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Trumpeter Swans
     All through the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries in North 

America, trumpeter swans were heavily hunted for both 

the millenary and market meat trades. 

Their long flight feathers made the best 

quill pens and their fluffy down was of the 

highest quality. By the start of the 20th 

century they were thought to be extinct. 

In 1930 sixty nine “trumpeters” were 

found wintering at Red Rock Lake in re-

mote northwestern Montana. An Alaskan 

population was later discovered in the 

1950’s. 

     The world’s largest waterfowl, cobs can 

weigh 38 lbs. and have an almost 10 ft. 

wingspan. Trumpeter swans have white 

plumage with black legs and bill whose 

mouth is accentuated by a thin salmon-

colored line. Their long slender necks, which are some-

times iron-stained from the water which they feed, en-

able them to reach their favorite foods of  sago pondweed, 

water milfoil, and duck potato. Pair bonds are established 

and nests are built on beaver or muskrat lodges. Cygnets 

are gray in color for their first year and can 

swim within two days of hatching. They will 

fledge three or four months later.

     Trumpeters are now protected from hunt-

ing throughout their range. Reintroduction 

programs east of the Rocky Mountains have 

resulted in modest success mainly because 

of the swans’ reluctance to migrate. 900 

trumpeter swans now constitute an interior 

population. The Rocky Mountain popula-

tion, centering around the Yellowstone eco-

system, numbers 2,500 swans - some being 

spotted as far south as Pagosa Springs, CO. 

Pacific coast populations are doing well with 

15,000 swans inhabiting coastal inlets and 

marshes from Washington to Alaska. 

Dave Gibson is a photographer & writer focusing on the natu-
ral world around us.  His imagery can be found on his web site 
at www.davegibsonimages.com
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