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Astep back into the
old West

by Dave Gibson

Until the end of the Civil War,

Shoshoni, Bannock, and

Arapahoe Indians summered in

the Teton set valley that Jackson,

Wyoming partially occupies

today. Not to be confused with

Jackson Hole, which refers to the

entire area and ski resort, it's

known for its famous elk antler

arches on each corner of the town

square. Radiating from a central

statue of a cowboy on a bucking

bronco, the four arches sweep

gracefully overhead and the

number of antlers contained in

each are uncountable. Over forty

years old, all are or were up for

public auction. The southwest

arch was recently sold for

$51,000.00 and will be re-assem-

bled at Jackson Hole Hotel. A

new one has already taken its

place with the help of the Rotary

Club and the Boy Scouts. Every

year the Boy Scouts collect shed

elk antlers in the nearby National

Elk Refuge and hold an auction

on the third Saturday in May. 

The National Elk Refuge north-

east of town is a critical winter-

ing habitat for elk and other

ungulates, mammals, and birds.

An eight foot tall wire fence bor-

ders the 25,000 acre refuge above

the town and along the highway.

The same number of acres as elk

were estimated living in the val-

ley in 1890 when only 64 people

called Jackson home. Today,

about 7,500 elk winter here.

Always susceptible to die-offs,

during the harsh winters of 1909,

1910, and 1911, with the valley

settled and fenced, the elk suf-

fered terrible losses. The deep

crusted snow made feeding diffi-

cult and conflict arose with

ranchers whose haystacks proved

too tempting a fare. Stories of elk

trying to crash through barn win-

dows to eat with the cattle are

believed to be true. For relief, in

1910 the Wyoming legislature

appropriated five thousand dol-

lars for the purchase of all the

available hay in the area but it

proved to be too little too late.

One settler stated that he could

walk for a mile on elk carcasses

without stepping on the ground.

In 1912 congress approved

monies for 2,760 acres of land

which became the National Elk

Refuge. National Park Service

employees now feed the elk alfal-

fa pellets for two to three months

a year during challenging times

with a mortality rate of one and

one half percent.

With the first snows in the high-

country, the elk begin funneling

in from late October until mid-

December and will stay until

about April 1st. Most of the elk

are between three and ten years

old, but some have been known

to live up to thirty years. The vast

herd dominates the landscape as

they slowly roll across the valley,

pawing at the snow while they

graze. A few rest on the ground

ruminating. An impressive bull

with six points mingles among

the cows. He is known as a "royal

bull."  Seven points constitute an

"imperial bull", and the rarer

eight points a "monarch bull." I

saw a few of these later in the day

along with Pronghorn Antelope,

Mule Deer, Bison, Bighorn

Sheep, and Red-tailed Hawks.

The Teton Wolf Pack also roams

the refuge, but I didn't espy any

of them during my visit. For a

quiet ride through this wildlife

refuge, sleigh rides in the refuge

are offered from December 10th

through April 1st at the visitor's

center.

After a satisfying day of wildlife

viewing, the only thing left to do

is to relax in Jackson. Nice

motels and fine dining can be

found close to the square. Art

galleries and gift shops abound

with one featuring a rabbit fur-

lined jock strap in the display

window. Stuffed Jackalopes (a

cross between a jack rabbit and

an antelope) could also be pur-

chased there.

The Million Dollar Cowboy Bar

on the town square is the place to

be with its gnarled, burled pine

architecture and silver dollar

inlaid bar with saddle stools.

"Two Red Eyes please." Willie

Nelson, Tanya Tucker, Hank

Williams Jr., Waylon Jennings,

and Asleep at the Wheel have all

played here and Country Rock

was on the agenda again that

evening. Beginning at eight

o'clock, everyone kicks up their

heels with most making sure to

get to bed on time, for the next

day is a ski day.
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New Listing!

30 Carroll Court,

Rollinsville

Gorgeous home on 4.46
acres that borders National
Forest and has a river flow-
ing by. Gated sanctuary.
Awesome views. 4 beds, 4
baths, 2 offices, 8 phone
lines pre-wired, full gym, with
professional gym flooring.
Theatre with theatre seating.
102' screen projector/sur-
round sound/game area/
Buffet serving area/full serv-
ice wet bar. Finishes include
granite, hardwood, marble,
etc. Much more, Come see
this GEM! MLS #547870

$999,500
New Listing!

TINA MANNING

Photographer and author

Dave Gibson getting a big

hug under the elk antler

arch - isn’t that supposed

to be holly at Christmas

Dave? That’s a lot of

antlers!

DAVE GIBSON

One of the many elk that

call Jackson home, taken

during one of the frequent

snow storms.

Until the end of the Civil War, 

Shoshoni, Bannock, and Arapaho 

Indians summered in the Teton 

set valley that Jackson, Wyo-

ming, partially occupies today. 

Not to be confused with Jackson 

Hole, which refers to the entire 

area and ski resort, it’s known for 

its famous elk antler arches on 

each corner of the town square. 

Radiating from a central statue 

of a cowboy on a bucking bron-

co, the four arches sweep grace-

fully overhead and the number 

of antlers contained in each are 

uncountable. Over forty years 

old, all are or were up for public 

auction. The southwest arch was 

recently sold for $51,000.00 and 

will be re-assembled at Jackson 

Hole Hotel. A new one has al-

ready taken its place with the 

help of the Rotary Club and the 

Boy Scouts. Every year the Boy 

Scouts collect shed elk antlers in 

the nearby National Elk Refuge 

and hold an auction on the third 

Saturday in May.

The National Elk Refuge north-

east of town is a critical wintering 

habitat for elk and other ungu-

lates, mammals, and birds. An 

eight foot tall wire fence borders 

the 25,000 acre refuge above the 

town and along the highway. The 

same number of acres as elk were 

estimated living in the valley in 

1890 when only 64 people called 

Jackson home. Today, about 

7,500 elk winter here. Always 

susceptible to die-offs, during the 

harsh winters of 1909, 1910, and 

1911, with the valley settled and 

fenced, the elk suffered terrible 

losses. The deep crusted snow 

made feeding difficult and con-

flict arose with ranchers whose 

haystacks proved too tempting 

a fare. Stories of elk trying to 

crash through barn windows to 

eat with the cattle are believed 

to be true. For relief, in 1910 the 

Wyoming legislature appropri-

ated five thousand dollars for the 

purchase of all the available hay 

in the area but it proved to be too 

little too late. One settler stated 

that he could walk for a mile on 

elk carcasses without stepping 

on the ground. In 1912 congress 

approved monies for 2,760 acres 

of land which became the Na-

tional Elk Refuge. National Park 

Service employees now feed the 

elk alfalfa pellets for two to three 

months a year during challenging 

times with a mortality rate of one 

and one half percent.

With the first snows in the 

highcountry, the elk begin fun-

neling in from late October until 

mid-December and will stay until 

about April 1st. Most of the elk 

are between three and ten years 

old, but some have been known 

to live up to thirty years. The vast 

herd dominates the landscape as 

they slowly roll across the val-

ley, pawing at the snow while 

they graze. A few rest on the 

ground ruminating. An impres-

sive bull with six points mingles 

among the cows. He is known as 

a “royal bull.” Seven points con-

stitute an “imperial bull”, and 

the rarer eight points a “monarch 

bull.” I saw a few of these later 

in the day along with pronghorn 

antelope, mule deer, bison, big-

horn sheep, and red-tailed hawks. 

The Teton wolf pack also roams 

the refuge, but I didn’t espy any 

of them during my visit. For a 

quiet ride through this wildlife 

refuge, sleigh rides in the refuge 

are offered from December 10th 

through April 1st at the visitor’s 

center.

After a satisfying day of wild-

life viewing, the only thing left 

to do is to relax in Jackson. Nice 

motels and fine dining can be 

found close to the square. Art gal-

leries and gift shops abound with 

one featuring a rabbit fur-lined 

jock strap in the display win-

dow. Stuffed jackalopes (a cross 

between a jack rabbit and an an-

telope) could also be purchased 

there. 

The Million Dollar Cowboy Bar 

on the town square is the place to 

be with its gnarled, burled pine 

architecture and silver dollar in-

laid bar with saddle stools. “Two 

Red Eyes please.” Willie Nelson, 

Tanya Tucker, Hank Williams Jr., 

Waylon Jennings, and Asleep at 

the Wheel have all played here 

and country rock was on the agen-

da again that evening. Beginning 

at eight o’clock, everyone kicks 

up their heels with most making 

sure to get to bed on time, for the 

next day is a ski day.


