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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Hasta la vista, Vesta!  The Dawn probe is leaving Vesta on the 8th to go on to Ceres! 
International Observe the Moon Night is coming on the 22nd. We will be having 
presentations at the Planetarium. 
 

Hopefully as summer winds down we will be able to actually have some good evening 
observing sessions. Our Star Party in August was cancelled due to rain (Again!) 
 

The CPC-800 is available for those interested. It has a large rolling case now that may 
not fit in some cars. I was able to get it into the back seat of a 4 door Ford Focus, with 
the tripod in the trunk. We also have the Meade 8” StarFinder on a GEM available too! 
 

CRP Star Party Schedule for 2012: September 15th, October 13th, November 10th, and 
December 15th. Please contact Bruce Dissette if you have any questions. 
 

October 19th is possibly a presentation for the Boy Scouts at Camp Miles near SR31 
/SR74 in Charlotte County. I am trying to get the arrangements made. 
 

Ding Darling Days event is Sunday Oct 14th. I will see about getting out there again 
(Sanibel) this year. 
 

Our program for this meeting is a member’s choice of videos and/or IOMN presentation. 
 

Upcoming Meetings:  October 4th – Program to be determined, November 1st – 
Telescope Renaissance Night, December 6th – Tom Field -“You Can Almost Touch the 
Stars!” Spectroscopy for Amateurs 
 

Moon: Last Quarter 8th, New 16th, 1st Quarter 22th, Full 29th  
 

Planets:  Saturn and Mars are low in the west at sunset.  Look for them near the moon 
on the 18th and 19th.  Jupiter and Venus are in the morning sky.  On the 13th, Venus 
will be near the Beehive Cluster in Cancer.  On the 8th, the moon will be very close to 
Jupiter.  Uranus and Neptune are well placed for observing.  Mercury is on the far side of 
the sun right now.  On the 9th, Ceres will be right next to the moon. (We miss an 
occultation!) 

Club Positions:
President: 
Brian Risley 
swfasbrisley@embarqmail. 
com (239-464-0366) 
 

Vice President: 
Bruce Dissette 
bdissette@centurylink.net 
(239-936-2212) 
 

Secretary:  
Kathleen Hendrix 
kathdmom@aol.com 
(239-689-8707) 
 



Treasurer:  
Tony Heiner 
verahei@aol.com 
(941-457-9700) 
 
Program Coordinator: 
Vacant 
 
Viewing Coords./ 
Fakahatchee: 
Tony Heiner  
verahei@aol.com   
(941-629-8849) 
 
Chuck Pavlick  
cpav4565@gmail.com  
(239-560-1516) 
 

Viewing Coord./ 
Caloosahatchee 
Bruce Dissette 
bdissette@centurylink.net  
(239-936-2212) 
 
Librarian: 
Maria Berni 
(239-940-2935) 
Club Historian: 
Danny Secary 
asecary@gmail.com  
(239-470-4764) 
 
Equipment Coordinator:  
Brian Risley 
swfasbrisley@embarqmail 
.com (239-464-0366) 

 
Website Coordinator: 
Dan Fitzgerald 
bigdan2204@comcast.net 
(239-282-2292)  
 
Astronomical League 
Coordinator (ALCOR): 
Carol Stewart 
cjstewart@mindspring.com 
(239-772-1688) 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Carole Holmberg 
CaroleHel@aol.com 
(239-275-3435)

 

September Meeting 
Our September monthly meeting will be held on Thursday September 6th at 7:30 pm at 
Calusa Nature Center and Planetarium.  Our program for this meeting is a member’s 
choice of videos and/or IOMN presentation. 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
We have a talk on Spectroscopy “You Can Almost Touch the Stars!” by Tom Field 
covering amateur spectroscopy equipment scheduled for December.  The talk will be a 
remote presentation.  
 

CRP Star Party Schedule 
September 15th, October 13th, November 10th, and December 15th.  Please contact 
Bruce Dissette if you have any questions. 
 

The Sound of a Dying Star 
Think of this: you’re an astronomer, and you and your team have detected, for the first 
time, a star being devoured by a supermassive black hole almost four billion light years 
away. 
This is the first time astronomers have captured this drama happening so long ago – and 
so far away – with a black hole this large. 
So, you’re the astronomer – and your team sees this by scanning and crunching a pile of 
numbers. The numbers represent the signals captured by NASA’s SWIFT satellite and 
orbiting telescopes, and beamed down to Earth. 
Fine. But how do you get this across to the REST of us? 
The astronomer we’re talking about is Jon Miller at the University of Michigan. He figured 
– what if we describe what it would SOUND like? “Sound doesn’t travel in space, 
unfortunately. But Star Wars wouldn’t have been much fun if things blew up silently, 
right?” 
So he and his team translated the frequency of the signals they captured in all those 
numbers into a sound. Listen to find out how. 
http://cnnradio.cnn.com/2012/08/16/the-sound-of-a-dying-star/ 
- Libby Lewis, CNN 
 



Transit of Venus Time Keg Closure 
The Transit of Venus Time Keg - a time capsule fashioned from an old beer keg - will be 
closed and sealed October 27, 2012 in Pittsburgh, PA. You are invited to contribute your 
written reflections on the June 5th celestial event, as noted at  
www.transitofvenus.org/misc/360-transit-of-venus-time-keg .  
Acid-free paper and permanent markers will be available on-site for attendees to write 
their comments. 
If you cannot attend, you can mail your letter to the address below. If you wish to 
include any larger physical artifacts to the Transit of Venus Time Keg, please 
confirm space availability before you send them. Thanks for your consideration in 
sharing your insight with a future community of transit of Venus enthusiasts.  
- Chuck Bueter, 15893 Ashville Ln., Granger, IN 46530, bueter@nightwise.org 
 

Neil Armstrong, First Man on the Moon, Passes Away 
Neil Alden Armstrong, the first man to walk on the moon and an enduring icon of the 
space age for taking "one giant leap for mankind," died Saturday August 25, 2012 after  
complications from cardiovascular surgery. He was 82. 
 

"We are heartbroken to share the news that Neil Armstrong has passed away," his 
family said in a statement (http://www.neilarmstronginfo.com). "Neil was our loving 
husband, father, grandfather, brother and friend. Neil Armstrong was also a reluctant 
American hero who always believed he was just doing his job. He served his nation 
proudly, as a navy fighter pilot, test pilot, and astronaut. He also found success back 
home in his native Ohio in business and academia, and became a community leader in 
Cincinnati. He remained an advocate of aviation and exploration throughout his life and 
never lost his boyhood wonder of these pursuits." 
 

On July 20, 1969, Armstrong stepped off the footpad of the Apollo 11 lunar lander Eagle 
and onto the surface of the moon, uttering the words that instantly became synonymous 
with the triumph of the Apollo moon program and America's victory in the space race 
with the Soviet Union. 
 

"That's one small step for (a) man," he said, "one giant leap for mankind." 
 

Back on Earth 238,000 miles away, millions of people around the world shared that 
historic first step in grainy black-and-white television and heard his words through 
mission control in Houston. It was the ultimate live shot, watched by more than a billion 
people. 
 

"He told me he wanted to be sure that what he said included everybody in the whole 
world," his mother, Viola, once said of Armstrong's first words from the surface, adding 
that he came up with the phrase at the last minute. "He told me it was only shortly 
before he stepped down on the moon that the words came to him," she said. 
 

Armstrong and crewmate Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin spent 2-1/2 hours on the surface, 
collecting 47 pounds of moon rocks and soil before blasting off and rejoining command 
module pilot Michael Collins in lunar orbit. 
 
Returning to Earth, Armstrong was celebrated as a hero and received decorations from 
17 countries, along with dozens of medals, awards and other honors. He was 38 years 
old. 



 

Armstrong left NASA shortly after Apollo 11 and devoted his life to mostly private 
pursuits in engineering and aviation. He made no attempt to take advantage of his 
fame, routinely declining interview requests and seldom appearing in public. 
 

"As much as Neil cherished his privacy, he always appreciated the expressions of good 
will from people around the world and from all walks of life," his family said. "For those 
who may ask what they can do to honor Neil, we have a simple request.  Honor his 
example of service, accomplishment and modesty, and the next time you walk outside 
on a clear night and see the moon smiling down at you, think of Neil Armstrong and give 
him a wink." 
 

Apollo 11 crewmate Collins, writing in his book "Carrying the Fire," described Armstrong 
as a man who "savors" decisions, "rolling them around on his tongue like a fine wine and 
swallowing at the very last moment. Neil is a classy guy, and I can't offhand think of a 
better choice to be first man on the moon." 
 

Armstrong demonstrated that calm under pressure during his flight as commander of the 
two-man Gemini 8 mission in 1966. He and astronaut David Scott carried out the first 
orbital docking, with Armstrong guiding the nose of the Gemini capsule into an 
attachment mechanism on an Agena target satellite. But shortly after, a jammed rocket 
thruster on the Gemini spacecraft sent the capsule into a wild tumble and only cool 
thinking by Armstrong and Scott prevented a disaster. The astronauts made a successful 
emergency descent to a Pacific Ocean splashdown. 
 

But nothing compared to the white-knuckle Apollo 11 moon landing, a do-or-die feat of 
precision flying with little margin for error. 
 

"It was the most demanding, the systems were the most heavily loaded, there were the 
largest number of unknowns, things were being taxed to the limit and it was most 
challenging from a personal standpoint," he once said. 
 

"Aviators always like to make nice approaches and smooth landings and that's what we 
were after and we were fortunate to have that. The other parts were exciting. There 
were no parts of the entire voyage that were ho hum. Every minute was exciting. 
Although time dims the memories somewhat, it certainly dims not the enthusiasm or 
excitement." 
 

The dramatic nature of that first moon landing was captured in the tense dialogue 
between mission control in Houston and the astronauts aboard the Eagle. 
 

Eagle: "Forty feet, down two and a half, kicking up some dust ... 30 feet, two and a half 
down ... faint shadow ... four forward, four forward, drifting to the right a little ... six ... 
down a half." 
 

Houston: "30 seconds (of fuel remaining)." 
 

Eagle: "Forward. Drifting right ... contact light! OK, engine stop. ACA out of detent. 
Modes control both auto, descent engine command override off. Engine arm off." 
 

Houston: "We copy you down, Eagle." 
 

Armstrong: "Houston, Tranquillity base here. The Eagle has landed." 
 



Houston: "Roger, Tranquillity, we copy you on the ground. You've got a bunch of guys 
about to turn blue. We're breathing again. Thanks a lot." 
 

During an interview 10 years later, Armstrong tried to describe his feelings when he and 
Aldrin planted an American flag in the dusty lunar soil. 
 

"Feelings are an extremely difficult thing to portray," he said. "I do remember the scene 
very vividly. We didn't have a strong nationalistic feeling at that time. I think we felt 
more that is was a venture of mankind and we were delighted to be part of the country 
that made it happen." 
 

Armstrong left the astronaut corps shortly after the Apollo 11 mission and briefly served 
as Deputy Associate Administrator for Aeronautics at NASA Headquarters in Washington, 
coordinating aeronautics research and technology. After leaving NASA, he served as 
professor of aerospace Engineering at the University of Cincinnati from 1971 to 1979 
and then served as chairman of Computing Technologies for Aviation Inc., in 
Charlottesville, Va., between 1982 and 1992. 
 

In 1986, Armstrong served as vice chairman of the presidential commission that 
investigated the 1986 Challenger disaster, a role he would reprise in 2003 as a member 
of the panel that investigated the loss of the shuttle Columbia. 
 

"I had truly hoped that in 2019, we would be standing together along with our colleague 
Mike Collins to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of our moon landing," Aldrin said. 
"Regrettably, this is not to be. Neil will most certainly be there with us in spirit." 
 

NASA has posted a remembrance from Administrator Bolden and a remembrance page 
at http://www.nasa.gov/topics/people/features/armstrong_obit.html 
- By William Harwood, CBS News 
 

Interactive Panorama of Apollo 11 on the Moon 
In the panorama you can see Buzz Aldrin at the Landing Module unloading material for 
the experiments. This panorama includes Sound. Listen to Neil Armstrong when he 
stepped on the moon. 
Apollo 11 launched on 16 July 1969 and landed on the Moon on 20 July 1969 UT 
20:17:40 (04:17:40 p.m. EDT) 
Original Photos Neil Armstrong: NASA 
Interactive panorama stitched by: Hans Nyberg - Panoramas.dk 
- http://www.panoramas.dk/moon/apollo-11-the-first-man-on-moon.html 
 

Kepler’s First Binary Star 2-Planet System 
Almost one year ago, 2011 September 15, 
the discovery of Kepler-16b was our first 
binary star (two stars orbiting each other) 
with a planet orbiting both stars 
(circumbinary). Now Kepler mission has 
discovered Kepler-47b and 47c, the first 
transiting circumbinarysystem — multiple 
planets orbiting two suns. To compound 
the excitement of the discovery, one of 
those planets is in the binary system's 



habitable zone (where liquid 
water may exist)! 
 

Caption: Kepler-47 system 
diagram. Credit: NASA/JPL-
Caltech/T. Pyle 
 

"The presence of a full-
fledged circumbinary 
planetary system orbiting 
Kepler-47 is an amazing 
discovery," Greg Laughlin, 
professor of Astrophysics and 
Planetary Science, University 
of California, Santa Cruz. 
"These planets are very 
difficult to form using the 
currently accepted paradigm, and I believe that theorists, myself included, will be going 
back to the drawing board to try to improve our understanding of how planets are 
assembled in dusty circumbinary disks." 
 

"Unlike our Sun, many stars are part of multiple-star systems where two or more stars 
orbit one another. The question has always been: do they have planets and planetary 
systems? This Kepler discovery proves that they do," said William Borucki, Kepler 
mission principal investigator. "In our search for habitable planets, we have found more 
opportunities for life to exist." 
Jerome Orosz, lead author of the discovery paper published in Science, explained that 
"In contrast to a single planet orbiting a single star, the planet in a circumbinary system 
must transit a 'moving target.' As a consequence, time intervals between the transits 
and their durations can vary substantially, sometimes short, other times long. That was 
the telltale sign that these planets are in circumbinary orbits." 
 

While the inner planet, Kepler-47b, orbits in less than 50 days and must be a sweltering 
world, the outer planet, Kepler-47c, orbits every 303 days, putting it in the "habitable 
zone," where liquid water might exist. But Kepler-47c is slightly larger than Neptune, 
and hence in the realm of gaseous giant planets, difficult to imagine as suitable for life. 
That does not preclude the chance that it has large a moon with a solid surface and 
liquid water lakes or seas. Kepler-16b was likened to Tatooine, Luke Skywalker's home 
planet in the movie Star Wars—a world with a double sunset. Kepler-47c suggests a 
different possible scene: our hero standing on a moon, gazing at a double sunset, with a 
Neptune-class planet rising behind her. 
 

The research team used data from the Kepler space telescope, which measures dips in 
the brightness of more than 150,000 stars, to search for transiting planets. Using 
ground-based telescopes at the McDonald Observatory at the University of Texas at 
Austin, they made crucial spectroscopic observations to determine characteristics of the 
stars in the binary system which is 4,900 light-years from Earth. They are orbiting each 
other very fast, eclipsing each other every 7.5 days. One star is similar to the Sun in 
size, but only 84 percent as bright. The second star is a red dwarf star only one-third the 
size of the Sun and less than one percent as bright. 
 



According to William Welsh, a co-author of the discovery paper, the number of planets 
discovered in multiple star systems is growing—about 70 to date. 
http://kepler.nasa.gov/news/nasakeplernews/index.cfm?FuseAction=ShowNews&NewsI
D=228 
 

Video Shows Rover Heat Shield Hit Mars, Create Dust Cloud  
A new NASA video, available at http://bit.ly/heatshield, shows the cloud of dust that 
rose from the surface of the Red Planet after the Curiosity rover's heat shield hit the 
Martian terrain during the spacecraft's descent on Aug. 5 PDT (Aug. 6 EDT). The video 
was made using a sequence of 25 images taken by the Mars Descent Imager on 
Curiosity while the rover was still suspended on a parachute, after the spacecraft had 
jettisoned its heat shield.  
 

A dark spot, the shadow of the heat shield, enters the scene from lower left, moving 
toward the center. The bright heat shield itself is also apparent just before the shadow 
and hardware meet in the impact on the surface. The area of ground visible in the 
images is about six-tenths of a mile across. The frames are cropped portions of full-
frame images from the Mars Descent Imager.  
 

Watch the full video, which shows the impact at various speeds, at 
http://bit.ly/heatshield.  
 

For more information about NASA's Curiosity mission, 
visit: http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/msland http://www.nasa.gov/msl .  
 

IAU Approves Names for Nine Mercury Craters 
The International Astronomical Union (IAU) recently assigedn names to nine impact 
craters on Mercury. The IAU has been the arbiter of planetary and satellite nomenclature 
since its inception in 1919. In keeping with the established naming theme for craters on 
Mercury, all of the newly designated features are named after famous deceased artists, 
musicians, or authors or other contributors to the humanities. 
  

“All of the nine newly named craters are located in Mercury’s north polar region,” 
explains Mercury Dual Imaging System Instrument Scientist Nancy Chabot. “Mercury's 
north polar region is of high scientific interest because of the shadowed craters there 
that host radar-bright deposits that may consist of water ice. All of the nine newly 
named craters host such deposits.” 
  

The newly named craters are: 
  

Egonu, for Uzo Egonu (1931-1996), a Nigerian-born painter who at 13 was sent to 
England to study art, first at a private school in Norfolk and later at the Camberwell 
School of Arts and Crafts. Exile, alienation, and the pain of displaced peoples were 
recurrent themes in his work. 
  

Gaudí, after Antoni Gaudí (1852-1926), a Spanish architect whose work concentrated on 
the Catalan capital of Barcelona. He was very skilled with ceramics, stained glass, 
wrought-iron forging, and carpentry and integrated these crafts into his architecture. 
  

Kandinsky, for Wassily Kandisky (1866-1944), a Russian painter and art theorist 
credited with painting the first purely abstract works. 
  



Petronius, for Titus Petronius (c. AD 27-66), a Roman courtier during the reign of Nero. 
He is believed to be the author of the Satyricon, a satirical novel. 
  

Prokofiev, for Sergei Prokofiev (1891-1953), a Russian composer, pianist, and conductor 
who is considered one of the major composers of the 20th century. His best-known 
works include the ballet Romeo and Juliet and Peter and the Wolf. 
  

Tolkien, for  J.R.R. Tolkien (1892-1973), an English writer, poet, philologist, and 
university professor, best known as the author of the classic fantasy novels The 
Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings. 
  

Tryggvadóttir, for Nina Tryggvadóttir (1913-1968), one of Iceland's most important 
abstract expressionist artists and one of very few Icelandic female artists of her 
generation. She primarily worked in painting, but she also created collages, stained 
glass work, and mosaics. 
  

Qiu Ying, for Shifu Qiu Ying (1494-1552), a Chinese painter who specialized in 
the gongbi brush technique, a careful realist method in Chinese painting. He is regarded 
as one of the Four Great Masters of the Ming Dynasty. 
  

Yoshikawa, for Eiji Yoshikawa (1892-1962), a Japanese historical novelist best known for 
his revisions of older classics including The Tale of the Heike, Tale of Genji, Outlaws of 
the Marsh, and Romance of the Three Kingdoms. 
  

These nine newly named craters join 77 other craters named since the MESSENGER 
spacecraft’s first Mercury flyby in January 2008. 
   

More information about the names of features on Mercury and the other objects in the 
Solar System can be found at the U.S. Geological Survey's Planetary Nomenclature Web 
site: http://planetarynames.wr.usgs.gov/index.html. 
 

NASA Announces Asteroid Naming Contest For Students 
Students worldwide have an opportunity to name an asteroid from which an upcoming 
NASA mission will return the first samples to Earth.  
 

Scheduled to launch in 2016, the mission is called the Origins-Spectral Interpretation-
Resource Identification-Security-Regolith Explorer (OSIRIS-REx). Samples returned from 
the primitive surface of the near-Earth asteroid currently called (101955) 1999 RQ36 
could hold clues to the origin of the solar system and organic molecules that may have 
seeded life on Earth. NASA also is planning a crewed mission to an asteroid by 2025. 
A closer scientific study of asteroids will provide context and help inform this mission. 
 

The competition is open to students under age 18. Each contestant can submit one 
name, up to 16 characters long. Entries must include a short explanation and rationale 
for the name. Submissions must be made by an adult on behalf of the student. The 
contest deadline is Sunday, Dec. 2, 2012. 
 

A panel will review proposed asteroid names. First prize will be awarded to the student 
who recommends a name that is approved by the International Astronomical Union 
Committee for Small-Body Nomenclature.  
 

"Our mission will be focused on this asteroid for more than a decade," said Dante 
Lauretta, principal investigator for the mission. "We look forward to having a name that 



is easier to say than (101955) 1999 RQ36." 
 

The asteroid was discovered in 1999 by the Lincoln Near Earth Asteroid Research 
(LINEAR) survey at MIT's Lincoln Laboratory. LINEAR is part of NASA's Near Earth 
Observation Program in Washington, which detects and catalogs near-Earth asteroids 
and comets. The asteroid has an average diameter of approximately one-third of a mile. 
 

The asteroid received its designation of (101955) 1999 RQ36 from the Minor Planet 
Center, operated by the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory in Cambridge, Mass. The 
center assigns an initial alphanumeric designation to any newly discovered asteroid once 
certain criteria are met to determine its orbit. 
 

"Asteroids are just cool and 1999 RQ36 deserves a cool name!" said Bill Nye, chief 
executive officer for The Planetary Society. "Engaging kids around the world in a naming 
contest will get them tuned in to asteroids and asteroid science." 
 

To review contest rules and guidelines, visit: http://planetary.org/name 
 

To see a video explanation about the contest, visit: 
http://www.nasa.gov/topics/solarsystem/features/name-asteroid.html 
 

MyMoon News  
Greetings lunar enthusiasts! Here are some upcoming events we thought you might like 
to know about. You know, considering you have some interest in the Moon. 
  

Live MyMoon Webcast – Wednesday, September 12th at 8:00 p.m. ET 
You don’t know about International Observe the Moon Night (InOMN)? Never 
fear! Brooke Hsu will tell us all about InOMN. The rest of the conversation is up to you! 
Brooke Hsu serves as the Education and Public Outreach Lead for NASA's Lunar 
Reconnaissance Orbiter mission. She leads the effort for International Observe the Moon 
Night on behalf of that lunar education community. 
 

International Observe the Moon Night (InOMN) – Saturday, September 22nd 
On September 22, 2012, lunar enthusiasts around the world will turn their telescopes 
towards the Moon in celebration of International Observe the Moon Night (InOMN). This 
year's theme, "Under the Same Moon," encourages everyone to get out and observe 
"under the same Moon" together. http://observethemoonnight.org 
 

A Brand New Age: Queue Observing at Mt. Paranal 
By Dr. Marc J. Kuchner 
 

First a caravan of white observatory cars arrives, winding up the 
narrow road to the 8500-foot-high summit. Then the shutters 
around the domes open, and rays from the setting sun alight on 
colossal mirrors and metal struts. It’s the beginning of another 
busy night at Mt. Paranal, Chile, where I am learning about new, 
more efficient ways of managing a modern observatory. 

 

I stepped into the observatory’s control room to soak up some of the new, unfamiliar 
culture. Here, under florescent lights and drop ceilings are banks of computer screens, 
one bank to control each of the four big telescopes on the mountaintop and a few others 
too. At each bank sits two people, a telescope operator and an astronomer. 



 

The layout of this workspace was not unfamiliar to me. But the way these Mt. Paranal 
astronomers work certainly was. When I was cutting my teeth at Mt. Palomar 
observatory in California, I would only go to the telescope to take my own data. In stark 
contrast, everyone observing at Mt Paranal tonight is taking data for someone else. 
 

The Mt. Paranal astronomers each spend 105 nights a year here on the mountain 
performing various duties, including taking data for other astronomers. The latter, they 
call “executing the queue.” Headquarters in Germany decides what parts of the sky will 
have priority on any given night (the queue). Then the Mt. Paranal astronomers march 
up the mountain and carry out this program, choosing calibrators, filling the log books, 
and adapting to changing 
conditions. They send the data 
back to headquarters, and 
from there it makes its way 
out to the wider astronomical 
community for study. 
 

Caption: European Southern 
Observatory at Mt. Paranal, 
Chile. 
 

This new way of working 
allows the Mt. Paranal 
astronomers to specialize in 
just one or two telescope 
instruments each. Surely this 
plan is more efficient than the 
old-fashioned way, where each of us had to learn every instrument we used from 
scratch—sifting through manuals at 3:00 AM when the filter wheel got stuck or the 
cryogen ran out, watching precious observing time tick away. Here at Mt. Paranal, much 
of the work is done in a big room full of people, not off by yourself, reducing some 
dangers of the process. Also, queue observing cuts down on plane travel, an important 
step for cutting carbon emissions. 
 

It’s a brand new age, I thought as I watched the giant domes spin in the silent, cold 
Chilean night. And maybe with queue observing, some of the romance is gone. Still, my 
colleagues and I couldn’t help saying as we stared out across the moonlit mountains: I 
can’t believe how lucky we are to be here. 
- Dr. Marc J. Kuchner is an astrophysicist at the Exoplanets and Stellar Astrophysics 
Laboratory at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center. NASA’s Astrophysics Division works 
on big questions about the origin and evolution of the universe, galaxies, and planetary 
systems. Explore more at http://www.science.nasa.gov/astrophysics/. Kids can explore 
these topics at http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/space . 
 

 
  
 Hello NSN MarsGazers! 
 



What did the amateur astronomer say at the Mars Curiosity Landing? Plenty! If you're 
holding a Mars event, here is a wealth of fun videos and observing tips to share with 
your visitors. 
 

How It Began, NSN Telecon with Chris Impey September 18th 
Join us as esteemed professor, researcher, and author Dr. Chris Impey shares his take 

on the beginning of the Universe (and beyond). His new book, 
How it Began, is getting a lot of great press, like this starred 
review from Booklist: "Readers will never find more intellectual 
adventure packed into fewer pages." Night Sky Network club 
members will be treated to this exclusive presentation on how 
the Universe began. 
September 18th at 9pm EST, join the telecon live. Slides and 
transcripts will be posted for the public after the event.  

* Telecon Bonus! One lucky winner will receive a signed, hardcover copy of the book, 
How it Began: A time traveler’s guide to the Universe. 
 

Is your club graying? How to welcome new, younger members  
We’re doing lots of promotion on Facebook & Twitter that will get you new members! 
Once they attend a meeting or event, how does your club recruit and retain new, 
younger members? Do new people visit your club meeting once and never return? A 
meeting has to be fun and informative.  
Welcoming Visitors, part of a video series on growing your astronomy club, has loads of 
ideas and tips. Share it with your club’s Board!  
San Francisco Amateur Astronomers (SFAA) has successfully implemented several of 
these ideas.  Will Bendick, a new SFAA member says, “That was a great SFAA meeting. 
It's nice to see I'm not the youngest astronomer by several 
decades here.” 
 

Photo: Larissa Schumacher doing solar photography & Will 
Bendick (background) observing the Sun through a 4.1" Orion 
solar filter at the Ring of Fire Roadtrip to Mt Shasta, CA. The 
trip was a successful outreach and recruitment effort. Image 
Credit: Jessica Santascoy, San Francisco Amateur Astronomers 
 
Calling All Volunteers - Division for Planetary Sciences Meeting 
Sunday, October 14 - Friday October 19, 2012 in Reno, NV 
The DPS is the Division of Planetary Sciences which is part of the American Astronomical 
Society and you are invited to participate at the DPS Reno meeting. Volunteer for 16 
hours and receive complimentary registration. This is a great opportunity for 
undergrads, grads, postdocs, and local amateur astronomers to supervise sessions, help 
at registration, usher at events, and various other odd (but greatly appreciated) jobs. 
This is a great chance to meet and mingle with your peers, get up to date on the newest 
science, and pick up some cool freebies in the Exhibit Hall. Sign up today! 

 
Wishing you clear skies and oodles of outreach, 
Marni Berendsen, Jessica Santascoy, & Vivian White, The Night Sky 
Network Team 
nightskyinfo@astrosociety.org 
 



The NASA Night Sky Network is a nationwide coalition of nearly 400 amateur astronomy 
clubs. The NASA Night Sky Network is managed by The Astronomical Society of the 
Pacific. 
 

SWFAS Minutes 
August minutes will be published in a future newsletter. 
 
Future Events 
CALUSA NATURE CENTER PLNTRM  9‐6‐12  7:30 PM  MONTHLY MEETING   
CALUSA NATURE CENTER PLNTRM  9‐8‐12  3:00 PM  HASTA LA VESTA 
CALOOSAHATCHEE REGIONAL PARK  9‐15‐12  DUSK  STAR PARTY 
CALUSA NATURE CENTER PLNTRM  9‐22‐12  7:00  INTERNATIONAL OBSERVE THE MOON NIGHT 
CALUSA NATURE CENTER PLNTRM  10‐4‐12  7:30 PM  MONTHLY MEETING  
CALOOSAHATCHEE REGIONAL PARK  10‐13‐12  DUSK  STAR PARTY 
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