
Lesson 4

Large Group Lesson Plan | All Ages

LESSON 4: God Defines Me

Bible Story

Jesus Is God’s Dearly Loved Son John 1:26-36

Materials

● A Bible

● A wooden dowel rod, a yardstick or a

long stick

● A pair of scissors

● A roll of tape

● Handout 1, one copy printed in color

Bible Verse

“  And a voice from heaven said, ‘You are my

dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy’”

Mark 1:11 (NLT)

Identity | Who God Says I Am

I am who God says I am.
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Large Group Lesson 15 Minutes

To get everyone’s attention, ask, “Who is Jesus?”

● Jesus is the Son of God.

○ Point one finger to the sky.

● Jesus came from heaven to earth.

○ Point two fingers to the sky, and then slowly bring them down to your sides to make a

giant circle.

● He lived a perfect life.

○ Give two thumbs up.

● He died on the cross to pay for our sin.

○ Hold both arms out horizontally, forming a cross.

● His body was buried in the ground.

○ Hold up both arms high above your head, and then bending low, bring your arms

down to hold your knees.

● Three days later, he rose from the dead victorious!

○ Hold up the number three. Use both hands and slowly lift them up, and then wave

both hands above your head in celebration.

● He is in heaven now preparing a place for you and me! Preparing a place for

you and me!

○ Point one finger toward heaven. Then, with two fists, tap one fist on top of the other

fist twice, and then switch the fist that is on top and do it again. You will do this

repetition twice.

● Right now he sits on a throne in heavenly places.

○ Tap your wrist like a watch. Then pretend to sit down while standing.

● There he prays to the Father for each and every one,

○ Make praying hands. Then, with those praying hands, gesture toward

others around you.

● …and sends the Holy Spirit to all God’s children.

○ Slide one hand across the palm of the other away from your body.

● One day he will come again as the eternal king

○ Hold up the number one. Then make a crown with your hands atop your head.

● …and he will turn every wrong thing, right!

○ Turn around in a circle once with two thumbs down, and when you finish, give two

thumbs up.

Choose a few of the kids to play the parts of JESUS, JOHN THE BAPTIST and the DISCIPLES and

to act out the story while you read John 1:26-36. Ask the rest of the students to be the PEOPLE OF

GOD, and to stand up anytime the people of God are mentioned.
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(Optional: Print Handout 1, cut out the dove and attach it to a long, skinny object like a wooden

dowel rod, a yardstick or a long stick. Invite a student to come and rest the dove on the top of the

student playing the role of Jesus at that point of the story.)

There was a man named John the Baptist who was called by God to prepare the

people of God for the Messiah, the one who God promised would save the people of

God, was coming soon. He told the people who came to him, “I baptize you with

water so that your sinful actions and behaviors might be washed away (Ask John the

Baptist to repeat the line.), but there is one coming after me who will be even mightier!

(John the Baptist repeats the line.) I’m not even worthy to be his servant and tie his

sandals! (John the Baptist repeats the line.) He will baptize you with something different,

with the Spirit of God and fire that will take away all the sin living inside of you!”

(John the Baptist repeats the line.)

Now, John’s mother Elizabeth and Jesus’ mother Mary were cousins. John might

have known Jesus as they grew up, but he still needed a sign from God to know who

the Messiah was. God told John that he would recognize the Messiah when he saw the

Spirit of God come down and remain on the Messiah, so John kept watching for

God’s sign. As he waited, he prepared the hearts of the people of God, telling them to

turn away from their sins so that they might recognize the Messiah when he came!

Then, Jesus came to the Jordan River to be baptized with water by John. When John

saw Jesus, he didn’t want to baptize him. (John the Baptist shakes his head.) Jesus, you

should be baptizing me! (John the Baptist repeats the line.) But Jesus answered, “You

should do this for me, for this is part of how I will fulfill all righteousness, for I must

follow all my Father’s instructions.” (Jesus repeats the line.)

So John agreed (John shakes his head yes.) and baptized Jesus in the Jordan. (Ask Jesus to

plug his nose and bend down, as John puts his hand on Jesus’s head, as if they are going under

water.) As Jesus came up out of the water, John saw the Spirit of God coming down

from heaven like a dove to rest upon Jesus. Then a voice from heaven said, “This is

my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” From then on, John knew Jesus was

the Messiah. The following day John was again standing with his disciples. As Jesus

walked by, John looked at him and declared, “Look! There is the Lamb of God!” (John

repeats the line to his disciples.)

Why do you think John didn’t want to baptize Jesus?

Take student responses.
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We know that Jesus never sinned. Maybe John knew that Jesus had never done

anything wrong that he needed to turn away from. People who came to John to be

baptized with water had sinful actions and behaviors that needed to be washed away,

but Jesus did not. Even though that was true, Jesus still needed to hear who God said

he was just like you and I do. Let’s talk about this more in small groups!

Give instructions and dismiss the students to their small groups.

Handout 1
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