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PINE GROSBEAKS
By Dave Gibson

     The only member of its genus and largest of the 
“winter finches” at ten inches long with a wing-
span of 13 inches, pine grosbeaks are year-
round residents of Colorado. Heavy-chest-
ed with a dusky forked tail, the head, 
breast, and back, of males is a striking 
rosy-red and in females yellowish-olive. 
The rest of their bodies are grey with 
their wings sporting two prominent 
white wingbars. Secondary feathers 
and tertial edges are also tipped in 
white. Immature grosbeaks resemble 
the female. Unwary and slow-mov-
ing, pine grosbeak’ tameness led to 
Newfoundlanders nicknaming them 
“Mopes.” 
     Found in boreal coniferous forests 
of North America, they are monogamous 
producing one brood each season. Male 
grosbeaks will develop pouches in the floor 
of their mouths during the breeding season to 
carry extra food for their young. Ninety percent veg-
etarian, their diet consists of mostly buds and seeds 

of various trees and grasses along with spiders and 
insects. In winter they flock together and have 

been known to consume all of the fruit of a 
particular tree or bush before moving on. 

Pine grosbeaks’, black, stubby, conical bill 
is well suited for discarding the pulp then 
cracking and eating the seed – their fa-
vorite part of a berry. They drink water 
or ingest snow daily.
     After a fourteen day incubation, two 
to five featherless hatchlings appear in 
late spring. Fledging in another fifteen 
days, it will take another couple before 
they are truly flying. Even after leaving 
the nest, they will continue to beg for 
sustenance. Anyone with a black sun-

flower seed platform feeder has most 
likely seen this behavior with the young 

grosbeaks achieving good results in the 
form of regurgitated food from their mothers.

Dave Gibson is a photographer & writer focusing on the natu-
ral world around us.  His imagery can be found on his web site 
at www.davegibsonimages.com
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