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The Wild Animal
Sanctuary

by Dave Gibson

There are thirty thousand large

carnivores outside the zoo system

living in the U.S. Four thousand

tigers alone reside in Texas repre-

senting more than are left in the

wild. Legal and illegal private

ownership of these animals takes

many forms from people wanting

them as pets to their use in wildlife

exhibits, zoos, circuses, research

centers, game farms, and the enter-

tainment industry. Often kept in

substandard conditions, when the

animals outlive their usefulness or

become unruly and too expensive

to feed, they many times are euth-

anized.

Pat Craig began saving these dis-

carded animals in 1980 at his par-

ents' farm outside Boulder, CO.

For the last sixteen years his

organization "The Wild Animal

Sanctuary" (TWAS) has been

located in Keenesburg, CO and has

rescued over 1000 animals. They

provide expert care to lions, tigers,

and bears. Oh my! Lynx, bobcats,

foxes, leopards, mountain lions,

wolves, and servals have also

found refuge there. They even tend

a camel and three emus that chase

local bald eagles off of their food

in the fields! Adopted dogs serve

as surrogates to young arrivals.

TWAS is the oldest and largest

nonprofit facility dedicated to res-

cuing captive exotic and endan-

gered large carnivores in the

United States. On a rural rolling

320 acre patch of prairie, half of

the land is presently devoted to

animal habitat. None of the ani-

mals at TWAS are bred, sold, or

exploited. Enclosures, other than

the "tiger roundhouse" and the

ones for some of the smaller crit-

ters, are anywhere from five to 25

acres in size supplying ample

room to roam. Placement and rota-

tions of animals in their new

homes depends on group dynamics

and previous levels of abuse suf-

fered. It is TWAS's goal to give

every one of their residents an

opportunity to enjoy the wide open

spaces and interact with their own

kind as they were meant to.

Donated concrete pipes have been

buried in the ground providing

dens for bears that stay comfy at a

constant 60 degrees Fahrenheit

during the coldest months and a

pleasant 75 through the hottest. A

jungle-gym has been erected for

their amusement. 

Being water-lovers, all of the over

70 tigers have access to "tiger

tanks" in which they frequently

immerse themselves. Indoor tiger

dens are climate-controlled year-

round and shade canopies are

unfurled in summer to keep them

cool. Wood chips on the ground in

pens are regularly cleaned and

replaced. The sanctuary's main

objective is to provide a quality

environment where the animals

can live out their lives in comfort

and dignity.

One can understand Pat's lifelong

passion after hearing some of the

stories behind the rescued animals'

tormented histories. Kobu, an

African Lion, was confiscated by

the Mexican Government from a

monastery where he was held in a

dark concrete cell and fed live

dogs off the street. Baloo, a Black

Bear, had his claws ripped out with

pliers before becoming a Georgia

roadside attraction. Another two

Black Bears (Kroshka and

Matilda) performed in a Russian

circus and walked upright for their

first month at TWAS until they

learned what it was like to be

bears. Lions, Lacie (mother),

Tabitha, and Sampson (cubs), were

kept in a horse trailer where the

father and one cub died. Nine of

the tigers at the sanctuary were

recovered from the infamous

"Tiger Ranch" in Colton, CA

where when raided in 2003 res-

cuers discovered 58 deceased tiger

cubs.

Kelty, a Grizzly Bear, was impris-

oned in a truck for 17 years and

was addicted to the nicotine that

his owner used in training. 
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There are thirty thousand large 

carnivores outside the zoo system 

living in the U.S. Four thousand ti-

gers alone reside in Texas represent-

ing more than are left in the wild. 

Legal and illegal private ownership 

of these animals takes many forms 

from people wanting them as pets to 

their use in wildlife exhibits, zoos, 

circuses, research centers, game 

farms, and the entertainment indus-

try. Often kept in substandard condi-

tions, when the animals outlive their 

usefulness or become unruly and 

too expensive to feed, they many 

times are euthanized.

Pat Craig began saving these dis-

carded animals in 1980 at his par-

ents’ farm outside Boulder, CO. 

For the last sixteen years his orga-

nization The Wild Animal Sanctu-

ary (TWAS) has been located in 

Keenesburg, CO and has rescued 

over 1000 animals. They provide 

expert care to lions, tigers, and 

bears. Oh my! Lynx, bobcats, foxes, 

leopards, mountain lions, wolves, 

and servals have also found refuge 

there. They even tend a camel and 

three emus that chase local bald 

eagles off of their food in the fields! 

Adopted dogs serve as surrogates to 

young arrivals. TWAS is the oldest 

and largest nonprofit facility dedi-

cated to rescuing captive exotic and 

endangered large carnivores in the 

United States. On a rural rolling 

320 acre patch of prairie, half of 

the land is presently devoted to ani-

mal habitat. None of the animals at 

TWAS are bred, sold, or exploited. 

Enclosures, other than the “tiger 

roundhouse” and the ones for some 

of the smaller critters, are anywhere 

from five to 25 acres in size supply-

ing ample room to roam. Placement 

and rotations of animals in their 

new homes depends on group dy-

namics and previous levels of abuse 

suffered. It is TWAS’s goal to give 

every one of their residents an op-

portunity to enjoy the wide open 

spaces and interact with their own 

kind as they were meant to. Donated 

concrete pipes have been buried in 

the ground providing dens for bears 

that stay comfy at a constant 60 de-

grees Fahrenheit during the coldest 

months and a pleasant 75 through 

the hottest. A jungle-gym has been 

erected for their amusement.

Being water-lovers, all of the 

over 70 tigers have access to “tiger 

tanks” in which they frequently im-

merse themselves. Indoor tiger dens 

are climate-controlled yearround 

and shade canopies are unfurled in 

summer to keep them cool. Wood 

chips on the ground in pens are 

regularly cleaned and replaced. The 

sanctuary’s main objective is to pro-

vide a quality environment where 

the animals can live out their lives 

in comfort and dignity.

One can understand Pat’s lifelong 

passion after hearing some of the 

stories behind the rescued animals’ 

tormented histories. Kobu, an Af-

rican lion, was confiscated by the 

Mexican government from a mon-

astery where he was held in a dark 

concrete cell and fed live dogs off 

the street. Baloo, a black bear, had 

his claws ripped out with pliers be-

fore becoming a Georgia roadside 

attraction. Another two black bears 

(Kroshka and Matilda) performed 

in a Russian circus and walked up-

right for their first month at TWAS 

until they learned what it was like 

to be bears. Lions, Lacie (mother), 

Tabitha, and Sampson (cubs), were 

kept in a horse trailer where the fa-

ther and one cub died. Nine of the 

tigers at the sanctuary were recov-

ered from the infamous Tiger Ranch 

in Colton, CA where when raided 

in 2003 rescuers discovered 58 de-

ceased tiger cubs.

Kelty, a grizzly bear, was impris-

oned in a truck for 17 years and 

was addicted to the nicotine that his 

owner used in training. The stress 

that he endured led him to bang his 

head against his cage until it would 

bleed.

Sally the bobcat also lived caged 

in a truck as a companion until her 

truck driver owner abandoned her 

by the road when she became too 

hard to handle.
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African Serval, Diva, was some-

how existing in a small New York

apartment with her teeth filed

down and claws removed. 

Bo and Panda are Black Bears

who were raised at a South

Carolinian taxidermy shop under

deplorable circumstances intended

as trophies. 

Some of the animals were

chained and warehoused on back

porches, corncribs, or sheds.

Others were forced to live in

cramped, greasy, fecal-filled

cages. After suffering maltreat-

ment, many of the rescued crea-

tures were terrified or resentful of

people when they arrived at

TWAS. Time and loving care has

brought them to a point where they

can feel secure. When Pat or any of

the 35 volunteers working at the

sanctuary experience the often

heard affectionate "chuff-chuff-

chuff" greeting of a Bengal Tiger,

they know that their efforts are

worthwhile.

Carnivores eat meat and lots of it!

Every week 7,000 pounds of vita-

min and medicine enriched frozen

raw meat at a cost of $6,000 is

required to keep the big cats

healthy. From March through

November, another 7,000 pounds

of meat and fruit and vegetables of

all kinds are needed weekly for the

fifty plus bears. Even with a por-

tion of their meat presently donat-

ed by Walmart, maintenance,

transportation, heating, and cool-

ing costs add up quickly.

Veterinary care and fencing are

also expensive. The Wild Animal

Sanctuary receives no government

funding and is totally reliant on

business and personal donations. If

you would like to volunteer your

services, donate, or adopt an ani-

mal go to www.wildanimalsanctu-

ary.org for more information or

call 303-536-0118. 

You can visit The Wild Animal

Sanctuary at 1946 Weld County

Road 53, Keenesburg, CO, 80643,

Monday through Sunday from 9

am to 4 pm except in bad weather.

An elevated boardwalk leads to an

education center and good viewing

of the big cats. Best to call first,

summer hours are extended until

sunset when you're likely to hear

the sanctuary's thirty seven wolves

howling. Admittance is $10 for

adults and $5 for children ages

three through 12 years old. No

dogs are allowed. All proceeds go

toward helping the animals.
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African serval, Diva, was some-

how existing in a small New York 

apartment with her teeth filed down 

and claws removed.

Bo and Panda are black bears who 

were raised at a South Carolinian 

taxidermy shop under deplorable 

circumstances intended as trophies.

Some of the animals were chained 

and warehoused on back porches, 

corncribs, or sheds. Others were 

forced to live in cramped, greasy, fe-

cal-filled cages. After suffering mal-

treatment, many of the rescued crea-

tures were terrified or resentful of 

people when they arrived at TWAS. 

Time and loving care has brought 

them to a point where they can feel 

secure. When Pat or any of the 35 

volunteers working at the sanctuary 

experience the often heard affec-

tionate “chuff-chuffchuff” greeting 

of a bengal tiger, they know that 

their efforts are worthwhile.

Carnivores eat meat and lots of 

it! Every week 7,000 pounds of vi-

tamin and medicine enriched frozen 

raw meat at a cost of $6,000 is re-

quired to keep the big cats healthy. 

From March through November, 

another 7,000 pounds of meat and 

fruit and vegetables of all kinds are 

needed weekly for the fifty plus 

bears. Even with a portion of their 

meat presently donated by Walmart, 

maintenance, transportation, heat-

ing, and cooling costs add up quick-

ly. Veterinary care and fencing are 

also expensive. The Wild Animal 

Sanctuary receives no government 

funding and is totally reliant on 

business and personal donations. If 

you would like to volunteer your 

services, donate, or adopt an animal 

go to www.wildanimalsanctuary.org 

for more information or call 303-

536-0118.

You can visit The Wild Animal 

Sanctuary at 1946 Weld County 

Road 53, Keenesburg, CO, 80643, 

Monday through Sunday from 9 am 

to 4 pm except in bad weather. An 

elevated boardwalk leads to an edu-

cation center and good viewing of 

the big cats. Best to call first, sum-

mer hours are extended until sunset 

when you’re likely to hear the sanc-

tuary’s thirty-seven wolves howling. 

Admittance is $10 for adults and $5 

for children ages three through 12 

years old. No dogs are allowed. All 

proceeds go toward helping the ani-

mals.


