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That Tacky Devil 
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Paul's thorn in the flesh 
 

2 Cor. 12:7 (KJV) And lest I should be (1) exalted above measure through the (2) 

abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a (3) thorn in the flesh, (4) 
the messenger of Satan (5) to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 

(1) Exalted - In 2Co 12:7: the devil has twisted Paul's use of the word "exalted" in 

the minds of many Christians to mean something Paul never intended. 

1 Peter 5:6 (KJV) Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that 

he may exalt you in due time. 

The Lord exalted, or magnified, Joshua in the sight of the Israelites so they would 

respect him and follow his leadership. 

Joshua 3:7 (KJV) And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify 

thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will 

be with thee.  
 

The devil would not give Paul a break. 
 

Acts 20:23 (CEV) In every city I visit, I am told by the Holy Spirit that I will be put 

in jail and will be in trouble in Jerusalem. 

 (2) Abundance of the Revelations 

In 2Co 12:7: Paul made it very clear this "thorn in the flesh" came because of the 

abundance of revelations he had received. 
 

2 Corinthians 12:7 (NKJV) And lest I should be exalted above measure by the 
abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of 

Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.  

(3) Thorn in the flesh 

Numbers 33:55 (KJV) But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the land from 

before you; then it shall come to pass, that those which ye let remain of them shall be 

pricks in your eyes, and thorns in your sides, and shall vex you in the land 

wherein ye dwell. 

Joshua 23:13 (TLB) then know for a certainty that the Lord your God will no longer 

chase those nations from your land. Instead, they will be a snare and a trap to you, a 
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pain in your side and a thorn in your eyes, and you will disappear from this good land 
which the Lord your God has given you.  

Judges 2:3 (KJV) Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from before you; 

but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you.  

Paul prayed three times, God please remove this thorn 

2 Timothy 3:12 (ESV) Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 

be persecuted. 

Storms And the Believer 

(4) The messenger of Satan 

In 2Co 12:7: The Greek word that was translated "messenger" here is "AGGELOS," 

and it means "a messenger; especially an 'angel'" (Strong's Concordance). It was 

translated "angel," "angels," or "angels" a total of 179 times in the New Testament.  

Paul made it very clear this was a messenger of Satan, not of God. 

(5) To buffet 

Paul suffered persecution everywhere he went (Ac 20:23). 

Acts 20:23 (Montgomery NT) except that in city after city the Holy Spirit is warning 

me that bonds and afflictions are awaiting me.  
 

Closing Thought - God's grace is all we need 
 

2 Corinthians 9:8 (AMP) And God is able to make all grace (every favor and earthly 
blessing) come to you in abundance, so that you may always and under all 

circumstances and whatever the need be self-sufficient [possessing enough to require 
no aid or support and furnished in abundance for every good work and charitable 

donation].  

 
2 Corinthians 12:9 (KJV) And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for 

my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in 
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

 
2 Corinthians 12:10 (KJV) Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 

necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then 
am I strong.  

 
 


