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GOLDEN EAGLES
Stretching across the entire northern hemisphere with an es-
timated population of 170 thousand individual birds, half of 
the world’s golden eagles reside in the United States. Found 
primarily in our western states, they range from the Brooks 
Range, Alaska south to central Mexico where they are the 
national bird. At up to twenty pounds of weight with a seven 
foot wingspan, only the bald eagle and California condor are 
larger in North America. Females can be one third bigger 

than males. Dark brown with a golden crown and nape, they 
are one of four “booted eagles” worldwide with feathers ex-
tending to their talons.
Preferring remote mountains, plains, tundra, and grassland, 
their territory can extend 160 square miles. With eyesight 8 
times keener than a human’s, 80 percent of their diet consists 
of small mammals such as hares, skunks, marmots, mice, 
prairie dogs and ground squirrels.  They are also known to 
feed on grouse, reptiles, and deer fawns. Diving at 150 miles 
per hour, they have been witnessed knocking mountain goat 
kids off cliffs for a meal. When food is scarce in the winter, 
carrion is on the menu. Trainable for falconry, Asian nomads 
sometimes use them while hunting foxes and wolves.
Monogamous, usually pairing for life, nests 6 ½ ft. in diam-
eter and 3 ft. high are built on rocky crags or less often in 
trees. They may have several which are alternately used from 
year to year each time being strengthened with branches and 
lined with fresh grass. One to four eggs are laid hatching in 
about 45 days. Covered in fluffy white down and weighing 3 
ounces, the first born out-competes the other chicks and is 
most often the lone survivor. Tended by the female, its mate 
provides food for both of them. In eleven weeks the eaglet 
will fledge fending for itself. 
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Dave Gibson is a photographer & writer focusing on the natu-
ral world around us.  His imagery can be found on his web site 
at www.davegibsonimages.com
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