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  My visit to a Maasai village eight 

years ago was one of the highlights 

of my safari to the Masai Mara, 

Kenya. After miserably failing to 

achieve fire, I wandered about 

snapping a few photos when I 

noticed a teenage boy holding a 

baby inside the doorway of their 

hut. A girl stood behind him and a 

small boy squeezed past his broth-

er’s leg to get a better look at the 

camera-toting stranger. I then 

crouched low on one knee, cocked 

my head forward, smiled, and 

waved to the small boy to recog-

nize him in par-

ticular. When he 

waved back, I 

felt I had made a 

connection, if 

not just for a 

moment. 

  Returning to 

the same village 

in April, 2019, I 

brought a pic-

ture of the four children to present 

as a gift. I was curious to see how 

they had changed and was hoping 

to get a group portrait again. When 

I handed the photo to a Maasai 

elder, all of the warriors gathered 

around for a better look at it. 

Flattered at their reaction, I would 

later learn the reason for their great 

interest. Eventually everyone in 

the village would see the picture 

before it came to rest in the hands 

of the children’s father. 

  The name of the boy who waved 

in that shot is Shadrack. He is now 

twelve years old, attends school, 

likes to draw, and enjoys playing 

football (soccer). His older sister 

(Shuumbai) is nineteen and mar-

ried. The baby of the grouping 

(Dennis) is nine years old, and like 

Shadrack is an artist. The oldest 

boy, holding Dennis in the photo, 

is named Rimoine. Fourteen years 

of age in the picture, much is 

expected of the eldest who play an 

important role in the family. Three 

years ago while swimming in the 

Mara River with friends, he was 

pulled under the water by a croco-

dile and never seen again. 

  Many of the father and mother’s 

hopes and dreams now rest with 

Shadrack. Shuumbai and Dennis 

were unavailable for pictures so 

that obligation also fell to 

Shadrack. Somewhat shy because 

of all the unexpected attention he 

was receiving, through a translator, 

I was able to coax another wave 

from him. 

  Dave Gibson has been a photo-

journalist at the Weekly Register-

Call for thirteen years. To view 

past articles and pictures go to 

www.DaveGibsonImages.com.
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In April of 2019, I was able to coax another wave from Shadrack (top 

right).

From left to right, Dennis, Shuumbai, Rimoine, and Shadrack in 2011.



DAVE GIBSON

WEEKLY REGISTER-CALL  13THURSDAY, JULY 4,  2019

DAVE GIBSON


