
Lesson 3

Large Group Lesson Plan | All Ages

LESSON 3: In My Father’s House

Bible Story

The Boy Goes Missing! Luke 2:41-52

Materials

● A Bible

● Handout 1, one copy printed in color

Bible Verse

“Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name.” Matthew 6:9 (NLT)

Identity | Who God Says I Am

I belong in the presence of God, my Father.

Club Curriculum SY 2022-2023



In My Father’s House: Large Group Lesson | 2

Large Group Lesson 15 Minutes

To get everyone’s attention, ask, “Who is Jesus?”

● Jesus is the Son of God.

○ Point one finger to the sky.

● Jesus came from heaven to earth.

○ Point two fingers to the sky, and then slowly bring them down to your sides to make a

giant circle.

● He lived a perfect life.

○ Give two thumbs up.

● He died on the cross to pay for our sin.

○ Hold both arms out horizontally, forming a cross.

● His body was buried in the ground.

○ Hold up both arms high above your head, and then bending low, bring your arms

down to hold your knees.

● Three days later, he rose from the dead victorious!

○ Hold up the number three. Use both hands and slowly lift them up, and then wave

both hands above your head in celebration.

● He is in heaven now preparing a place for you and me! Preparing a place for you

and me!

○ Point one finger toward heaven. Then, with two fists, tap one fist on top of the other

fist twice, and then switch the fist that is on top and do it again. You will do this

repetition twice.

● Right now he sits on a throne in heavenly places.

○ Tap your wrist like a watch. Then pretend to sit down while standing.

● There he prays to the Father for each and every one,

○ Make praying hands. Then, with those praying hands, gesture toward

others around you.

● …and sends the Holy Spirit to all God’s children.

○ Slide one hand across the palm of the other away from your body.

● One day he will come again as the eternal king

○ Hold up the number one. Then make a crown with your hands atop your head.

● …and he will turn every wrong thing, right!

○ Turn around in a circle once with two thumbs down, and when you finish, give two

thumbs up.

Jesus is the Son of God. He is fully God and fully human, so he reveals the whole truth

about who God is and the whole truth about who people are and how people are to

relate to God. With that in mind, let’s explore today’s Bible story!

Read from Luke 2:41-52 in the New Living Translation:

Continues on next page →
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Every year Jesus’ parents went to the city of Jerusalem for the Passover festival.

When Jesus was twelve years old, they attended the festival as usual.

After the celebration was over, they started home to Nazareth, but Jesus stayed

behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t miss him at first, because they assumed he

was among the other travelers. But when he didn’t show up that evening, they started

looking for him among their relatives and friends.

Before the club session, hide the picture of Jesus (Handout 1) somewhere in the large group space.

When the students hear that Jesus has gone missing in the Bible story, let them go and

look for Jesus.

When the students find the picture of Jesus, ask them the following questions:

● How do you think Mary and Joseph were feeling?

● Where do you think Jesus was found?

Continue to read from Luke 2:45-52:

When they couldn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to search for him there.

Three days later they finally discovered him in the Temple, sitting among the religious

teachers, listening to them and asking questions. All who heard him were amazed at

his understanding and his answers.

His parents didn’t know what to think. “Son,” his mother said to him, “why have you

done this to us? Your father and I have been frantic, searching for you everywhere.”

“But why did you need to search?” he asked. “Didn’t you know that I must be in my

Father’s house?” But they didn’t understand what he meant.

Then he returned to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. And his mother

stored all these things in her heart.

Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and all the people.

Now that we’ve read the story, I’d like to ask you, what are some things you notice

about Jesus?

Take student responses.

Continues on next page →
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Something that stood out to me was that Jesus was surprised that his parents didn’t

understand that he MUST be in his Father’s house, in the presence of God the Father.

When someone says they must do something, they are saying that it is necessary, as

necessary as eating food or drinking water or getting enough sleep!

Jesus was saying that it was necessary for him to spend time with his Father and to

communicate with him in prayer.

Jesus was about twelve years old in the story we read today. Throughout Jesus’s life

on earth, he was communicating with and connecting with his Father in heaven in

prayer.

● Before Jesus called people to follow him, he prayed through the night. (Luke

6:12)

● Jesus would go and spend time alone with his Father to give his full attention to

God. (Mark 1:35).

● Miracles happened as Jesus prayed to his Father in heaven. (Luke 9:16; John

11:41-42)

Jesus is both fully God and fully human. Jesus reveals the truth about who God is and

who people are. The life Jesus lived reveals to us what God intended our lives to be

like, yet we chose to sin and go another way. As a consequence, our lives can be lived

outside of the presence of God.

In today’s story, we see that human life was always meant to be lived in connection

and communication with God. Jesus offers us that kind of life now, where we can call

God in heaven our Father!

Review the Bible verse:

“Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.”

Matthew 6:9 (NLT)

This is the truth about us, revealed to us by Jesus’s example: we were created to live

our lives in close relationship with God, our Father! We’ll talk about this more in

small groups.

Give instructions and dismiss the students to their small groups.
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Handout 1
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