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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

I hope everyone is having a good new year.   
 

We are now into our heaviest period for public events.  On the 11th we have 

STEMtastic/Edison Day of Discovery downtown.  On the 25th we will be at Rotary Park in 
Cape Coral for the Burrowing Owl Festival.  Both of these events are solar observing and 

displays/handouts.  We can use help with these events.  You don’t need to bring a scope 
or even be familiar with solar observing.  There is a lot of public interaction and we need 

people for that.  As a followup to the BOF, we will have a public star party at Rotary Park 
the next Friday night, so getting the word out at the BOF brings in more people for the 

star party.   
 

I would like to thank John Maclean for working with the City of Cape Coral and getting 

our star party events at Seahawk Park on their official website calendar.   
 

We had 2 major night events this month on the 21st, the Fisheating Creek Observing 

where Tim Barrier and I setup 5 scopes for the very large number of campers that were 
there and John Maclean, Mike McCauley and Harry Dunfree went down to Big Cypress for 

their event.  They had a larger crowd than December.  Both sites had issues with clouds 

coming in and heavy dewing. 
 

Brian  
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Program this Month  
Fellow Amateur Astronomers: 
 

Imagine a school of fish swimming in your backyard, a shark hunting for food in your 
neighborhood, a pod of dolphins chattering and chasing each other over the great 

Florida plains: all of South Florida underwater.   This may seem like a scene out of a 
fairytale, but millions of years ago, that is exactly what South Florida looked like!  Join 

Park Ranger Danielle Hebert at the February meeting of the South West Florida 

Astronomical Society in exploring the wonders of South Florida’s past as an underwater 
kingdom and how that past has played a part in shaping Florida as we know it 

today.  Danielle's presentation will begin at 7:30pm on Thursday, February 2nd, at the 
Calusa Nature Center and Planetarium in Fort Myers.  The monthly business meeting will 

follow immediately thereafter.  We hope to see you there.... 
 

Michael J. McCauley 
Program Coordinator 

SWFAS 
 

Photos by Chuck & Matthew 
 

 
 

  

NGC 1532 with Atlas 16dvrSupernova 

Chuck Pavlick 
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In the Sky this Month 
 

Moon:  
February – 1st Quarter – 3rd; Full – 10th; Last Quarter – 18th; New – 26th.  
 

The Planets:  

Venus is an impressive crescent as it goes from 40% illuminated surface to only 20% 

through the month while magnitude increases to a stunning -4.8.  Its peak altitude at 
sunset is declining and it sets only 3 hrs after the sun this month.  

 

Mars continues moving eastward, now in Pisces, above and left of Venus. It still shines a 
distinct red, shrinking in disk size to only 4.6” wide by month end while decreasing 

magnitude to +1.3. It begins the month only 5.4o east of Venus with the separation 
growing during the month. 

 
Uranus is 5.9 magnitude and located just east of Zeta Piscium (a nice binary star 

separated by 23 arcsec) and moving gradually eastward. It’s a pale green disc 3.4” in 
diameter. 

 
Jupiter is high in the sky at dawn and rises around 9:30 pm by end of month. 
  
Saturn and Mercury are morning stars all month.  
 

International Space Station: The ISS is visible in the evening skies over Ft Myers 

February 14th – 20th with the best view at -2.6 magnitude on evening of the 18th.  
 

The Hubble Space Telescope appears in the evening from February 20th – March 9th 
with brightest magnitude of +0.8 visible when it passes directly overhead on Feb 27th.    

See this link for specific times and routes for both:  http://www.heavens-above.com/ 
 

Penumbral Lunar Eclipse –Feb 10th 
 

The rising full moon on the 10th will be in mid Penumbral Eclipse.  This will not be that 

noticeable, as it will only be a dimming of the moon.  The moon will not go into the full 
shadow of the earth.  The Big Cypress event that night is going to be about the moon, 

so it will not be a dark sky event. 
 

Annual Dues 
 

It is Annual Dues time again.  Dues are $20.00 and can be paid at the meeting or mailed 
to SWFAS, Inc.  PO Box 100127 Cape Coral, FL 33910.  If you have any question about 

whether you have paid for 2017, contact me or Tim Barrier. 
 

Observing at Heron’s Glen 
 

Ron Madl hosted an event on Jan 24th.  Ron, Carol and Dave Stewart and I setup for 

observing.  We had a small but good turnout.  Had to battle smoke, but still had a lot to 

see.  Ron is planning another for March 1st.  

http://www.heavens-above.com/
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Southwest Florida Astronomical Society, Inc.   Event Schedule 2017 

Feb 2nd, 2017  Monthly Meeting  Calusa Nature Center & 

Planetarium 

7:30pm 

Feb 3rd, 2017 Public Observing Moore Observatory 

FSW, Punta Gorda 
Dusk 

Feb 10th, 2017 Big Cypress Observing Big Cypress Welcome Center 
Ochopee (US 41) 

7pm 

Feb 11th, 2017 STEMtastic/Edison Day 

of Discovery 

Harborside Event Center/ 
Centennial Park 

10am-3pm Solar 

Feb 18th, 2017 Solar Observing Ponce deLeon Park Punta Gorda 9am-12noon  

Feb 25th, 2017 Burrowing Owl Festival Rotary Park Cape Coral 10am-3pm Solar 

Feb 25th, 2017 Monthly Star Party Seahawk Park Cape Coral Dusk 

March 1st, 2017 Herons Glen Star Party Heron’s Glen, N Ft Myers Dusk 

March 2nd, 2017 Monthly Meeting  Calusa Nature Center & 

Planetarium 

7:30pm 

March 3rd, 2017  Public Star Party Rotary Park Cape Coral 7pm-10pm  

(3/4 is weather date) 

March 3rd, 2017 Public Observing Moore Observatory 

FSW, Punta Gorda 

Dusk 

March 18th, 2017 Solar Observing Bayshore Live Oak Park 

Port Charlotte 

9am-12noon  

March 25th, 2017 Monthly Star Party Caloosahatchee Regional Park Dusk (Arrive before gate 

closes, park fee) 

March 25th, 2017 Big Cypress Observing Big Cypress Welcome Center 

Ochopee (US 41) 

8pm 

April 6th, 2017  Monthly Meeting  Calusa Nature Center & 

Planetarium 

7:30pm 

April 7th, 2017 Public Observing Moore Observatory 

FSW, Punta Gorda 

Dusk 

April 15th, 2017 Solar Observing Ponce DeLeon Park 

Punta Gorda 

9am-12noon  

April 22nd, 2017 Monthly Star Party Seahawk Park Cape Coral Dusk 

May 4th, 2017  Monthly Meeting  Calusa Nature Center & 

Planetarium 

7:30pm 

May 5th, 2017 Public Observing Moore Observatory 

FSW, Punta Gorda 
Dusk 

May 20th, 2017 Solar Observing Harbour Heights Park  
Port Charlotte 

9am-12noon  

May 27th, 2017 Monthly Star Party Caloosahatchee Regional Park Dusk (Arrive before gate 

closes, park fee) 

June 2nd, 2017 Public Observing Moore Observatory 

FSW, Punta Gorda 
Dusk 

June 24th, 2017 Monthly Star Party Seahawk Park Cape Coral Dusk 

July 22nd, 2017 Monthly Star Party Seahawk Park Cape Coral Dusk 

Aug 19th, 2017 Monthly Star Party Seahawk Park Cape Coral Dusk 

Sept 23rd, 2017 Monthly Star Party Seahawk Park Cape Coral Dusk 

Oct 21st, 2017 Monthly Star Party Caloosahatchee Regional Park Dusk (Arrive before gate 

closes, park fee) 

Nov 18th, 2017 Monthly Star Party Seahawk Park Cape Coral Dusk 

Dec 16th, 2017 Monthly Star Party Caloosahatchee Regional Park Dusk (Arrive before gate 

closes, park fee) 
 

Date Event Location           Time/Note  
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All events are Weather Permitting.  If it is cloudy, we may not setup at all.  There may 
be no way to provide advance notice of cancellation.   
 

Monthly Star Parties:  These are held at either Caloosahatchee Regional Park (CRP) off SR78  
7 miles east of SR31 or at Seahawk Park in Cape Coral.  Other than park fees noted, these are 

free and open to the public. 
 

CRP has a gate that closes at dusk, you can check the county’s website for current gate closing 
times and the status of the park’s Northside entrance as that is where we observe from. (They 

may close the area if there are issues with the trails.)  There is a parking fee of $1/hr or $5/day 
at CRP.  Park in the main Northside parking lot.  We sometimes setup down the dirt road that 
goes to the east.  That area is grassy and may not be level, so one should walk on the dirt road 

as much as possible and watch their step. 
 

Seahawk Park is in North Cape Coral off Wilmington Blvd.  (Nelson Rd or Chiquita Blvd are the 
nearest cross streets.)  There is a brown sign in the center median at the entrance to the park.  

(GPS may not get you to the park, as some of the local roads have been closed.)  You will make 
a big J hook before getting to the parking area.  Seahawk Park is utilized by the Radio Controlled 

Planes and they have priority.  They are usually done by sunset but may be there before sunrise.  
Park in the lot and transport your equipment to the concrete staging area before the runway.  
This park is handicap capable as there is level concrete leading from parking to the staging area. 
 

Big Cypress:  The Big Cypress Visitor Center is located off US41 5 miles east of SR29 about 25 
miles east of Naples.  Big Cypress has earned a Dark Sky Park designation.  They hold observing 
events down the road that extends south of the Visitor Center during the winter months.  This is 

a real dark sky site.  One of their events this year is timed to a full moon with a penumbral 
eclipse, so that night will not be dark.  Their observing events are free. 
 

Solar Events:  We have daytime solar events where one can safely look at the Sun.  Things 

such as sunspots and prominences may be visible.  These are free unless tied to another event 
that may have an entrance fee. 
 

Rotary Park Star Party:  This is a free public star party held at Rotary Park at the south end of 

Pelican Blvd in South Cape Coral.  Park to the west of the main building and walk to where we 
are setup to the east of the main building.  If the weather is bad, we will try again the next 

night. 
 

Moore Observatory, FSW Punta Gorda Campus:  The campus is located off Airport Rd just 
east of I-75.  Go to the right around the lake and park.  The observatory is located down the 

path along the lake.  Besides the telescope in the observatory, additional scopes may be setup 
around the observatory.  This is a free event. 
 

Star Party Etiquette:  Bright white flashlights are not welcome.  We use red flashlights to 

preserve our night vision.  At the parks, please use just your parking lights if possible.  As there 
may be cords and tripod legs that are hard to see in the dark, we ask that all children be well 
behaved and cautious around the telescopes.  If you need help in moving around in the dark, 

just ask.  Someone will be happy to guide you with a red light.  If you have a telescope and 
need help with it, just ask.  Someone will be glad to show you how to use it.  
  

Golden Rules to Telescope Observing:  Move your eye to the telescope, don’t try to move 

the telescope to your eye!  Ladders/chairs are there for your support, the telescopes do not 
provide support and should not be touched. 

 
Minutes of the Southwest Florida Astronomical Society – January 5, 2016 will 

appear later.  
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Bright Comet Prospects for 2017 
By: Bob King from S & T 

Comet lovers have much to look forward to in 2017 with several potential 

binocular comets and at least two others for modest backyard telescopes. 

 
7th-magnitude 45P/Honda-Mrkos-Pajdusakova cut a fine figure on December 28th with 
a narrow gas tail pointing east. Gerald Rhemann 
 

The first is returning periodic comet 45P/Honda-Mrkos-Pajdusakova, currently 

painfully low in the southwestern sky in late evening twilight but mustering a healthy 
magnitude +7. Several observers have reported seeing it with binoculars this past week, 

including amateur Scott Harrington of Arkansas who spotted it in a pair of 7×35s. 
 

Due to clouds, my last observation was made two weeks ago. Then the comet appeared 

bright and well-condensed with a beautiful aqua-hued coma in a 15-inch reflector 
magnifying 64×. 
 

Binocular Bonanza 
 

As reported in an earlier blog, Comet 45P/H-M-P will show best in the early morning 
just before the start of dawn in February, when it could top out around magnitude +6.5. 

It will also be much easier to see, streaking from Hercules through Boötes over just a 

couple days as it makes an exceptionally close approach to Earth. 

http://www.skyandtelescope.com/author/robert-king-2/
http://www.astrostudio.at/index.php
http://www.aerith.net/comet/catalog/0045P/2016.html
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/worldwide-4p-comet-campaign-needs-your-photos/
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-45P-Dec.-28-G-Rhemann_ST.jpg
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45P/Honda-Mrkos-Pajdusakova arcs across Capricornus in January; it should remain 

visible very low in the southwestern sky until disappearing in the twilight glow around 
mid-month. The comet returns to view at dawn in early February. Click the map for a 

larger chart you can print out. Click here for a February–March map. Positions are 
plotted at 3-day intervals at 0h UT.  Sky & Telescope 
 

Periodic comets, those that lap the Sun in fewer than 200 years, are well represented 
this year. Next in line is the dashing little fuzzball 2P/Encke, which completes an orbit 

in a hurry, just 3.3 years. Encke always begins its apparition as a faint, diffuse mist but 

wastes no time brightening and compacting into a fine little comet suitable for small 
telescopes. 
 

http://www.skyandtelescope.com/wp-content/uploads/WEB_Comet45p_FebMar.pdf
http://cometography.com/pcomets/002p.html
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/wp-content/uploads/WEB_Comet45p_DecJan.pdf
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Watch for 2P/Encke to brighten to binocular visibility as it loops around the Circlet 

asterism in Pisces during early evening hours in February and March. Positions plotted 
daily with stars to magnitude +9.5. Source: Chris Marriott's SkyMap software 
 

The comet was recently snared by visual comet observers in December, but it still shines 
wanly at magnitude +12 at this writing. Watch for it to brighten to magnitude +9 by 

mid-February as it cracks the whip around the Circlet asterism in Pisces at nightfall. 
Soon after, Comet Encke plunges south and becomes lost in evening twilight by early to 

mid-March even as it swells to a predicted magnitude of ~6.5.  
 

Keep 'em Comin' 
 

 
C/2015 ER61 (PanSTARRS) may not look like much now (this photo taken December 8), 

but come perihelion on May 10th, it could become visible in binoculars low in the east at 
the start of dawn.  Joseph Brimacombe 

http://www.skyandtelescope.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-Encke-9.5mag-daily-7_30pm_ST2.jpg
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-ER61-J-Brimacombe-Dec8.jpg
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Eager for more? Pull closer to the table. The next comet, PanSTARRS (C/2015 ER61), 

has created a flurry of excitement with some estimating its peak magnitude as bright as 
+2. Discovered as an asteroid in 2015, it was later shown to exhibit a coma and 

renamed as a comet. Most sources I've checked, including Seiichi Yoshida's 
excellent Weekly Bright Comets and JPL's Horizon site, put C/2015 ER61 at 

magnitude +7 from mid-April through mid-May. No complaints here. Any comet visible 
in binoculars is a gift, and every one of them looks even more amazing in a telescope. 

 
C/2015 ER61's path parallels the ecliptic throughout the year. It will be brightest in 
northern mid-spring but low in the eastern sky at the start of dawn throughout its 

apparition. Positions plotted at 5-day intervals with stars to magnitude +7.  
Source: Chris Marriott's SkyMap software 

Still, some may struggle to find this cotton ball. Why? C/2015 ER61 has a serious 
altitude problem for observers at mid-northern latitudes throughout its apparition. The 

comet tracks along the ecliptic never far behind the Sun. This month, the 30″ diameter, 
13th-magnitude comet creeps from Libra into Scorpius, keeping observers at bay until 

the very start of dawn, when it finally reaches a somewhat reasonable height above the 
horizon. When brightest in May, it will be crossing from Aquarius to Pisces. 

 
Comet Johnson (C/2015 V2) is currently well-placed in the morning sky for amateur 
observation. A short tail pointing northwest is visible in 10-inch and larger scopes. 

Chris Schur 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C/2015_ER61_(PANSTARRS)
http://www.aerith.net/comet/weekly/current.html
http://ssd.jpl.nasa.gov/horizons.cgi#results
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-ER61-FINAL-wide-mag7.0_4am.jpg
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-V2-Johnson-Dec9-Chris-Schur.jpg
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I've got high hopes for a relative newcomer to the comet scene, Johnson (C/2015 

V2), which may peak around magnitude +6.5 in early June as it slides down the eastern 
side of Boötes high in the southern sky before the mosquitoes return. Currently at 

magnitude +11.5, 1′ in diameter and moderately condensed, this comet is warming up 
for its spring performance in the morning sky in northern Boötes. An 8-incher should 

coax it into view using magnifications of 100× and higher. 

 
Comet Johnson (C/2015 V2 ) should put on a nice evening show during May and June as 

it races to a June 12th perihelion. Positions plotted at 5-day intervals with stars to 

magnitude +8.    Source: Chris Marriott's SkyMap software 

By the way, if you lack the software to create a comet path, you can always download 
the latest version of the free program Stellarium for Windows or Mac and pinpoint this 

and any other comet's position one night at a time. To ensure you have all the stars 
need (down to magnitude 14 and fainter), click on the Configuration tab on the left side 

of your screen, select Tools, then download Star Catalog Updates. 

http://www.aerith.net/comet/catalog/2015V2/2015V2.html
http://www.aerith.net/comet/catalog/2015V2/2015V2.html
http://www.stellarium.org/
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-V2-Johnson-8.0mag-3-30am_ST.jpg
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Comet 41P/Tuttle-Giacobini-Kresak begins the year moving north along the Leo–Cancer 

border, where it's well-placed for viewing in the evening sky. Watch for the comet to 
brighten from about magnitude +12 in mid-January to +10 by early March. This chart is 

plotted at 3-day intervals for 0hUT. Click for a full-size chart. Click here for charts for 
March through June when the comet is brightest.  Sky & Telescope 

http://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/worldwide-4p-comet-campaign-needs-your-photos/
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/wp-content/uploads/WEB_Comet41p_JanFeb.pdf
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I saved what might become the brightest comet for last, 41P/Tuttle-Giacobini-

Kresak. We touched on this one in a blog last November as one of the three periodic 
comets that are making extremely close passes of Earth in the next two years. Come 

April, as it tears across the northern circumpolar sky, it may max out at magnitude +6 
and become faintly visible with the naked eye under rural skies. While that's exciting 

enough to contemplate, this comet is known for outrageous outbursts. Twice in 1973 it 
underwent 10-magnitude eruptions! More recently, in December 2001, it shot up three 

magnitudes unexpectedly. Watch out for this live wire! 

Fainter Fuzzies 

 
71P/Clark may brighten to magnitude +10 in late spring as it winds through Ophiuchus 

and Scorpius. Positions plotted every 5 days with stars to magnitude +9.5. 
Source: Chris Marriott's SkyMap software 
 

As if that's not enough, two other fainter comets will help to fill in any gaps, making sure 
no one goes home cometless in 2017. They're both periodic:  mid-June to early July as it 

describes a lazy S through Scorpius. Southern Hemisphere observers are favored, but 
the comet will still be high enough to catch from mid-northern latitudes during its 

brightest period. In late May, watch for it to pass just 2° east of Antares. 
 

http://cometography.com/pcomets/041p.html
http://cometography.com/pcomets/041p.html
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/worldwide-4p-comet-campaign-needs-your-photos/
http://cometography.com/pcomets/041p.html
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-Clark-mag-9.5-midnight.jpg
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Another one for early birds. 24P/Schaumasse returns after 8.2 years, gliding from 

eastern Leo through Virgo in the wee hours of November and December. Positions are 
daily with stars to magnitude +9.  Chris Marriott's SkyMap software 

24P/Schaumasse, which returns every 8.2 years, rounds out 2017 with a morning 
appearance at magnitude +10–10.5 in November and December while tracking across 
the "Cup" of Virgo, home to hundreds of galaxies, including this mobile lookalike. 

 
Comet 41P/Tuttle-Giacobini-Kresak may reach naked-eye visibility (magnitude +6) in 

Ursa Major from a dark site in early April 2017. We see it here on December 23, 2000.    

Michael Jaeger 

Finally, let's not forget the quixotic, exotic and alphabetic 29P/Schwassmann-
Wachmann, known for frequent outbursts that can take it from magnitude +14 or +15 

to +10 or +11 overnight. You can watch for it beginning in May and watch all the way 
through year's end as it crawls across northern Capricornus into Aquarius. 

No matter what your instrument — naked eye, binoculars, or telescope — 2017 
promises to be a bountiful year for comet lovers. And that doesn't even include new 

ones that are just waiting to be discovered! 

http://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/celestial-objects-to-watch/comets/comet-29pschwassmann-wachmann-1-in-outburst/
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/celestial-objects-to-watch/comets/comet-29pschwassmann-wachmann-1-in-outburst/
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-Schamasse-mag9.0-5_30am.jpg
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/wp-content/uploads/41P-Dec23_2000-Jaeger.jpg
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Comet Campaign: Amateurs Wanted 

By Marcus Woo 

 

 

 

In a cosmic coincidence, three comets will soon be approaching Earth—and astronomers 

want you to help study them. This global campaign, which will begin at the end of 
January when the first comet is bright enough, will enlist amateur astronomers to help 

researchers continuously monitor how the comets change over time and, ultimately, 
learn what these ancient ice chunks reveal about the origins of the solar system. 

Over the last few years, spacecraft like NASA's Deep Impact/EPOXI or ESA's Rosetta (of 
which NASA played a part) discovered that comets are more dynamic than anyone 

realized. The missions found that dust and gas burst from a comet's nucleus every few 
days or weeks—fleeting phenomena that would have gone unnoticed if it weren't for the 

constant and nearby observations. But space missions are expensive, so for three 
upcoming cometary visits, researchers are instead recruiting the combined efforts of 

telescopes from around the world. 

"This is a way that we hope can get the same sorts of observations: by harnessing the 

power of the masses from various amateurs," says Matthew Knight, an astronomer at 
the University of Maryland.  

By observing the gas and dust in the coma (the comet's atmosphere of gas and dust), 

and tracking outbursts, amateurs will help professional researchers measure the 
properties of the comet's nucleus, such as its composition, rotation speed, and how well 

it holds together.  

The observations may also help NASA scout out future destinations. The three targets 

are so-called Jupiter family comets, with relatively short periods just over five years—
and orbits that are accessible to spacecraft. "The better understood a comet is," Knight 

says, "the better NASA can plan for a mission and figure out what the environment is 
going to be like, and what specifications the spacecraft will need to ensure that it will be 

successful." 

The first comet to arrive is 41P/Tuttle-Giacobini-Kresak, whose prime window runs from 
the end of January to the end of July. Comet 45P/Honda-Mrkos-Pajdusakova will be 

most visible between mid-February and mid-March. The third target, comet 

46P/Wirtanen won't arrive until 2018.  
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Still, the opportunity to observe three relatively bright comets within roughly 18 months 

is rare. "We're talking 20 or more years since we've had anything remotely resembling 
this," Knight says. "Telescope technology and our knowledge of comets are just totally 

different now than the last time any of these were good for observing." 

For more information about how to participate in the campaign, visit 
http://www.psi.edu/41P45P46P. 

  

An orbit diagram of comet 41P/Tuttle-Giacobini-Kresak on February 8, 2017—a day that 

falls during the comet’s prime visibility window. The planets orbits are white curves and 
the comet’s orbit is a blue curve. The brighter lines indicate the portion of the orbit that 

is above the ecliptic plane defined by Earth’s orbital plane and the darker portions are 
below the ecliptic plane. This image was created with the Orbit Viewer applet, provided 

by the Osamu Ajiki (AstroArts) and modified by Ron Baalke (Solar System Dynamics 
group, JPL). http://ssd.jpl.nasa.gov/sbdb.cgi?orb=1;sstr=41P 

 

  

http://www.psi.edu/41P45P46P
http://ssd.jpl.nasa.gov/sbdb.cgi?orb=1;sstr=41P
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Club Officers & Positions:  

 

President:  Vice President: Secretary: 

Brian Risley Bruce Dissette Don Palmer 

swfasbrisley@embarqmail.com bdissette@centurylink.net swfas.sec@gmail.com  

(239-464-0366)   (239-936-2212) (239-334-3471)  
 

Treasurer: Program Coordinator: Librarian: 

Tim Barrier  Mike McCauley Maria Berni 

barrier.tim@gmail.com mmccauley13@comcast.net (239-940-2935) 

(239-887-8864)  (860-982-5022) 
 

Viewing Coords./Fakahatchee: Viewing Coord/Caloosahatchee: WebsiteCoordinator: 

Chuck Pavlick Bruce Dissette Bill Francis  

cpav4565@gmail.com bdissette@centurylink.net  Bill_Francis@hotmail.com  

(239-560-1516) (239-936-2212) (239-233-0958) 

Tony Heiner 

verahei@aol.com Equipment Coordinator: Club Historian: 

(941-629-8849) Brian Risley Danny Secary   
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 (239-464-0366) (239-470-4764) 
 

Astronomical League Calusa Nature Center Newsletter Editors:  

Coordinator: (ALCOR): Planetarium Director: Ron Madl 

John MacLean Heather Preston rmadlksu@gmail.com  

john.maclean@comcast.net heather@calusanature.org (785-410-2911) 

(239-707-3365) (239-275-3435) Chris Rasmussen 
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                     (423-505-4758) 
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