
GUARDING AGAINST DECEPTION 
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Def. “the act of causing someone to accept as true or valid what is false or 

invalid”  
 

1. SATAN IS THE GREAT DECEIVER  

Revelation 12:9 (NKJV) So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, 

called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to 

the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

2 Corinthians 11:14 (NLT) But I am not surprised! Even Satan disguises 

himself as an angel of light. 
 

Lessons from the Gibeonite Deception 

 

2. THE ENEMY FEARS WHO YOU ARE 

Joshua 9:1-2 (NIV)  

Now when all the kings west of the Jordan heard about these things—the 

kings in the hill country, in the western foothills, and along the entire coast of the 

Mediterranean Sea as far as Lebanon (the kings of the Hittites, Amorites, 

Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites)— 2 they came together to wage 

war against Joshua and Israel. 

 We are a threat to the devil. 

 He is afraid of what God has deposited in you. 

 Moses when he was a baby, Pharaoh, kills all male Hebrew boys. 

 Exodus 1:9 (NLT) … “Look, the people of Israel now outnumber us and 

are stronger than we are.” 

 Jesus was a baby, Herod, kill of the baby boys 2 years and under in 

Bethlehem. 

 He knows if you live in your fullest potential, you will destroy his 

works and have a great impact in the world. 
 

3. THE DEVIL USES DECEPTION AS A WEAPON AGAINST YOU 

Joshua 9:3-5 (NLT)  

3 But when the people of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and 

Ai, 4 they resorted to deception to save themselves. They sent 

ambassadors to Joshua, loading their donkeys with weathered saddlebags 



and old, patched wineskins. 5 They put on worn-out, patched sandals and 

ragged clothes. And the bread they took with them was dry and moldy.  

 We are engaged in spiritual warfare and satan uses deception as a 

weapon against us. 

 The enemy intends to deceive us by outward appearances. 
 

4. DON’T COMPROMISE YOUR FAITH 

Joshua 9:6-7 (NLT) 6 When they arrived at the camp of Israel at Gilgal, they 

told Joshua and the men of Israel, “We have come from a distant land to ask 

you to make a peace treaty with us.” 7 The Israelites replied to these Hivites, 

“How do we know you don’t live nearby? For if you do, we cannot make a treaty 

with you.” 

 Any deal you make with the devil he will always come out winning 

because he has been in this game longer than you have and he is the 

master of the game. 

 The Israelites questioned but never did a background check. 

 

5. COMPROMISE MAKES YOU VULNERABLE 

Joshua 9:14-15 (NLT) 14 So the Israelites examined their food, but they 

did not consult the Lord. 15 Then Joshua made a peace treaty with them 

and guaranteed their safety, and the leaders of the community ratified their 

agreement with a binding oath. 

 what we see physically – outwardly is not evidence of what is in the 

inside/inward. 

 Entered into a binding treaty 
 

6. DECEPTION WILL COST YOU GOD’S BLESSINGS 

Joshua 9:18-19 (NLT) …The people of Israel grumbled against their leaders 

because of the treaty. 19 But the leaders replied, “Since we have sworn an 

oath in the presence of the Lord, the God of Israel, we cannot touch them.  

 Gibeon was part of the promised land. 

 Wrong allies will cost you the blessing of God. 
 

7. DECEPTION LEADS TO BATTLES GOD DID NOT INTEND FOR YOU TO 

FIGHT 

Joshua 10:6 (NLT) The men of Gibeon quickly sent messengers to Joshua at his 

camp in Gilgal. “Don’t abandon your servants now!” they pleaded. “Come at 



once! Save us! Help us! For all the Amorite kings who live in the hill country have 

joined forces to attack us.” 

 Not all battles are caused by the devil. 

 Break ungodly relationship, deals or practices. 
 

CONCLUSION - OVERCOMING DECEPTION 
 

1. BE SPIRITUAL MINDED 

1 Corinthians 2:14 (NLT) But people who aren’t spiritual can’t receive these 

truths from God’s Spirit. It all sounds foolish to them and they can’t understand 

it, for only those who are spiritual can understand what the Spirit 

means. 

 When we are carnal in our thinking, we will be vulnerable to deception. 

 Be spiritual minded to know and understand the things of the spirit. 

 Be in the spirit – we need the word to be spiritual minded 
 

2. TEST EVERY SPIRIT  

1 John 4:1 (NIV) Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits 

to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out 

into the world. 

 Magicians in Egypt performed miracles just like Moses 
 

3. HAVE A DISCERNING HEART 

Philippians 1:9-11 (NIV) And this is my prayer: that your love may abound 

more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be 

able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of 

Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—

to the glory and praise of God. 

 No enough to ask questions, listen to the spirit of God 

 


