
Gilpin County News
BLACK HAWK, CO www.Gi lp inCountyNews.com75 cents Vol 3, 18 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30,  2006

E D U C AT I O N

Man sentenced in Coal
Creek cyclist death. p14construction contract

proceeds under Commissioners
guidance, plus finance reports,
land deals, bus shelters, tax lien

Education Forum to be
held, issues affecting Gilpin. p7

COURTESY BOE

was not spotted in Gilpin County,

Red Dolly hosts bikers
in Toys-for-Tots run. p16

LYNN VOLKENS

Officially elected 
candidates in Gilpin. p2

LYNN VOLKENS

R E S O U R C E S C O U N T Y

New Road & Bridge
facility construction contract
proceeds under Commissioners
guidance, plus finance reports,
land deals, bus shelters, tax lien
sales, and liquor licenses. p2

Has development
reached saturation for
water resources in Gilpin? Wells
run dry near Justice Center.
Q&A public water forum held.
p3

This Red-Footed Booby was not spotted in Gilpin County,
but was captured by local photographer Dave Gibson. p8-9

DAVE GIBSON

This red-footed booby
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Galapagos Islands treasures

Pottery shard evidence indi-

cates that Indians of Mantena or 

Huancavilea culture, from pres-

ent-day Ecuador, via balsa rafts, 

were probably the first people to 
visit the Galapagos Islands in the 

1400s. The Inca Prince Yupanqui 

and his army were next, followed 

by early Spanish explorers who 

called the islands Las Islas Encan-

tadas - The Enchanted Islands. In 

1535 the western world officially 
“discovered” them through the 

Bishop of Panama, Fray Tomas 

de Berlanga. Dispatched to Peru 

by King Charles V to report on 

Pizarro’s reputedly overzealous 

conquistadors, they drifted off 

course to 600 miles west of the 

mainland. Relieved to see terra 

firma once again, they promptly 
went ashore in search of water. 

Finding none, and wind conditions 

again favorable, they sailed back 

towards the east, mixing remain-

ing water supplies with casks of 

wine, ultimately arriving in good 

shape if not slightly inebriated.

The Galapagos Islands are 

geologically recent, surfacing 

anywhere between 200 thousand 

years ago as in the case of Ferd-

nandina and Isabela, and 5 million 

years ago for San Cristobal. Al-

though on the equator, the climate 

is considered subtropical with dry 

and rainy seasons. A volcanic ar-

chipelago, it is comprised of 19 

islands and 42 islets, and is fed by 

several nutrient rich oceanic cur-

rents that support its diverse life 

forms.

The giant tortoise, of which the 

Galapagos Islands were named, 

rules supreme, unperturbed and 

comfortable in his perception of 

time. Things were not always so 

relaxed when whalers and sealers 

would stow them upside-down 

for up to a year, without water, as 

a source of fresh meat. It is esti-

mated that upwards of 200 thou-

sand met their demise in this way. 

Nowadays, Darwin Station rears 

and repatriates giant tortoises into 

the wild and is credited with sav-

ing eight separate species. The 

land iguana has also benefited, 
with three species saved from ex-

tinction.

The Galapagos is a remote 

land that time seemingly forgot. 

Left to its own means, without 

predators, it evolved on its own 

terms. Most of the animals are 

closely related to those of Cen-

tral and South America, notable 

exceptions being the Galapagos 

sea lion, from North America, 

and the Galapagos penguin, from 

Antarctica. From the first seed 
that washed ashore to the bird 

droppings that fertilized it, every-

thing here is an import.

Because of the historic lack of 

predators, the wildlife is remark-

ably tame and shows no fear of 

humans. On strictly designated 

trails, you must at times avoid 

stepping on the stray marine 

iguana or Nazca booby. They 

won’t move - why should they? 

No one has laid a foot on them for 

hundreds of thousands of years! 

Black marine turtles drag them-

selves determinedly up the beach 

to lay their eggs, oblivious to any 

onlookers. The flightless cormo-

rant was so unconcerned about at-

tack that he lost the ability to fly. 
One day, a shipmate was sitting 

in the water cooling off, when to 

her surprise, a playful sea lion de-

cided that her back would make 

a good place to scratch his chin!

From onboard our 112-ft. 

sailing vessel, the “Diamonte” 

or diamond, we board a panga, 

a motorized inflatable 
raft, similar to a Zodi-

ac, outfitted with heavy 
rope netting on its prow. 

Having just arrived at 

Baltra, we are already 

headed to our first des-

tination of North Sey-

mour Island. Waves 

lap at our craft as birds 

circle endlessly above 

in an impromptu bal-

let. In search of food, a 

blue-footed booby glides past, 

dips one shoulder, folds back 

his wings, and splash! Nothing 

for his efforts this time. I would 

see different species of boobies 

and brown pelicans performing 

this maneuver over and over like 

single-minded obsessed kamika-

zes. Sometimes they would even 

catch a fish!

Trip of a lifetime

by Dave Gibson

Galapagos Islands treasures
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This crab is so difficult to eat that it’s relatively safe

from the Lava Heron.
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This baby Booby is waiting on fish puree lunch

to be regurgitated by the mother.
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Marine Iguanas cling to the rocks amid pounding surf to eat what is

brought up to them by each wave. Males swim under water as well.
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Brown pelicans soar gracefully over the shores looking for fish. The good ship Diamane provided transport around the islands.

Marine iguanas cling to the rocks amid pounding surf to eat what is 

brought up to them by each wave. Males swim under water as well.

This baby booby is waiting on fish puree lunch to 
be regurgitated by the mother.

This crab is so difficult to eat that it’s relatively safe 
from the lava heron.
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A swallowtail gull greets our 

landing party as we negotiate 

the slippery rocks to the trail-

head. Along the trail, we quick-

ly encounter a number of lava 

lizards. Four to eight inches in 

length, they are gray and brown 

with the males sporting a splash 

of “lava” on their undersides 

and the females on their face. It 

is important to stay on the path 

here as the lizards have dug their 

nests everywhere. I notice one 

lava lizard borough in particular 

that contains eggs being jealous-

ly guarded by the proud madre. 

Farther along the trail, an impres-

sive land iguana loudly gnaws at 

a prickly pear cactus. Larger than 

the South American iguana, he is 

yellow, stately in appearance, and 

heavily muscled. Behind him, 

towards the ocean, is a group of 

brightly marked marine iguanas, 

basking on the dusky volcanic 

rocks. One gives out a sneeze to 

clear its nostrils of salt. Around 

the bend lies the largest colony 

of magnificent frigates on the 
islands, and their curious mat-

ing displays, which can be seen 

throughout the year. Quite a few 

nests, sprinkled among the salt 

bush, are occupied by panting 

frigates trying to last out the day’s 

heat. In a blatantly ostentatious 

display, a male frigate cocks his 

head back to better show his fully 

inflated crimson throat. Next, it’s 
a colony of blue-footed boobies 

tucked in, on, and around every 

available boulder in sight. In a 

striking example of contrariety, 

their ungainly, clumsy comings 

and goings belie their real mas-

tery of the sky and water. With 

our lungs filled with the invig-

orating mixture of sea mist and 

guano, we continue on to Gala-

pagos sea lions lounging in the 

white coral sands, every once in a 

while bothering to lift their heads 

to offer a glassy brown eye. With 

the sights and smells fresh in our 

minds, the sounds of seabirds fill 
the azure skies as we disembark.

Each island is unique in its own 

way. Everyone who visits these 

“Enchanted Islands” takes away 

something different in a series of 

special moments. After all, each 

wildlife encounter is a new one! 

The beaks of finches and the vari-

ance of the marine iguanas’ col-

oration from island to island gave 

Darwin, and the world, “The Or-

igin of Species” and “The Theo-

ry of Evolution.” Daniel Defoe 

garnered the raw material for 

“Robinson Crusoe” from here. I 

got irreplaceable memories, like 

the time I blindly snorkeled over 

a rock ledge above two white-

tipped sharks that were waiting to 

ambush something smaller than 

myself, and when we bumpily 

tailed a sei whale in our panga at 

sunset, until it gracefully slipped 

back into the sea.
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“ H A P P Y  T H A N K S G I V I N G ! ”

Sea Lions play, a Galapagos Tortoise has lunch, and a male Magnificant Frigate puts on a mating show.

Motivated Seller!

DAVE GIBSON

VE GIBSON

Sea lions play, a Galapagos tortoise has lunch, and a male magnificent frigate puts on a mating show.


