowly lift them up, and then wave

both hands above your head in celebration.

● He is in heaven now preparing a place for you and me! Preparing a place for

you and me!

○ Point one finger toward heaven. Then, with two fists, tap one fist on top of the other

fist twice, and then switch the fist that is on top and do it again. You will do this

repetition twice.

● Right now he sits on a throne in heavenly places.

○ Tap your wrist like a watch. Then pretend to sit down while standing.

● There he prays to the Father for each and every one,

○ Make praying hands. Then, with those praying hands, gesture toward

others around you.

● …and sends the Holy Spirit to all God’s children.

○ Slide one hand across the palm of the other away from your body.

● One day he will come again as the eternal king

○ Hold up the number one. Then make a crown with your hands atop your head.

● …and he will turn every wrong thing, right!

○ Turn around in a circle once with two thumbs down, and when you finish, give two

thumbs up.

For this large group lesson, you will need, or you can create a large circle on the floor with a rope or

masking tape. Every time Jesus offers a prayer on their behalf, invite the children to step into the

circle. Or, if using the parachute, have the children start low to the ground, then lift the parachute

over their heads and sit down underneath it. (This is to model the protection that the prayers of

Jesus offer us.)
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The Bible tells us that one of the things Jesus is doing in heaven is praying for us.

What might Jesus be talking to the Father about?

Take student responses.

Before Jesus died on the cross or ascended into heaven, he spent his last moments

with his disciples. In their hearing, he offered up a prayer to God so they might be

encouraged and filled with joy. This prayer shows us the heart of Jesus and what he

says to the Father about us!

The following prayer that Jesus prayed for his disciples is for us too! Jesus said, “I

pray also for those who will believe in me through their message.” That can be you

and me!

Read the prayer from John 17:

After saying all these things, Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour

has come. Glorify your Son so he can give glory back to you. For you have given him

authority over everyone. He gives eternal life to each one you have given him. And

this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,

the one you sent to earth. I brought glory to you here on earth by completing the

work you gave me to do. Now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the

world began.I have revealed you to the ones you gave me from this world. They were

always yours. You gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know

that everything I have is a gift from you, for I have passed on to them the message you

gave me. They accepted it and know that I came from you, and they believe you sent

me. My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, because they

belong to you. All who are mine belong to you, and you have given them to me, so

they bring me glory.

Do you take good care of your belongings?

Take student responses.

How much more does the Father care about those who belong to him and to his son

who brings him great joy?
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Our belonging to God keeps us safe and secure. Jesus even says that it brings Jesus

honor and praise when we belong to the family of God! Jesus prays that we would

belong to God!

Now I am departing from the world; they are staying in this world, but I am coming

to you. Holy Father, you have given me your name, now protect them by the power of

your name so that they will be united just as we are. During my time here, I protected

them by the power of the name you gave me. I guarded them so that not one was lost,

except the one headed for destruction, as the Scriptures foretold.

Jesus also prays for our protection! He wants us to experience God’s power and

goodness in our lives so that we might continue to belong to God and not to the

world.

“Now I am coming to you. I told them many things while I was with them in this

world so they would be filled with my joy. I have given them your word. And the

world hates them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to

the world. I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep them safe

from the evil one. They do not belong to this world any more than I do. Make them

holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth. Just as you sent me into the

world, I am sending them into the world. And I give myself as a holy sacrifice for

them so they can be made holy by your truth.

Jesus also prays that we would be made holy (that we would become more like

Jesus)! Not only does Jesus pray this for us, but he also died on a cross so that we

would be made perfect not by our perfect lives but by Jesus’s perfect obedience.

Jesus also sends the Holy Spirit to teach us the word of God, the truth about Jesus!

We can be sure and certain that this prayer of Jesus will be answered!

“I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me

through their message. I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as

you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will

believe you sent me.

Jesus prays that everyone who believes in Jesus becomes one with God the Father

and God the Son. This may sound strange, but Jesus is praying that God’s love and

goodness would be expressed through our lives so that other people would know and

follow Jesus too!
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“I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. I am in

them and you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will

know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love me. Father, I want

these whom you have given me to be with me where I am. Then they can see all the

glory you gave me because you loved me even before the world began!

“O righteous Father, the world doesn’t know you, but I do; and these disciples know

you sent me. I have revealed you to them, and I will continue to do so. Then your love

for me will be in them, and I will be in them.”

Jesus prays to the Father that we would experience for ourselves the great love the

Father has for his Son! This means that the Father demonstrates his love toward us

in the same way he would demonstrate his love for Jesus. WOW!

Invite the children to share, “What are some of the things Jesus is praying for? How does

it make you feel to know that Jesus is praying about and asking the Father for these

things?”

Give directions and dismiss students to their small groups.
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