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THE OWL AND THE RABBIT

     According to an Iroquois legend, Raweno (creator of 

everything) was making a rabbit one day. Fashioning the 

animal in the way that was requested, the rabbit was to 

have long ears and legs like a deer and the sharp fangs 

and claws of a mountain lion. While work-

ing on the back legs, an unformed owl in a 

nearby tree spoke up. “I want a sweeping 

neck like the swan’s, bright red plumage 

like a cardinal, the long beak of an egret, 

and elegant display feathers like the her-

on. Make me the fastest and most beauti-

ful of birds!” exclaimed the owl. Raweno 

informed the owl that no one was allowed 

to watch him while he worked and to close 

his eyes and be quiet. The owl paid no heed, continuing 

to observe as the rabbit’s ears were formed, all the while 

adding requirements to his own design. At once Raweno 

grabbed the owl from his perch and stuffed his head into 

his body! Violently shaking the owl until his eyes almost 

popped from his face, he then pulled the owl’s ears up 

from the side of his head! “Now you won’t be able to crane 

your neck to watch that which you shouldn’t be seeing.” 

said Raweno. “Your ears can now hear 

what not to do. Your eyes are now wide-

open but will see only at night as I work 

during the day.” With that Raweno turned 

the owl’s color gray and splattered him 

with mud as punishment for his disobe-

dience. His work interrupted, he turned 

to where the rabbit had been only to find 

that it had fled in fright. Unfinished, his 

front legs were never made long causing 

the rabbit to hop. He also never received his sharp teeth 

and claws and would always be afraid. 

Dave Gibson is a photographer & writer focusing on the natu-
ral world around us.  His imagery can be found on his web site 
at www.davegibsonimages.com
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