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Raccoons
     The name “raccoon” is derived from the Algonquin 
word “aroughcoune” which Pocahontas would have used. 
It means “he scratches with his hands.” Indeed the rac-
coon’s dexterous “hands” or forepaws are very capable 
tools. I once watched a  raccoon at my birdfeeder use one 
“finger” to scoop and slide each sun-
flower seed out until they were all 
gone. When he was finished he slow-
ly lumbered back to the abandoned 
trailer where he lives next door.
     Raccoons are native to North 
America ranging from Canada 
to northern South America. It is 
thought that they originally only 
resided in southeastern U.S. wood-
lands. Because of introductions and 
escapes, raccoons now inhabit Eu-
rope, the Caucasus region, and Japan. They are one of the 
few animals that has benefited from human expansion. 
The spread of the raccoon began before the turn of the 
twentieth century but exploded in the 1940’s due to ur-
banization, an increase in agriculture, and the elimination 
of their predators. The first urban raccoon sighting was 

near Cincinnati in the 1920’s. There were 20 times more 
raccoons in the United States in 1980 than there were in 
1930. Chimneys, attics, and crawl spaces make attractive 
dens and garbage convenient food. Despite their hand-
some markings of dark mask and ringed tail, in some cir-

cles they are considered pests. Corn, 
grapes, peanuts, melons, and chicken 
houses are favorite targets. The rac-
coon’s habit of eating the tender tip 
of an ear of corn and moving on to the 
next accounts for countless bushels of 
lost harvest.
     Since 1928 residents of Delafield, 
Wisconsin, have extracted revenge in 
the form of a “Coon Feed.” For fifty 
years the people of Gillett, Arkansas 
have done the same avowing that rac-

coon tastes a bit like lamb. A trim but apparently well fed 
Calvin Coolidge was sent a raccoon for the White House’s 
Thanksgiving dinner. He made her his pet and named her 
Rebecca.

Dave Gibson is a photographer & writer focusing on the natu-
ral world around us.  His imagery can be found on his web site 
at www.davegibsonimages.com
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