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Dave Gibson
Nederland

The NCAA Basketball Tournament 
may have been cancelled this year due 
to coronavirus, yet Nederland had a 
sweet sixteen of its own last Friday, 
March 20, at the B&F Mountain 
Market—sixteen is how many workers 
were on duty that day assuring that 
people had access to food. There 
are enough other employees at B&F 
and behind the scenes to fill the 

brackets. As important as changing 
our habits during these challenging 
times, is keeping the food supply 
chain operational and its workers 
healthy. Please stay home if you 
are experiencing flu-like symptoms 
or suspect that you may have been 
exposed to the virus. Limit grocery 
shopping to once a week. 

Rules such as the employees wearing 
protective gloves, not touching their 
faces with their hands, frequent hand 
washing, and repeated disinfecting 

B&F Mountain Market, taking care of community

Sharing community appreciation

It’s been crunch time at B&F for Susan Ball -- and the 

end is not in sight. Mark Stringfellow brightened a hectic 

Saturday morning by volunteering to bag/stock and 

presenting Susan with flowers on behalf of Nederland 
Community Presbyterian Church. Thanks, Susan and the 

Ball family. You’re a blessing to our community!
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of checkout counter surfaces are 
now standard procedure. As a further 
precaution, only twenty-five to thirty 
shoppers are allowed in the store at 
one time and a short line is sometimes 
encountered outside the entrance. The 
first hour of business is reserved for 
seniors. Even though the shelves are 
well-stocked and projected to remain 
that way, so that there is enough for 
everyone and to prevent hoarding, 
temporary limits have been placed 
on certain items such as milk, bread, 

and pasta. Those I encountered were 
upbeat and grateful for the essential 
service in the safest environment 
possible. They are genuinely happy 
to see and chat with their neighbors 
again, albeit often with a little more 
space between them.

B&F Mountain Market extends its 
thanks to patrons for their cooperation 
and patience during the pandemic. 
The mountain community thanks 
B&F and all of its employees for their 
commitment.  
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Waiting patiently in line for groceries

For the first time since Friday, I left home. I needed diesel for my tractor (snow coming) and premix 
and bar oil for my chainsaws. I knew that B&F was opening at 1 p.m., so I left the house at 11:30 a.m., 

thinking I’d be there in time. I was about half an hour early. They were letting 20 people in at a time. 

I happened to be number 20 in line. I went in and got one carton of eggs (one carton per household 
limit). This was what I saw when I came out. 

Cornerstone of the community

Dan Ball and his crew give the thumbs up while providing a safe environment and keeping the food 

supply chain open.


