
Lesson 3

Small Group Lesson Plan | Primary (Grades K-3)

LESSON 3: In My Father’s House

Bible Story

The Boy Goes Missing! Luke 2:41-52

Materials

● A Bible

● A snack and a nametag for each student

● A sticky note with an X*

● A sheet of 8 ½ x 11 inch copy paper, one

per child

● A sheet of colored construction paper,

one per child

● An envelope (size 9 or smaller)

● Assorted colors of yarn, pre-cut into 2 -

3 inch sections

● Colored markers and crayons

● Glue sticks, one per child

● Popsicle sticks, two per child

● Pom-poms, one per child*

● “How are you feeling?” Emoji Chart*

● Small Group Prayer Request Sheet

● Treasure chest handout, one per child

*Materials marked with an asterisk are in the

CKC Games Bag.

Bible Verse

“Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name.” Matthew 6:9 (NLT)

Identity | Who God Says I Am

I belong in the presence of God, my Father.
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Small Group Session 1 15 Minutes

Opening Icebreaker

Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker activities to do together

while students eat their snack:

● Go around the circle and ask each student to share one of their favorite things. (“My favorite

pizza topping is…” “My favorite color is…” “My favorite toy is…”). If any students agree with

that statement, ask them to raise their hands.

● Let students take turns sharing how they’re feeling today using the “How Are You Feeling?”

emoji chart (from the CKC Games Bag).

● As students are eating their snack, ask, “What act of kindness have you seen someone

do this week?”

Pray Together

Collect prayer requests from the students.

The small group leader or a child who volunteers may pray for the entire group.

Small Group Game: “X” Marks the Spot

Materials needed: One pom-pom per child and one sticky note with an X

Instructions: Form a circle. Give each child one pom-pom. Place an X in the middle of the circle by

drawing an X on a sticky note. Let all the children throw the pom-pom and the child closest to the

X gets a point. The child with the most points at the end of the game wins.
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Small Group Session 2 35 Minutes

Identity Exploration

Give each child a sheet of colored construction paper, an envelope and two popsicle sticks. Set out a

variety of colors of yarn (pre-cut, about two to three inches in length), glue sticks and colored

markers or crayons for the small group to share.

Instructions:

1. Have each child open the flap of the envelope and press down to flatten.

2. Flip the envelope over and cover the entire envelope (including the flap) with a glue stick.

3. Glue the envelope to the sheet of construction paper with the envelope pocket facing

outward and let dry. The envelope should look like a house or a building.

4. While the construction paper is drying, invite the children to draw faces on the top inch of

each popsicle stick. Tell the children that one popsicle stick will represent Jesus, and the

other popsicle will represent them so that they can decorate their popsicle sticks

accordingly.

5. Help the children glue one or two strands of yarn to the top of each popsicle stick to create

hair.

6. The popsicle sticks can be placed inside the envelope to represent Jesus in the temple or the

children in the presence of God.

Ask the children to retell today’s Bible story in their own words using their craft project.

In today’s story, when Mary and Joseph arrived to find Jesus in the temple, he said to

them, “Didn’t you know I must be in my Father’s house?” What do you think he was

doing there?

Take student responses. (Jesus was probably praying to God, listening to the Word of God spoken,

and asking questions and learning more about who God is and what he is like.)

Thanksgiving | Thanking God for who he is or what he has done.

Psalm 100:4 says, “Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise.

Give thanks to him and praise his name.” (NLT)

This Bible verse reminds us of how we can enter God’s presence, with thankfulness!

What would you like to thank God for today?

Take student responses.
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We’re going to participate in an activity this week that will help us remember that

being in the presence of God is where we belong!

Give each student a sheet of paper and colored markers or crayons. Help each child fold their paper

into six quadrants. In each box, invite students to draw one part of their daily routine (wake up,

brush teeth, eat breakfast/lunch/dinner, go to school, play video games, read a book, go to sleep,

etc.)

This week, choose one of these daily activities and pause to say to God, either aloud

or in your head, “Thank you for being with me as I {insert activity}!” We will grow in

thankfulness when we remember that God is with us because that’s what he desires.

He longs for a close relationship with you and me, and he created us to live our lives

in his presence.

You may encourage the children to bring their sheet back the following week and share their

experience. Participate in this activity along with the children!

Bible Verse Game

Review the Bible verse with a Bible verse game.

“Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.” Matthew 6:9 (NLT)

Treasure Chest Handout

Give each student a treasure chest handout and some colored markers or crayons. Invite the

students to draw something they discovered about Jesus and something they discovered about

themselves inside their treasure chest. Students should also circle the tool that they used in small

group to help them discover those truths. As the students are completing the handout, ask students

to think about how they can use that tool during the week.
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