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This female Pine Grosbeak seems perfectly happy with the brisk temperatures and snow at 9,000 feet this past weekend.
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Boy Scouts of
America Gateway
District

by Dave Gibson

Each winter for over thirty years,

the Boy Scouts of America's

Gateway District has gathered in

the mountains for a rendezvous

called a "Klondike." Reverend's

Ridge Campground in Golden

Gate State Park has been the cho-

sen location for the Klondike in

recent years. Camping in tents for

two bone-chilling nights, Webelos

and Boy Scouts converge to test

their winter survival skills while at

the same time having a lot of fun. I

didn't hear any talk of anyone

being too cold during the 4 degree

Fahrenheit night because of course

they were "prepared."

Boy Scout Troop #251 that is

chartered by the Central City Elks

Lodge 557 is a small troop, but

were present at the event. 

Since it happens to fall on

Valentine's Day, this year's

Klondike theme was "Jokers of

Love." Many of the participants,

both young and old, were donned

in festive garb befitting a carnival.

Stations were set up throughout the

campground testing the knowledge

and physical abilities of the scouts.

Events were judged, although the

emphasis was always placed on

having a good time outdoors. Each

pack or troop enthusiastically took

turns completing a regiment at a

particular station, then moved on

to the next. Events include: Fire

Building, Snow Croquet,

Orienteering, Sled Race, First Aid,

Broom Hockey, Knots, Human

Ski, and Tubing. 

In the Sled Race, the boys pull a

homemade sled and passenger

around a winding snowy course.

Race times that I saw posted

ranged from 49 seconds to one

minute and 50 seconds. Sleds were

meticulously festooned in logos

and flags, which I was told makes

them faster. Pulling with every-

thing they have, a team crosses the

finish line to the cheers of onlook-

ers.

Snow Croquet was next. An

orange softball is whacked through

giant wire hoops, with each mem-

ber of the team following through

the hoops as they go. The lowest

score wins on this challenging

course that I believe deserved sev-

eral "mulligans" per round. When

the softball unexpectedly rested

inside a snow tunnel, one of the

scouts turned his mallet around

and used it as a pool cue to solve

the problem and continue. 

The venue next door was called

Tic-Tac-Toe and tests the young

men's knowledge of their hand-

book. Rigged by the Scoutmaster

in charge, the questions were

obscure, being buried deep in the

handbook's pages. Toying with

them without a chance of victory,

the boys take it all in good humor

knowing that the questions are

given possibly to teach how unfair

life can be and to study harder. 

Fire Building followed, being

about as valuable of a winter sur-

vival skill as there is. Four grates

lined the site where teams tried

their luck at building a fire with

and without matches. Once flames

were accomplished, a cup of Jello-

water was boiled, which the Troop

Leader must consume to end the

session.

At mid-day, the Webelos and Boy

Scouts gather around a huge heat-

ed caldron known as the Soup

Bowl. What looked like ordinary

vegetable soup, actually contained

a few surprises in the way of rub-

ber snakes, alligators, spiders, and

rats! Not a big fan of vegetable

soup anyway, I opted for the hot

chocolate.

Sled judging was next as the boys

proudly display their creations,

posing for pictures. With spirits

high, it is on to an afternoon of

more activities. 

For Webelos only, the Human Ski

or Eskimo Ski might present the

biggest challenge of the day. With

their boots tied to wooden 2x6's,

five youngsters must travel a short

distance to the finish. Being the

ultimate test in teamwork, not all

of the kids managed to stay

upright. For the winning team it

can be said that "Webelos wobble,

but they don't fall down." 

A ball rolled past us as we passed

a hotly contested game of Broom

Hockey. 

Approaching the Tubing Hill, I

heard screams of delight. There

were no times or particular objec-

tives here, just pure unadulterated

thrills at one's own pace. Even

Activities Chairman John Beattie

got into the act careening down the

mountain in his shorts!

Preparedness, teamwork, and sur-

vival skills aside, it was obvious to

me that the biggest lesson learned

there was how to have fun.

Klondike mountain fun in Gilpin
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