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Thank you for bringing your students to THE OTHER JOSH COHEN! With his future self 
as a guide, Josh takes a journey through his past, faces an epic moral dilemma, and 
emerges as a hero. The storytelling features comedy, romance and great music. THE 
OTHER JOSH COHEN is an eminently relatable tale of an underdog who finds his voice 
and discovers how to create his own destiny. Through this guide, your students will be 
invited to create and explore their own destiny while learning about critical life-skills of 
resilience, confidence, and hope.

This guide is designed to elicit student discussion before the show, guide your students 
through aspects of the production, and engage them in activities once they return to the 
classroom. 

Our goal with this guide is to help teachers utilize the production as a catalyst for 
student education, collaboration, and inspiration, incorporating these essential concepts: 
• Finding an individual voice and speaking the truth
• The courage and power of being true to oneself
• Learning resilience by surmounting feelings of failure and despair 
• Storytelling as a life-skill by utilizing performance and production techniques 
• Understanding an individual character’s situations, actions, words, and points of view 
• Contemplating a character’s journeys in concert with their own personal experience 

THE OTHER JOSH COHEN explores the journey to find happiness and fulfillment while 
struggling in life. We hope that your students will be inspired by the production and 
can learn from you and from each other through these activities. 

Please feel free to copy the materials in this guide to aid you in energizing classroom 
interest and discussion before and after the performance. These activities may be used 
separately or together as part of a cross-curricular exploration of the production. 

Enjoy the show!

W E L C O M E

Bad Times Never Felt  So Good.
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THEATRE ETIQUETTE
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Going to see a live musical theatre performance is an incredibly exciting and entertaining 
experience. In order to enhance that experience, here are some things to keep in mind:

TAKE YOUR SEAT. Be sure to get to your seat in time to ready yourself for the journey 
you’ll take with this production.  

TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONE. The messages and texts can wait until later—get into 
the world of the show completely!

GET READY TO WATCH CAREFULLY. The great thing about live theatre is that it’s 
happening right in front of you! Be sure to soak it all in.

LET THE ACTORS DO THE TALKING. Feel free to laugh at the jokes and be moved 
by the drama, but save your commentary for the conversation with the class after the show.

SHOW YOUR APPRECIATION. When the show is over, applaud for the actors and 
wait for the curtain call to be over before leaving your seat. To show them your highest 
praise, give them a standing ovation.



SYNOPSIS & CHARACTERs
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SYNOPSIS
“This is the story of a strange piece 
of mail that changed my life...”
  As our musical opens, Josh Cohen is 
struggling financially, flailing romantically, 
and about to learn that he’s been 
robbed. Josh returns home on Valentine’s 
Day to find an apartment emptied of just 
about everything except a cat calendar, 
an empty DVD case, and a Neil Diamond 
CD. Guided by his future self who 
narrates our story from one year ahead and a bit of Neil Diamond’s 
musical philosophy, Josh embarks upon a journey of self-discovery and tempting fate when a 
mysterious inheritance check suddenly arrives. 
  While Josh begins his search for THE OTHER JOSH COHEN, we encounter his romantic 
blunders, psychotic bosses, eclectic family, and zany NYC denizens, while discovering the 
wonderful karma that can come from doing the right thing.

There are 52 characters in the show. 
 Meet a few of them...
Josh Cohen: Our hero (then and now). A kind but down-on-his-
luck writer, Josh seeks true partnership in his life.  

Narrator Josh: Our hero, one year in the future. He acts as a 
guide for Josh Cohen to truly follow his heart.

Irma Cohen: A widowed grandma 
who lives in West Palm Beach, Florida. 

Irma sends Josh 2 very important letters. She recognizes Josh as someone 
with the guts to be warm to strangers.

Aunt Bea: Josh’s relative who knows “everything about everybody” in 
the family. She can explain the Cohen genealogy and his possible relation 
to Irma. 

Tara: Josh’s sister who lives in Alabama. Tara married her college 
sweetheart and is an example to Josh of a successful relationship.

As you watch the show, take note of the myriad characters 
who help tell the story and how they’re created!



CREATING THE PRODUCTION
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Broadway BFFs: An Interview 
with the Creators, 
David Rossmer & Steve Rosen 

How did you come up with the 
idea for The Other Josh Cohen?
Steve: “We were playing Mario Kart on Nintendo 
64 one night in a subletted apartment, as we were 
getting ready to pitch a TV show the next day.   
  David was saying the theme music kind of sounded 
like a Neil Diamond song. This apartment had a 
guitar on the wall, so David grabbed the guitar 
and we started to write songs inspired by folk rock. 
Before we knew it, instead of prepping for our (TV 
show) pitch, we had written 6 of the songs that are 
currently in the show that night.”

When did you start writing together?
David: “We met in an improv class at summer camp, 
at Frenchwoods Festival of the Performing Arts, when 
we were teens. Steve made me laugh. That began a 
life-long friendship.”
Steve: “We both went on to Broadway careers 
as performers. David was in the original Titanic 
with an exceptional cast, quite a few of whom are 
Broadway celebrities today.”
David: “The way Steve booked his first Broadway 

show is the stuff of theatre lore. Steve was a reader 
in the auditions, which means as actors came in to 
read from the script, Steve sat next to the casting 
director and acted as their scene partners. Finally 

Mike Nichols, the director, turns 
around to Steve and basically 
says—you’re hilarious, why 
are you not in my show? That 
became Steve’s Broadway 
debut as an original cast 
member of Spamalot.”
Steve: “Spamalot was a master 
class in heartfelt comedy. It 
doesn’t get better than Monty 
Python. My next Broadway 
show was The Farnsworth 
Invention, written by the great 
Aaron Sorkin, so it was as if 
the universe was committed to 
teaching me good writing by 
acting in it. 
  David completely surprised 
me in the revival of Les 
Miserables on Broadway. 
He was both hysterical and 
heartbreaking as Thénardier. 

We have seen each other through many ups and 
downs—actually, Josh lives through some of them. 
We have been making each other laugh since high 
school.”

Josh Cohen is so relatable—I feel like I 
know him, or knew him. Is The Other 
Josh Cohen based on your lives?
Steve: “Oh yes! Our lives….our friends’ lives….your 
life, possibly. It’s all about the horrible things that 
happen on the path to discovering who you are, as 
well as what—and who—make you happy. But all 
those terrible things can push you in the direction to 
find the joy, so that’s what we celebrate in The Other 
Josh Cohen. The happy ending is earned.”

And we heard you are both 
recently married…?
David: “Yep. Our weddings were just a few months 
apart—that was well timed with prepping The Other 
Josh Cohen album. It was sort of…once the show got 
its happy ending and album and everything started 
moving forward, so did our romantic lives.”



CREATING THE PRODUCTION
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Tell us about the all-star album.
  We produced a late-night show called “Don’t 
Quit Your Night Job,” which brought the Broadway 
community together beautifully with improv and fun 
skits. We thought it would be great to call some of 
our friends and ask them to join us on the album. 
And we had a blast recording it. 
  We can’t leave anyone out, so this is going to be a 
long answer, beginning with Sutton Foster, sister of 
our director Hunter, who came in and recorded the 
Nightmare Girls—she’s hilarious.
  Brian d’Arcy James, with whom David performed 
on Broadway in Titanic, was perfect on the very first 
take.  Jenn Collela, who was nominated for a Tony 
Award for Come From Away, plays Neil Diamond on 
the album. Our married friends Celia Keenan-Bolger 
and John Ellison Conlee jumped into the studio 
when they were both prepping for roles in very 
demanding Broadway shows—The Nap and To Kill a 
Mockingbird.
  Chita Rivera is a perfect Irma Cohen, who is young 
in spirit and a major catalyst in helping Josh find his 
“bashert,” his destiny. 
  It was a terrific honor to get Kelli O’Hara on the 
album—David had co-written a song for her, “They 
Don’t Let You In the Opera (If You’re a Country 
Star),” that got over 5 million hits on YouTube. 
Sara Chase, from 
Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt, 
put her comic chops to work 
to play Cherry Lips on the 
album.
  Lindsay Mendez, who just 
won a Tony Award for her 
tremendous portrayal of 
Carrie Pipperidge in the 
revival of Carousel, swung 
by the recording studio 
between performances 
and was a ray of sunshine.     
  Our old buddy James 
Monroe Iglehart, who won 
a Tony Award for his role 
as the Genie in Aladdin, 
is our Darth Vader. 
See if you can spot 
Frozen’s Queen Elsa, 
Caissie Levy as Aunt 

Bea, belting out the song “Samuel Cohen’s Family 
Tree.” 
  James Roday, from the TV show Psych, and Steve 
went to college together, and he is crazy about 
musicals, so he was thrilled to lend his talents. And 
Jimmi Simpson, best known from Westworld, jumped 
on board as well. 
  You might recognize the voice of Hank Azaria—5-
time Emmy Award winner!—as many voices on our 
opening song as well as the super, Mr. Konidaris. 
And of course who but Richard Kind could possibly 
portray Dr. Cohen on his endless outgoing answering 
machine message? We really lucked out with the 
incredible talent on the album. We can’t stop 
listening to it. 

Do you always write 
autobiographically?
David: We would like to, but not enough happens 
in our lives! I am working on the musical Monopoly, 
with Dan Lipton (who did The Other Josh Cohen 
orchestrations with me), and Rick Elice, who wrote 
the book for Jersey Boys. It’s a lot of fun to take 
something from childhood and create a whole new 
dimension with it. And Steve wrote, with Gordon 
Greenberg, Ebenezer Scrooge’s Big Playhouse 
Christmas Show….which I am guessing is not based 
on his life experience. 

What do you hope 
audiences leave The 
Other Josh Cohen 
with?
David: Steve and I wanted 
to write a show that cheered 
up a weary world, and the 
writing of it made our lives 
vastly better. I hope everyone 
leaves with the most positive 
outlook on the world—and 
that you have a valued place 
within it. The rewards are not 
always immediately evident, 
but your day is going to come. 
Steve: I hope everyone leaves 
with a stomachache from 
laughing so hard. 



PRESSING QUESTIONS
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1. Josh goes through a major crisis of faith—
about himself, about love. Have you ever 
doubted yourself or your future? What did 
you do about it?

2. One of the themes of THE OTHER JOSH 
COHEN is finding happiness in your life as it 
is. What about losing his inheritance makes 
Josh become happier with himself? In your 
own life, what material things could you have 
less of that might make you feel more vital as 
a person?

3. We learn from Josh that the Yiddish word 
“bashert” means “meant to be.” Describe a 
moment in your life that you felt was fate, or 
destiny. Do you believe in fate?

4. Josh tells his parents, “I’m fine going to jail, 
I just don’t want to disappoint you.” What does 
this tell you about Josh’s relationship to his 
family? Can you relate to Josh caring about 
what his parents think? How do you feel about 
making your family proud?

5. Josh has to go through much aggravation 
once he decides to do the right thing with 
Irma’s check. What do you think of Josh’s 
decision to give the check to the right Josh 
Cohen? What would you have done in the 
situation?

6. We meet many characters in Josh’s life, 
past and present. Which one of the characters 
could you relate to the most? Why?

7. Josh uses food as a crutch to make himself 
feel better—especially candy and ice cream. 
What makes you feel better when you are 
blue? Is it helpful or harmful?

8. At the depths of his despair, Josh shares 
that “nothing good comes just from doing 
the proper thing.” Later on in the story, Josh 
discovers that “everything good comes from 
doing the kinder thing.” Describe a kind deed 
you performed that allowed you to see the 
world in a brighter light.

9. Diane Cohen says about her new beau 
Josh Cohen, “Even if I could, I wouldn’t change 
a thing.” Why is it so important that she love 
Josh the way he is—even though we see that 
Josh has changed by the end of his journey? 
What do you love about yourself that you 
would never change? 

10. Josh comes to a powerful epiphany when 
he realizes that his bad luck was caused by 
his own actions, and he takes responsibility for 
his choices. When have you cleaned up a bad 
choice and made things right again? How did 
you go about doing that?



LANGUAGE ARTS
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“THE OTHER JOSH COHEN” • DISCOVERING YOUR OTHER SELF
Y O U R  T A S K : Josh has the benefit of a future self to advise him. Think of a time when things 
weren’t going so great for you. Write a letter to your past self letting them know how it all worked 
out, what you learned from the challenge and what you would do differently now that you know 
about the outcome. Think about how you could you help your past self shift his/her thinking? How can 
reading this letter make a difference not just for your past self, but for you today as well?

When in your past would you send a letter to your former self?________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
What was happening then that you’d need to offer advice about?___________________
__________________________________________________________________________
What advice would you offer to your past self? ____________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Use the space below to write your letter to your past self. Talk to them about your perspective on 
the situation, offer good advice and tell them how things all worked out.

Dear __________________________, 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

EXTENSION: Compare your letter with classmates. What’s similar about situations and solutions?

CCSS Utilized [Grades 9-12 • Writing: 4, 5, 6, 7, 10 • Speaking & Listening  1, 4] 



LANGUAGE ARTS
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“TONIGHT OF ALL NIGHTS” • EXAMINING LOAN WORDS 
Y O U R  T A S K : The English language has absorbed words from many other cultures and 
languages in its long history. There are many words we use today that are originally from Yiddish. 
These words are called “loan words” in the sense that they were “loaned” to English from the other 
language. Explore the loan words from Yiddish—a language that is a combination of German and 
Hebrew—listed below and create interesting sentences utilizing them.

BASHERT DEFINITION _____________________________________________
SENTENCE: ________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

BOYCHIK  DEFINITION _____________________________________________
SENTENCE: ________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

SHALOM DEFINITION _____________________________________________
SENTENCE: ________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

MENSCH DEFINITION ____________________________________________
SENTENCE: ________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

MITZVAH DEFINITION _____________________________________________
SENTENCE: ________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

EXTENSION:  Look up loan words from other languages that have found their way into the 
English language. Which words surprised you? Share these discoveries with your classmates. 

CCSS Utilized [Grades 9-12 • Reading: 4 • Writing: 4, 6, 7, 9, 10 • Speaking & Listening  1, 4] 
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“WHAT IF” • EXPLORING CHARACTER MOTIVATION
Y O U R  T A S K : In THE OTHER JOSH COHEN we have the benefit of two narrators expressing their 
inner thoughts and motivations. Musical theater songs can often be approached in the same way 
that monologues in plays can be approached when they reveal a character’s inner struggle. Use the 
section from “Tonight of All Nights” below and the prompts to analyze the text as you would for a 
character in a play.  Try speaking the text as a monologue to see what you discover.

What personal issue is Josh addressing in this 

song? ___________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

What do you think Josh means when he says 

“Nothing good comes just from doing the proper 

thing”? _________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

What is the philosophy Josh has that he wants 

changed? What do you think he wants it changed 

to?_____________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

JOSH COHEN:
MY LIFE WILL ALWAYS GO SPLAT
FIFTY-SIX GRAND TO LEARN THAT.

LIKE CHARLIE BROWN,
I AM THE LAST ONE YOU PICK.
CONSTANTLY SCAMPERING FOR
FOOTBALLS THAT I’LL NEVER KICK!

BROKE AND ALONE
AND TONIGHT OF ALL NIGHTS.
CHANGE MY PHILOSOPHY TONIGHT.

NOTHING GOOD COMES
JUST FROM DOING THE PROPER THING.
EVERYONE DREAMS.
WHY DESTROY MINE
STEPS AWAY FROM THE FINISH LINE?

NARRATOR JOSH:
PLOTTING A DIAGRAM OF LUCKY PEOPLE
I WOULD GET LEFT OFF THE GRAPH.
I’M HERE TO MAKE THE GODS LAUGH.

“JOSH’LL BOUNCE BACK
CAN’T WAIT ‘CAUSE WE’LL GET HIM THEN!”
PATIENTLY WAITING AROUND
‘TIL I AM HOPEFUL AGAIN!

NATIONAL CORE ARTS STANDARDS  - THEATRE: Creating, Performing, Responding, Connecting



THEATRE ARTS
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“ONLY THE BEGINNING” • PLAYING MULTIPLE CHARACTERS
Y O U R  T A S K : There are 52 characters throughout THE OTHER JOSH COHEN. Each of the 
actors in the ensemble deftly plays different characters using a variety of tools to bring them to life 
including: voice, body posture, gestures, and costume pieces. Envision the memorable characters you 
encountered during the production and explore how the actors utilized elements to differentiate each 
one and help tell the story.

Possible Characters: Dewey, CVS Girl, Dr. Cohen, Aunt Bea, Mr. Remblatt, Neil Diamond...
CHARACTER _______________________
DESCRIPTION: ______________________________________________________________
WHAT ELEMENTS COMBINED TO CREATE THE CHARACTER: __________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
CHARACTER _______________________
DESCRIPTION: ______________________________________________________________
WHAT ELEMENTS COMBINED TO CREATE THE CHARACTER: __________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
CHARACTER ________________________
DESCRIPTION: ______________________________________________________________
WHAT ELEMENTS COMBINED TO CREATE THE CHARACTER: __________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
CHARACTER _______________________
DESCRIPTION: ______________________________________________________________
WHAT ELEMENTS COMBINED TO CREATE THE CHARACTER: __________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

EXTENSION :  Look at the elements you identified for the characters above and recreate a 
character from THE OTHER JOSH COHEN. Work with classmates to mix up characters and create 
scenes together.

NATIONAL CORE ARTS STANDARDS  - THEATRE: Creating, Performing, Responding, Connecting



MUSIC
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“CHANGE A THING” • UTILIZING STYLES IN MUSICAL THEATRE
Y O U R  T A S K : The creative range of songs from THE OTHER JOSH COHEN span several musical 
genres and styles to help tell the story and reflect the feelings, moods, content, and even cultures the 
songs need to convey. Explore the questions listed below and use your own musical knowledge to 
create a new song for the show that helps tell the story using the selected musical style.

What styles/genres of music did you recognize in the songs from THE OTHER JOSH COHEN? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Choose one song from the show to focus on: _______________________________________
How do you think the style/genre of music helped tell the story using song? ______________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________
What styles of music do you enjoy? _____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
If you were to use one of the styles of music you enjoy to tell a part of the journey presented 
in THE OTHER JOSH COHEN, what style would you select? ___________________________
What part of the story would be best served by this type of music? _____________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Describe what the song would be called and how the chosen style would help tell the story 
musically: __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

 NATIONAL CORE ARTS STANDARDS  - MUSIC: Creating, Performing, Responding, Connecting



MUSIC
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ALBUM TITLE : 
Why is this particular album one you can personally relate to? 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

Think about several songs from the album that have special meaning and explore them below:
SONG TITLE:  ____________________________________________________________
BASIC STORY OF THE SONG: ___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
HOW IT RELATES TO MY LIFE: ___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
SONG TITLE:  ____________________________________________________________
BASIC STORY OF THE SONG: ___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
HOW IT RELATES TO MY LIFE: ___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
SONG TITLE:  ____________________________________________________________
BASIC STORY OF THE SONG: ___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
HOW IT RELATES TO MY LIFE: ___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

NATIONAL CORE ARTS STANDARDS  - MUSIC: Creating, Performing, Responding, Connecting

“ONE CD” • CREATING THE ALBUM OF YOUR LIFE 
Y O U R  T A S K : Josh sings in “Neil Life” about how the tracks of the Neil Diamond III CD help him 
get through the day. Music can often be inspiring and provide us with a soundtrack for our lives. 
Think about an album that you’ve listened to that provided meaning, support and dimension to your 
life and explain below how certain tracks could inspire you, comfort you or reflect who you are or 
want to be.
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THROUGHOUT THIS GUIDE THE ACTIVITIES WERE DEVELOPED UTILIZING 
THE FOLLOWING NATIONAL STANDARDS:

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
ANCHOR STANDARDS
CCSS WRITING 6-12
• Text Types & Purposes
• Production and Distribution of Writing
• Research to Build and Present Knowledge
• Range of Writing
CCSS SPEAKING & LISTENING 6-12
• Comprehension & Collaboration
• Presentation of Knowledge & Ideas
CCSS LANGUAGE 6-12
• Conventions of Standard English
• Knowledge of Language
• Vocabulary Acquisition & Use

LITERACY IN HISTORY, SOCIAL STUDIES, 
SCIENCE & TECHNICAL SUBJECTS  
ANCHOR STANDARDS
CCSS READING 6-12
• Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
• Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
CCSS WRITING 6-12
• Text Types & Purposes
• Production and Distribution of Writing
• Research to Build and Present Knowledge
• Range of Writing

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts 
& Literacy in History, Social Studies, Science & Technical Subjects

SOURCE: http://www.corestandards.org/

  THEATRE 
CREATING
• Organize and develop 
artistic ideas and work.
• Refine new work through 
play, drama processes 
and theatre experiences 
using critical analysis and 
experimentation.
• Generate and conceptualize 
artistic ideas and work.

PERFORMING
• Select, analyze, and 
interpret artistic work for 
presentation.
• Develop and refine artistic 
techniques and work for 
presentation.
• Convey meaning through the 
presentation of artistic work.

RESPONDING
• Perceive and analyze 
artistic work.
• Interpret intent and meaning 
in artistic work.
• Apply criteria to evaluate 
artistic work.

CONNECTING
• Synthesize and relate 
knowledge and personal 
experiences to make art.
• Interpret intent and meaning 
in artistic work.
• Apply criteria to evaluate 
artistic work.

CREATING
• Generate and conceptualize 
artistic ideas and work.
• Organize and develop 
artistic ideas and work.
• refine and complete artistic 
work.

PRESENTING
• Select, analyze and 
interpret artistic work for 
presentation.
• Develop and refine artistic 
techniques and work for 
presentation.
• Convey meaning through the 
presentation of artistic work.

RESPONDING
• Perceive and analyze 
artistic work.
• Interpret intent and meaning 
in artistic work.
• Apply criteria to evaluate 
artistic work.

CONNECTING
• Synthesize and relate 
knowledge and personal 
experiences to make art.
• Relate artistic ideas and 
works with societal, cultural, 
and historical context to 
deepen understanding.

  MUSIC
SOURCE: http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
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WEB
OFFICIAL BROADWAY SITE: www.otherjoshcohen.com

SOCIAL MEDIA
TWITTER: @otherjoshcohen 
INSTAGRAM: @otherjoshcohen
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/theotherjoshcohen/

T H E 
P R O D U C T I O N


