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Challenge course
with Gilpin County
Middle Schoolers

by Dave Gibson

On Thursday, May 21st, sixth and

seventh graders from Gilpin

County Middle School attended a

program held by Genesee

Experimental Outdoor Center at

Genesee Park west of Denver.

Outward Bound-like in scope, the

well trained instructors led stu-

dents through a series of chal-

lenges and problems. The pro-

gram's Challenge Course was

made up of high and low elements

with names like Dragon Tail Log,

Spider Web, Acid River, Heebie

Jeebie, and Burma Bridge.

Teamwork and communication

skills were essential as kids' fears

abated and confidence built

through the day. Smiles gleamed

from the youth's faces as they flew

through the air with a laugh and a

scream.

At Summit Course's Flying

Squirrel, one person was attached

to a rope and suddenly hoisted

toward the sky by a group of oth-

ers. The ride was short but thrilling

as the girl dangling yelled to not be

let down! 

Next door's Diamond Circuit had

students in full climbing gear first

scaling straight up a tree, crossing

a cargo net, and then negotiating

the elusive Bosun Loops from

forty feet above the ground.

Outstretched hands and more often

than not feet were used in grabbing

the loops to proceed. 

Below, the intimidating Team

Power Pole loomed. Once to the

top of the pole (no small task in

itself), participants had to jump

toward and grasp onto a trapeze.

Unlike the circus, there were no

safety nets only a climbing rope,

harness and carabineer.

Encouraged to try as many times

as they wished, one boy, after

another successful attempt,

exclaimed that he had done it four

times!

Denver Parks and Recreation's

Genesee Experimental Outdoor

Center is available to groups of all

kinds. Pricing varies depending on

the size of the group and programs

chosen. For more information call

303-370-6668.
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On Thursday, May 21st, sixth 

and seventh graders from Gilpin 

County Middle School attended 

a program held by Genesee 

Experiential Outdoor Center at 

Genesee Park west of Denver. 

Outward Bound-like in scope, the 

well trained instructors led students 

through a series of challenges 

and problems. The program’s 

Challenge Course was made up of 

high and low elements with names 

like Dragon Tail Log, Spider 

Web, Acid River, Heebie Jeebie, 

and Burma Bridge. Teamwork 

and communication skills were 

essential as kids’ fears abated and 

confidence built through the day. 

Smiles gleamed from the youth’s 

faces as they flew through the 

air with a laugh and a scream.

At Summit Course’s Flying 

Squirrel, one person was attached 

to a rope and suddenly hoisted 

toward the sky by a group of 

others. The ride was short but 

thrilling as the girl dangling 

yelled to not be let down!

Next door’s Diamond Circuit 

had students in full climbing gear 

first scaling straight up a tree, 

crossing a cargo net, and then 

negotiating the elusive Bosun 

Loops from forty feet above the 

ground. Outstretched hands and 

more often than not feet were used 

in grabbing the loops to proceed.

Below, the intimidating Team 

Power Pole loomed. Once to the 

top of the pole (no small task in 

itself), participants had to jump 

toward and grasp onto a trapeze. 

Unlike the circus, there were 

no safety nets only a climbing 

rope, harness and carabineer. 

Encouraged to try as many times as 

they wished, one boy, after another 

successful attempt, exclaimed 

that he had done it four times!

Denver Parks and Recreation’s 

Genesee Experiential Outdoor 

Center is available to groups of all 

kinds. Pricing varies depending 

on the size of the group and 

programs chosen. For more 

information call 303-370-6668.
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