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Brown Trout
     Native to western Asia, northern Africa, and Europe, 

brown trout were first introduced to Colorado in 1885. 

In 1895 U.S. Senator Henry M. Teller was given black-

spotted brown trout eggs from Loch Leven, Scotland, 

which he donated to Colorado. At the 

same time, red-spotted brown trout 

originating in Germany were being 

raised and released from a Leadville 

hatchery. Most of the brown trout in 

our state today are descendants of 

those fish.

     Golden-brown in color, the top 

halves of their bodies are covered 

with large black spots and the lower part sprinkled with 

ochre red spots. Their bellies turn a bright yellow when 

spawning in streams during September through Octo-

ber. A truly handsome hard-fighting game-fish, they are 

rumored to be wily and difficult to catch. The state re-

cord was hauled in by Alan Schneider at Judy Ponds and 

tipped the scales at 30 lbs. 8 ounces. Although the Colo-

rado Division of Wildlife stocks “sub-catchable” browns, 

their populations throughout Colorado are healthy and 

self-sustaining. When Whirling Dis-

ease decimated rainbow trout num-

bers several years ago, brown trout 

thrived. Past generations of brown 

trout built resistance to the European 

affliction and their progeny remained 

mainly unaffected.

     Brown trout are widespread in 

Colorado found in the majority of our 

mountain reservoirs, lakes, rivers, and streams. Locally, 

North, Middle, and South Boulder Creeks hold brown 

trout. As far as them being hard to catch, I can only tes-

tify that I’ve landed far more rainbows and “brookies” 

than browns. 
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