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TUFTED PUFFINS
     Aleut and Ainu people traditionally hunted tufted puf-

fins for food and feathers. The skins from puffins with 

the soft plumage facing inward, were often 

used to make parkas. These practices for-

tunately never caught on globally regarding 

the dinner plate or the fashion runway and 

today there are 2,400,000 tufted puffins liv-

ing in the wild.

     Found only in and around the northern 

Pacific Ocean, tufted puffins spend almost 

half of the year at sea. Around April the 

puffins will gather at the craggy island cliff 

or rocky outcrop from whence they were 

born. Creamy white faces along with bright 

reddish-orange bills and feet announce that 

breeding season has arrived. Blonde “tufts” 

sweep back from the ears of their dark stocky bodies on 

both sexes. Behaviors at this time of year include “strut-

ting”, “billing”, and “skypointing” (flying straight up into 

the air to attract a mate). Providing protection against 

marauding gulls and crows, a burrow up to 

7 feet long is excavated with their feet and 

thick bills. The clutch will contain just one 

egg.

     Tufted puffins subside mainly on small 

fish such as anchovies but will sometimes 

eat squid, jellyfish, zooplankton, and crab. 

Highly social, flocks of 10 to 25 birds will fish 

together. Their 15 inch wingspan is primarily 

designed for diving and underwater swim-

ming. Puffins have been observed return-

ing from sea carrying 60 fish in their bills at 

one time. They achieve this remarkable feat 

by pressing their tongues against the spiny 

upper palate of their mouths freeing their lower beaks to 

catch more fish.  

Dave Gibson is a photographer & writer focusing on the natu-
ral world around us.  His imagery can be found on his web site 
at www.davegibsonimages.com
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