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Dear Pastors, 
 
 
I’ve been traveling to Israel bringing groups for over forty years and have learned I can teach more to 
someone on-site in Israel over 8 days than can be taught in the classroom in a year’s time; it’s like 
walking on a historical battlefield instead of simply reading about it in a text-book.  Being at the actual 
place where events occurred, seeing the lie of the land, the proximity, experiencing the culture; all help 
the Bible come to life as thought watching black and white explode into high-definition living color.  
 
That being said, I want to invite you to join me for a FAM Tour! You may have questions about a FAM, 
especially for anyone who may need board approval for time away and/or financial assistance from their 
church in order to participate. 
 

What is a FAM Tour? 
 

Israel FAM Tours are Familiarization Tours created for Pastors. They are designed for a personal 
experience – without distractions – so teaching at each site can be absorbed, the land and culture can 
be explored, and knowledge of the Lord and His word can deepen. It allows the pastor to know first-
hand, what their congregation can expect on a tour to Israel through TLC Holyland Tours.  
 
Multiple service providers such as our partner in Israel, Immanuel Tours, and others like guides, hotels, 
and merchants, work together to give discounted services in order to bring Pastors to Israel. Our 
expectation and understanding with each pastor is that they will commit under God, to do their very 
best to schedule, book and return with a group (15 people minimum) to Israel through TLC Holyland 
Tours within 18 months of returning home. The stipulation from hotels is that the Pastor is credentialed 
(recognized by their congregation as Lead Pastor). Hotels ask that Pastor’s wives no longer participate in 
the FAM experience. We saw first-hand on our last FAM tour what a difference that made for those 
men, allowing them time to bond and gather together. 
 
Dr. Gary Hollingsworth worked with TLC Holyland Tours in 2019, to invite South Carolina Pastors on a 
2020 FAM tour. It was a blessed success! Pastors returned home refreshed, restored, and eager to plan 
a return trip for their church, family, and friends.  
 

Budget 
 

Though the services are discounted, there are a few things you should budget for personally. 

 Trip Insurance Purchase (required) 

 Domestic Airline Ticket (to connect to our international flight) 

 Meals while traveling to and from Israel 

 Lunch (approximately $10-15 daily) and incidentals (beverages with meals for example, not included) 

 Souvenirs and study materials (which may only be found in Israel) 

 

Timeline/Deadlines 
 

Tour registration will open in a few days. There is a $500 deposit required at the time of registration; 

$175 is non-refundable for any reason up to 91 days before departure.   

 

 



Registration & Deposit Welcome Packet is sent within 7 days  
 

Within 14 days of Registration Purchase Trip Insurance (we offer an online resource, or you can 
choose any provider of hundreds) 

Eligibility to purchase Cancel for Any Reason Coverage, or to 
cover pre-existing conditions, requires this purchase within 14 
days of your deposit, at least if through our online provider. 

 

The Passport Expiration Date must be valid for 6 months after the 
final day of stay in Israel; if yours is not, begin the renewal process. 

 

115 days out      Sept 24, 2021 The registered passenger count determines if the trip will “make’. 
If not, we refund your payments in full without loss.  We 
suggest you wait to purchase domestic tickets until after this 
date. 

 

100 days out      Oct 9, 2021 All required documents must arrive at TLC Holyland Tours:  
1) Completed Emergency & Medical Information Sheet 
2) Passport Face Page  
3) Medical Insurance Card front & back  
4) Proof of Trip Ins. Purchase (Declarations Page) 

 

91 days out  Oct 18, 2021  Balance is due in Full 
 

CANCELLATION PENALTIES INCREASE:  
90 days out  Oct 19, 2021   $275 penalty 
74 days out  Nov 04, 2021   25% of tour cost  
45 days out  Dec 03, 2021   50% of tour cost 
30 days or less  Dec 18, 2021   No refund 
 

30 days (approx.) before departure  Electronic Ticket Confirmations & Emergency Numbers are emailed  
 

14 – 7 days (approx.) before departure  Receive complimentary TLC travel items: lanyard/nametag  
    holder-mask hanger, journal & pen, luggage tags 

 

Upon boarding coach in Israel  Receive a sturdy canvas backpack, ball cap, and map 
 

At Farewell Dinner Receive personalized Pilgrimage Certificates with a gift and a 
personalized Certificate of Appreciation from the State of Israel  

 

COVID 
At this time, Covid travel requirements are in flux. Both the US and Israel require proof of vaccination and 

being Covid free, including returning citizens.  Airlines use electrostatic sprayers to sanitize planes as well 

as surface wiping. As information becomes available, registered passengers will be sent updates. 

 

INCENTIVES 
Take a look at your church calendar before the tour and have dates in mind for your return tour. We’ll 

work together to secure a date before leaving Israel since life can quickly return to a hectic pace once 

back in the USA. If you return with a group that “makes” within 18 months of this tour, TLC will 

credit you the price paid for this FAM Tour. I hope you can participate! 
 

Tony Crisp 
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