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PENGUINS

  Depending on whose subspecies list you believe, there are 

between 17 and 20 species of penguins living on earth to-

day. From the emperor penguin of at 3’7” and 75 lbs. to 

the little blue or fairy penguin’s 16” stat-

ure and 2.2 lb. weight, they are found 

almost exclusively in the southern hemi-

sphere. Walter Lance’s cartoon character 

Chilly Willy was the only penguin to ever 

come into contact with walruses or po-

lar bears! Disappearing 25 million years 

ago, a prehistoric variety was the size of 

a human.

  Large populations can be found in 

Antarctica, Argentina, Australia, Chile, 

New Zealand, and South Africa. Smaller 

colonies, fed by the cool food-rich Hum-

boldt Current, reside on the equator in 

the Galapagos Islands, Ecuador. Feed-

ing on krill, squid, and shrimp, emperor 

penguins have been recorded diving 1,870 ft. staying under-

water for 22 minutes - although most hunting takes place 

at a more modest 50 to 60 ft. Waterproofing their feathers 

from oil secreted from a gland in their tails, 

penguins spend at least ½ of their lives at sea. 

Able to drink saltwater, penguins must stay 

vigilant against attack from orcas, sharks, sea 

lions, fur seals, and leopard seals. 

  After traveling thousands of miles, pen-

guins return each year to breed and molt 

at the rookery from which they were born. 

Their eggs are the smallest in proportion to 

body weight of any bird. Seabirds are a major 

threat to eggs and chicks. The African pen-

guin (formerly known as jackass penguin) 

loses up to 40% of its unborn and young to 

gulls and ibises. Often huddling together for 

warmth, penguins will rotate assuring that 

each receives a turn in the middle.

Dave Gibson is a photographer & writer focusing on the natural world around us.  

His imagery can be found on his web site at www.davegibsonimages.com
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