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The Wi ld  S ide
THE MOOSE IS LOOSE

 The largest member of the deer family at seven feet tall at the shoulder 
and weighing up to 1,600 pounds, moose are only recent residents of 
Colorado. 

In 1978 four bulls and eight cows were introduced to the Illinois River 
drainage south of Walden. The next year twelve more moose were re-
located there. In 1986 another twelve went to the Laramie River and in 
1991 and 1992 sixty-five captured moose from Utah found new homes 
near Creede. Today there are approximately 1000 moose across the state 
in varying densities. The western side of Rocky Mountain National Park 
is where I’ve consistently seen the most moose although they now also 
reside in Boulder and Gilpin Counties as well. They’ve been seen from 
Los Lagos Ranch to Barker Reservoir and the Sourdough Trail. When 
one casually sauntered through the streets of town a few years ago, I was 
convinced that Nederland was indeed Cicely, Alaska of the television 
show Northern Exposure.

The name moose is derived from the Algonquian word “moz” which 
means “he trims and shaves.” During the September through October 
mating season moose will consume up to 130 lbs. of forage each day. 
Water lilies, pine needles, algae, and leaves will be “shaved” along with 
prodigious amounts of their particular favorite - scrub willow. With 
long spindly legs and a short neck, moose often kneel on their front 
limbs when browsing grasses and sedges. The males “palmate” antlers 
are shaped like the inside of a hand and can span five feet across and 
be eighty pounds. Shed after the rut, rodents will gnaw at them to ob-
tain calcium. A fatty flap of skin called a dewlap or “bell” hangs from 
moose’s throat and emits a musk which the bulls rub on cows while 
mating. Possessing poor eyesight, their senses of hearing and smell are 

superb. With strong shoulder 
muscles they can swim six miles 
per hour and run thirty-five. 
The bond between cows and 
calves is intense and the young 
will stay with their mothers 
until the next calf is born. The 
newborn can stand within a few 
hours of delivery and swim in 
about two weeks. Moose prefer 
cooler temperatures. The hairs 
on their coat are hollow and pro-
vide an extra layer of insulation 
during the colder months of the 
year. Moose are generally docile 
creatures but may become ag-
gressive or even deadly if threat-
ened. Sometimes unpredictable, 
scores of moose attacks are on 
record. In 2006 the ninety two 
year old former mayor of Grand 
Lake Louis Heckert was seri-
ously injured by a moose while 
walking to church. That moose had to be destroyed for public safety 
and was found to have injuries most likely sustained in a collision with 
an automobile which may have contributed to the unprovoked attack.
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