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The minister and board have reached out to members for feedback (and will continue to do so) and
have developed this reopening plan accordingly. This is a fluid document and will be modified when
the need occurs. It attempts to balance guidelines from the CDC with the comfort level of UUFoM
members.

The COVID-19 Task Force and board have adopted a “risk management” approach and have
adopted the CDC’s published guidance for schools (because, like schools, ours will be a
mixed-age population). This guidance provides risk levels for various public health indicators. The
task force will continue to monitor health conditions weekly and advise the board. If at any time the
Michigan Health Dept. or the Governor’s Office recommends closure, the UUFoM will return to virtual
services only.

The board and minister will continue to follow guidance from the COVID-19 Task Force and public
health authorities, and will suspend and resume activities at their discretion.

Meeting will require five key mitigation measures:

● Consistent and correct use of masks
● Social distancing to the largest extent possible
● Hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette
● Cleaning and disinfection
● Contact tracing in collaboration with local health department

We ask that committees, ministry teams, small groups, and renters continue meeting outdoors or in
private locations at this time. We will focus our reopening first on Sunday activities: worship and
religious education classes. Proposed guidelines for Sunday gatherings -- including plans for
children’s religious education -- are below and may be found on our website, here.

Additional activities will resume onsite when the task force, board, and staff have determined that it is
safe to do so. We will never know if we did too much for mutual protection, but we’ll regret it if we
didn’t do enough.

Thank you for your continued trust and confidence in the development of these guidelines. If you
have questions or concerns, please contact a member of the board or task force:

COVID-19 Task Force: Kathy Kinkema, Maxine Guettler, Becky Carlson, Rev. Eric Severson

Board of Directors: Beth Sperry, Sasha King, Shannon Sonoras, Tim Wagner, Marsha McDonald,
Chris Nakamura, Rev. Eric Severson.

https://www.uufom.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/CDC-Guidance-for-Schools.pdf
https://www.uufom.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/UUFoM-Proposed-Reopening-Guidelines-Sundays.pdf

