
Lesson 11

Large Group Lesson Plan | All Ages

LESSON 11: Forgiven

Bible Story

Jesus Died Among Criminals

Materials

● A Bible

● Three dice*

● An old t-shirt

*Materials marked with an asterisk are in the

CKC Games Bag.

Bible Verse

“He is so rich in kindness and grace that he

purchased our freedom with the blood of his

Son and forgave our sins.” Ephesians 1:7, NLT

Identity | Who God Says I Am

I can be forgiven.
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Large Group Lesson 15 Minutes

To get everyone’s attention, ask loudly, “Who Is Jesus?”

● Jesus is the Son of God.

○ Point one finger to the sky.

● Jesus came from heaven to earth.

○ Point two fingers to the sky, and then slowly bring them down to your sides to make a

giant circle.

● He lived a perfect life.

○ Give two thumbs up.

● He died on the cross to pay for our sin.

○ Hold both arms out horizontally, forming a cross.

● His body was buried in the ground.

○ Hold up both arms high above your head, and then bending low, bring your arms

down to hold your knees.

● Three days later, he rose from the dead victorious!

○ Hold up the number three. Use both hands and slowly lift them up, and then wave

both hands above your head in celebration.

● He is in heaven now preparing a place for you and me! Preparing a place for

you and me!

○ Point one finger toward heaven. Then, with two fists, tap one fist on top of the other

fist twice, and then switch the fist that is on top and do it again. You will do this

repetition twice.

● Right now he sits on a throne in heavenly places.

○ Tap your wrist like a watch. Then pretend to sit down while standing.

● There he prays to the Father for each and every one,

○ Make praying hands. Then, with those praying hands, gesture toward

others around you.

● …and sends the Holy Spirit to all God’s children.

○ Slide one hand across the palm of the other away from your body.

● One day he will come again as the eternal king

○ Hold up the number one. Then make a crown with your hands atop your head.

● …and he will turn every wrong thing, right!

○ Turn around in a circle once with two thumbs down, and when you finish, give two

thumbs up.

You will need one child to play the role of Jesus, two children to play the role of the criminals

crucified with Jesus (one child should play the repentant criminal, and the other the unrepentant

criminal), and three children to play the role of the Roman soldiers.

You will also need three dice (found in the CKC Games Bag) and a t-shirt to be used as props.
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Two criminals were led out to be executed with Jesus. (Have the two criminals, with Jesus

in between them, walk across the room as if something heavy was on their backs.) When they

came to a place called The Skull, they nailed Jesus to the cross. (The Roman soldiers

should pretend to hammer nails into Jesus’s hands and feet.) As this was taking place, Jesus

said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” (Jesus repeats the

line.)

And the criminals were also crucified—one on Jesus’s right and one on his left. (The

Roman soldiers should pretend to hammer nails into the two criminals’ hands and feet.)

And the Roman soldiers gambled for Jesus’s clothes by throwing dice. Then they sat

around and kept guard as he hung there. (Give the Roman soldiers three dice to roll, and

have them fight one another for a t-shirt.)

The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others! Let him save himself if

he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” (Ask the audience to repeat these lines.)

The soldiers mocked him, too, by offering him a drink of sour wine. They called out

to him, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” (The Roman soldiers repeat this

line.) A sign was placed above Jesus with these words: “This is the King of the Jews.”

One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you?

(The unrepentant criminal repeats this line.) Prove it by saving yourself—and us, too, while

you’re at it!” (The unrepentant criminal repeats this line.)

But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been

sentenced to die? (The repentant criminal repeats this line.) We deserve to die for our

crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong.” (The repentant criminal repeats this

line.) Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” (The

repentant criminal repeats this line.)

And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Jesus repeats

the line.)

By this time it was about noon, and darkness fell across the whole land until three

o’clock. The light from the sun was gone. And suddenly, the curtain in the sanctuary

of the Temple was torn down the middle. Then Jesus shouted, “Father, I entrust my

spirit into your hands!” (Jesus repeats the line.) And with those words he breathed his

last, dying there upon that cross. The Son of God willingly gave up his life.
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When the Roman officer overseeing the execution saw what had happened, he

worshiped God and said, “Surely this man was innocent. Truly he is the Son of God.”

(One of the Roman soldiers repeats this line.)

What surprised you about Jesus in this story?

Take student responses.

Jesus asked his Father to forgive those who were crucifying him! Jesus also showed

forgiveness to the criminal being crucified beside him! Can we not also be forgiven?

Let’s talk about that more in small groups.

Give directions and dismiss students to their small groups.

Club Curriculum SY 2022-2023


