
Two people bitten in
Colorado Springs

by Dave Gibson

Recently, with rising temperatures, rat-

tlesnakes have emerged from their dens. On

April 28th a woman was struck by a prairie

rattlesnake next to the parking lot at Garden

of the Gods in Colorado Springs. Three days

later (also in Colorado Springs), another

woman was bitten by a rattlesnake while

walking her dog at Ute Valley Park. She was

found wandering deliriously with sweaty

pale skin, a swollen ankle, and dangerously

low blood pressure. The woman was rushed

by Flight for Life to Penrose Hospital. After

being treated with anti-venom, both people

survived their encounters.

Seventy-five people a year suffer snake

bites in Colorado. On October 7th, 2017,

Daniel Hohs of Golden died from a prairie

rattlesnake bite he received in Golden Gate

Canyon. Mostly preferring elevations below

8,000 feet where the weather is warmer, rat-

tlesnakes have occasionally been seen as

high as 9,500 ft. Ways to avoid being bitten

while enjoying the outdoors in rattlesnake

country would seem obvious:

• Be aware of your surroundings and don’t

hike alone if you can help it.

• Wear high top leather boots and long pants

if possible.

• Watch your path when stepping over logs

or scaling rocks.

• Keep dogs on a short leash.

• If you come across a rattlesnake, give it a

wide berth.

In the event that you are bitten by a rat-

tlesnake, the best thing you can do is get

yourself to the hospital as quickly as you can

by calling 911 or asking for help. Stay calm

and walk rather than run. Applying ice, a

tourniquet, or cutting the wound and trying

to suck the poison out are bad ideas. With

proper precautions and actions, your

chances of dying from a rattlesnake bite in

Colorado, while not unheard of, are mini-

mal.  
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