
12 WEEKLY REGISTER-CALL THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24,  2009

Anything on wheels
included in Denver 
showroom

by Dave Gibson

Mr. J. D. Forney began collecting cars in

1961 as partial payment trades from his cus-

tomers welding supply orders. Starting with

antique autos, his eclectic collection soon

came to include "anything on wheels."

Automobiles, carriages, motorcycles, trol-

leys, trucks, wagons, carts, bicycles, bug-

gies, tricycles, locomotives, railcars, and

cabooses can be seen in the 70,000 square

foot exhibit space. Five hundred pieces are

shown at any one time with in-house dis-

plays regularly rotated and new ones con-

stantly being added. From January through

March of 2010 Studebakers will be featured

and for six months thereafter 54 vintage

motorcycles will be presented.

Upon entering the showroom, the first car

that grabbed me was a beautiful bright yel-

low 1923 Kissel Speedster Model 45

"Goldbug." Its cutaway doors, nickel-plated

trim, wire wheels, and bullet-shaped head-

lamps shined to perfection, announce its

presence with an unmistakable sporty flair.

Speeds of 70 mph were possible with the

car's 41 horsepower engine. Famous owners

of Kissel's include Mary Pickford, Douglas

Fairbanks, Fatty Arbuckle, Jack Dempsey,

Al Jolson, Rudy Vallee, Greta Garbo, and

Amelia Earhart. In fact Amelia owned this

particular car from 1924-1929 and is sitting

in the front seat. I found Amelia Earhart! In

actuality, Mrs. Rae Forney collected period

clothing which hangs from the many man-

nequins and wax figures that compliment

the displays. W.C. Fields, Henry Ford, and

the Wright brothers were also there. 

Conspicuously parked on a railroad track at

the side of the cavernous hall, sits the

world's largest steam locomotive nicknamed

"Big Boy." It cost $750,000 to move it here

from Forney's previous location at the

Denver Tramway Powerhouse building.

Only 25 of these locomotives were ever pro-

duced. The imposing 1941 black and silver

"Big Boy" measures 132' 9 7/8" long and

could hold 24,000 gallons of water along

with 28 tons of coal. When fully laden, it

weighed over one million pounds. Visitors

are welcome to step inside and take a look at

the controls. The last four operational "Big

Boys" remained commissioned in Green

River, WY, until 1962 when they were

retired.

A 1928 Mercedes-Benz, 1899 Locomobile,

1955 Thunderbird, 1937 Lincoln, 1930 Fiat,

1959 Martin Air Car, 1937 Packard, 1922

Stutz, 1964 Polaris, 1908 Rambler, 1927

Rolls Royce, 1912 Metz, 1967 Amphicar,

1923 Hispano Suiza, 1979 CitiCar, 1912

Renault, 1922 Hupmobile, and 1906

Cadillac can all be viewed at the Forney

Museum. I drooled over the 1967 Porche

that Tom Cruise drove in the movie Risky

Business. Herbie the Love Bug is tilted at an

angle as it was a great deal of the time dur-

ing its films. An eighteen passenger 1811

English Road Coach looks as good as it did

during Thomas Jefferson, King George III,

and Napoleon's time. A horse-drawn milk

wagon reminded me of more recent bygone

days. A 1916 Detroit Electric Opera Coupe,

that looks more like a stagecoach than a car,

taught me that electric cars are nothing new.

It had a range of 211 miles and was powered

by Edison batteries. The long sleek lines of

a red and black 12 cylinder 1934 Pierce

Arrow Limousine are refined and sumptu-

ous. On the passenger-side running board

sits its spare tire elegantly resting in a pearly

white case. In 1931 another of their 12 cylin-

der models won the 24 hour Bonneville

Races where it set 14 international speed

records. It is rumored that driver A. B.

Jenkins, while motoring at 125 mph, shaved

during the last hour of the contest to look

good for the cameras.

The Forney Museum of Transportation is

loaded with interesting artifacts and com-

pelling history. It is located at 4303 Brighton

Blvd., Bldg, 1, Denver, CO, 80216. 

Check them out at forneymuseum.org or

call 303-297-1113. Hours are Monday

through Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm.

Admission is $8.00 for adults, $6.00 for sen-

iors, and $4.00 for children. Kids under

three are free.

Visiting the Forney Museum of Transportation
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Don’t get stranded

this winter wi th a

break-down - get new

tires, brakes, and

your 4WD serviced! 
Make an appointment for a check-up today!

303-258-1782303-258-1782
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Rollinsville Automotive
DAVE GIBSON

Location, location! Close to Nederland

Elementary School, open space, hiking

trails, ice rink, tennis park & community

center. Vaulted ceilings w/spectacular

views. You will be drawn to the charm of

every room in this very special 3 BD, 4 BA

log home. Wonderful sunny rooms all year

long. Fresh paint throughout & new carpet-

ing. Wait there's more! Top of the line solar

installed last year. Spacious inviting deck.

Walk out bsmnt apartment w/full bath and

kitchen. You will love this beautiful home, a

must see! 103 N Sundown Trl, Nederland,

80466 - only $445K.

Paula Guercio  Phone: 303-517-5068  Email: mapag@juno.com
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