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Minutes of the 2020 Annual Meeting of the Church of the Good Shepherd  
The meeting was called to order at 10:15 A.M. by Chuck McCullough on Sunday, February 
2, 2020. 
 

Pastor Dan opened the meeting with prayer. 
 

A quorum was declared with forty three members present. 
 

Rector’s report was given by Pastor Dan. He commented what a Great Gift we have in Good 
Shepherd. That we follow Jesus, we look to his light. Fear is not our guide, Love is! That it 
resides in our hearts. He is grateful to be starting his 10th year with us at Good Shepherd 
an looks forward to continuing to look for ways to spread the good news of God.  
 

Senior Warden’s report was given by Chuck McCullough. He said it has been a wonderful 
year. We have a strong & healthy community and great outreach. How lucky we all are to 
be a part of such a rich church, rich in those things in life that are truly important, community 
and caring for each other.  
 

Deacon Sharon is preparing to retire in 2020 and Chuck mentioned how she has been so 
involved in all the outreach the Church does as well as providing invaluable counsel for us 
all.  
 

The treasurers report was given by Becky.  Highlights included:  Pledges were under budget 
by $4139., overall support was up $5399 (due to special offerings and a few prepaid 
pledges). Fund raising came in under budget $5505. Expenses were close to budget with 
exception of Health Insurance and that was because of 13 payments made during the year. 
We received an abatement of $6000 on our Diocesan assessment for the year 2019. 
 

The floor was open to comments about the various Committee and Ministry reports. 
It was noted that the Kitchen upgrade is ongoing and new equipment will be installed.  
 

Rebecca McCullough applied for a grant to help with Security upgrade. 
 

Nominating committee report was given. A motion was made by Chuck McCullough to move 
the slate of parish leadership as given to be voted on. It was second by Rich Ellis. A 
unanimous vote passed the slate. Pastor Dan thanked Maurice Parkonen for his 3-year 
term on vestry and also three years of service as our Convention delegate. He also thanked 
Becky Hansen for her 8 years on Vestry and her last 6 years as parish Treasurer.  
 

Dan then asked the new parish leadership to stand and he commissioned them.  
 

The budget highlights were presented by Becky. It was mentioned that we had received an 
abatement on our Diocesan Assessment the last five years.  The 2020 budget was excepted 
as prepared. First by Rosanne, second by Joella. 
 
Being no more business, Pastor Dan closed us in prayer. A motion was made by Becky and 
seconded by Rich to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 A.M. 
Respectfully submitted Donna Tolley, Clerk   
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2020 Rector’s Report 
Parishioners and friends, 
 

Thank you for the opportunity over these past ten years to share life, ministry, and 
discipleship with you. It is truly a pleasure and a joy to have the Good Shepherd community 
as a part of my life and the life of my family. Good Shepherd is filled with good people who 
witness love and kindness; and who give so much to support the continued mission and 
ministry of Jesus in our greater Wareham community. In so many ways, we continue to 
follow Jesus’ command to “love one another, as I have loved you.” (John 13:34)     
 

At the annual meeting last year, we had no idea what a trying year it would be for us all. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has shaken the foundations of our lives. Yet, through it all our 
faith in God and the ministries of our Good Shepherd community have held strong. Our 
worship life went from in-person one week to the internet the next week. We have not 
missed a beat in our ability to be together and pray, listen to God’s Word, sing, and worship 
together. Though we would have much preferred to be together in person, thank God we 
have had the next best thing through our Facebook Live Sunday Services. Thank you 
Jeane, Jon, Leslie, and Katie for your ministries every Sunday.  
 

Our feeding ministries have also not missed a beat. From one week to the next, Good 
Shepherd’s Table went from in-person meals to take-out meals. Though we miss the social 
aspects of the meals, at least we see people from the Good Shepherd’s Table community 
every week and can give them a meal to take home. And our Good Shepherd Pantry has 
also continued to give out food every month, and Deacon Sharon and her team have 
continued to bag the giving calendar items each month. This is all possible through the 
coordination of Pat Probert and her many volunteers who pick up food deliveries, prepare 
the meals, and hand out the food. 
 

Since mid-March, all our church meetings and faith formation opportunities have been held 
on Zoom. We have quickly had to learn how to use technology to help us meet and be 
together. I have been very thankful to God for the technology that has helped us to worship 
and meet together. I can’t even imagine how our faith community would have kept together 
during the pandemic without technology. 
 

Another important ministry during the pandemic has been the ministry of caring for one 
another.  The notes, facetime calls and phone calls you have made to one another have 
made such a difference in our lives. The social isolation has been so difficult for us all, but 
knowing someone else is thinking about us and is loving us has helped us get by. Let us 
keep that ministry of love and friendship alive in 2021. We need it! 
 

Sadly, in 2020 some of the members of our Good Shepherd community died and were 
called back to God: Adeline Sewall, Sandy Cunningham, Alice Sequeira, Ben Suddard Jr., 
Ben Suddard Sr., Marion Santos, and Kristina Coughlin. May they rest in God’s loving 
embrace, and may God continue to comfort the hearts of their loved ones.   
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Jesus had a vision of how we are to live together in this world. His vision was of a world in 
which people loved one another; a world in which people showed one another compassion, 
kindness and caring. He called this vision the Kingdom of God, and in the Kingdom of God 
all are accepted and welcomed. Everyone! Jesus invites us, the Good Shepherd faith 
community, to follow him and work with him to live this vision into reality. He invites us to 
share his vision of a world in which we see one another as brothers and sisters; and show 
compassion, kindness, and love to everyone. That is why we do the ministries we do at 
Good Shepherd.  
 

We give God thanks for all those who have accepted the call to leadership in our faith 
community. Your dedicated service has been a blessing for us all. In particular, I would like 
to give God thanks for the ministry and leadership of the Vestry, under our faithful and 
dedicated Senior Warden Chuck McCullough. We also give thanks to Michelle Murray, Kelly 
Churbuck, and Helene Alden; whose 3-year terms on the Vestry have come to an end. Your 
commitment to our Good Shepherd faith community is very much appreciated.  Finally, I 
would like to thank Deacon Sharon for her faithful ministry and her prayerful presence in 
our Good Shepherd community. Sharon, you are an embodiment of love and compassion 
among us, and it has been a blessing for me to have you as a partner in ministry. God truly 
blessed us all in sending you to us. 
 

I conclude my report by once again thanking God for the opportunity to continue to serve 
as the Rector of the Church of the Good Shepherd.  I truly feel blessed to serve as your 
Rector and to minister with you as we strive to follow The Way of Jesus. Together we make 
a difference in one another’s lives and in the lives of many others outside our church 
community.  Let us recommit ourselves to the ministry of love and compassion. Together 
we can make a difference. Together, with God’s help, we are making a difference. 
 

Faithfully, 
Pastor Dan,  
The Rev. Daniel Bernier, Rector 

 
2020 Senior Warden’s Report 

 

We have been and will continue to be tested.  The worldwide pandemic has changed how 
we all live our lives, how we interact with one another, how we worship.  And, we have been 
compelled to reinvent how we spread the word of compassion, of love and of respect for 
each other – so sorely needed during this year of anger, chaos, and hatred.  The Good 
Shepherd faith community battled through another worldwide pandemic 100 years ago – 
Good Shepherd survived and came out of the devastating effects of that pandemic stronger 
than before – and keeping the faith, so will we. 
 

Up until a year ago, Face Book was a relatively easy way for us to share photos of Church 
gatherings and happenings and to broadcast announcements of upcoming events.  When 
the Good Shepherd Face Book page was created a few years ago, for many of us it was 
recognition that the future of our community depended on the younger generations and that 
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these younger generations received much of their information from web-based platforms.  
Never did we think that social media would become such an important instrument for us to 
worship together, to enjoy and embrace Christian music together or to hear Pastor Dan’s 
message each week.  And a year ago, if asked to explain or define the word zoom most of 
us would have responded “the sound little kids make when playing with toy cars”!  We are 
resilient, we are hardy, and we are committed to our ministry – and we have all exhibited 
the ability to create and to accept change that enables us, together, to move forward.  Do 
we miss the building, the sanctuary, the Holy Eucharist, the handshakes, the hugs, the 
camaraderie?  Absolutely - and in time we pray that much of what we’re missing will come 
back in one form or another.  But the good news (and there is always good news to be 
found behind every circumstance that we face) is that some from the wider community have 
found Good Shepherd through Face Book; and some long-time parishioners that may not 
have been able to join us in person have again become participants in our worship.  I 
suspect that we will continue to offer our live services through the internet along with some 
of our meetings and study groups.  We have been provided with the opportunity for a far 
greater reach into our community and it wouldn’t make sense not to take advantage of the 
evolving technologies.   
 

How we have treated our various ministries considering Covid-19 restrictions is somewhat 
of a mixed bag.  The Good Shepherd Pantry continues to offer food and paper goods (and 
for some, pet food) to those in need.  The social time once provided during “Pantry Day” 
had to be cut back and the bags of goods are carried to cars by volunteers – but we have 
been opened for business throughout this ordeal.  The same holds true for our Good 
Shepherds Table – open for business with “take-out” meals – unfortunately, the very 
important and much welcomed social side of our Thursday evenings has also been curtailed 
for the time being.   Our commitment to furthering the healing of racism in Wareham and 
beyond has remained a very high priority for us and this year we retained the services of 
outside facilitators to lead a core group of us as we “Liberate Ourselves from Racism”.  A 
twelve-week program has been developed and we meet through Zoom.  It has been an 
eye-opening experience for the core group and very worthwhile.  Expect announcements 
later in 2021 regarding next steps as we move forward to combat racism.    
Covid-19 paused the weekly “Homework Hero’s” and mentoring program at Brandy Hill; and 
the monthly Addiction Drop-in Center was closed for most of the year.  The stress and 
upheaval that comes along with widespread illness plagues us all, but perhaps more so for 
vulnerable young kids who may not understand what is happening around them and 
certainly for those neighbors fighting the consequences of addiction, many of whom have 
lost jobs coupled with the closing of many in person support groups.  The anguish and pain 
that the addicted and their families experience is, in some cases, worse than being infected 
with Covid-19.   Our prayers are with the more vulnerable of us-always.     
 

The Nights of Hospitality (homeless shelter) program ended for the 2019/2020 season just 
as we all began to understand how dangerous Covid-19 was.  The shelter had already been 
scaled back to ten weeks following the departure of one of the supporting Churches.   Good 
Shepherd managed the shelter for two of the ten weeks with volunteers from Good 
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Shepherd and from around the community.  The complexities of managing a shelter with 
well meaning (but untrained) volunteers began to flicker through and with it concerns about 
the safety of our volunteers, for our guests and for the Churches.  The shelter did not open 
this past December due to Covid-19 restrictions tied to an abundance of caution for all 
involved in this program.  What the future might hold for a homeless shelter in Wareham is 
an open question – we pray for a long term solution to this crippling societal problem.   
 

During this period of building closure to all group meetings, we have taken time to refresh 
our kitchen with paint and new stainless-steel tables; and soon we will update some of the 
appliances.  This work is being funded through the generosity of so many of you to the Good 
Shepherd Table and Pantry.  In 2020, for energy conservation, we planned for the 
installation of 14 new windows in the office/conference room area (now being installed as 
this is being written); and this coming spring we have scheduled for some much needed 
painting and other maintenance efforts on the exterior of the building.   We are so fortunate 
to have available the Pond Fund for Major Improvements to cover the cost of these very 
necessary maintenance efforts.  
 

Our budget for 2020, that we accepted at our February 2, 2020 Annual Meeting, projected 
a $20,000 budget deficit.  As we close our books for the year, we are pleased to announce 
that we met our budget projections.   Certainly, we’re not pleased about a $20,000 deficit.  
Our reserves are down to $60,000 telling us that we can’t continue on this course for much 
longer without a surge in new revenue streams or a considerable reduction to the level of 
our ministry in the greater Wareham area.  But when you consider that we did meet our 
2020 budget projection during a year long period of distress and pain in our communities, 
we do proudly recognize that this congregation stepped up to ensure our deficit wasn’t 
greater than our projections.  We lost a year of rent income, our typical fundraising plans 
were cancelled, some of our contributing parishioners passed on and others had to cut back 
on their financial commitment to our Church in light of job loss and/or increased family 
budget pressures resulting from the pandemic.  But each loss in planned revenue was 
covered by additional and special contributions from those who were able to demonstrate 
their belief and trust in our collective ministry.  Thanks to all for your continued support of 
The Church of the Good Shepherd. 
 

In Faith,  Chuck McCullough, Senior Warden 
 

2020 Deacon Report 
 

My dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

Brandy Hill:  In the two months of this year before COVID-19 closed the schools we had finally 
found a way to make Homework Heroes work in a small area. We structured our time by having 
the children come in and have time for a snack then begin their homework. The fact that Brandy 
Hill purchased six round tables certainly helped. It was easier to talk in a quieter voice. We were 
just beginning to have more children come in. Chuck was actually helping a mother learn English 
at the same time he helped a child with her homework. It was amazing to watch the dynamics 
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of everything as it happened. We have not been in contact because of the COVID-19. I feel that 
we should connect again when we are able. Thank you to all who volunteered with me each 
week. I know it made a difference for some of the children to have someone to listen to them 
and to ask about their day. I think listening to children it what is missing in many of their lives.  
 

Advent Calendar renamed Giving Calendar:  Through the generosity of church members and 
community members we have always been able to have our food pantry friends leave with at 
least three household items they are not able to get with their EBT cards. Christine Newbold, 
Helene Alden and Jean Nyman meet the last Tuesday of the month and make up 75-80 bags 
to be given out with their food pantry bag. The people are so grateful to have these things each 
month. Christine Newbold will continue to lead the team as my placement here has ended. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Deacon Sharon Powers 

 
                         Deacon’s reflection of my time at Good Shepherd Church 
 

My Sisters and Brothers, 
 

My time with you has come to an end. I would like to thank you for your friendship while I 
journeyed with you. It has been an amazing three and a half years. 
I knew when I visited you as Bishop Alan’s chaplain that this was the church that I wanted to 
serve for my last placement.  The minute I walked in I knew the Spirt lived in this church. I was 
blessed that the Archdeacon Michael Hamilton and Bishop Gayle allowed me to serve in my 
hometown community.  I was surprised that I knew so many people when I walked in from my 
friend Helene whose son and mine played baseball together many years ago to my two former 
Rainbow girls, Jamilyn and Linda.  
 

I was blessed that you had already done the hard work of reimagining yourselves to begin to 
serve the community in a new way. It certainly made my ministry as a deacon easier.  
I am usually the one that began prayer groups, community dinners and food pantries. You were 
already doing a good job at that. Pat Probert and I realized that we had met many years before 
at the Friendly Kitchen at, St. Peter’s church on the canal where she came to learn how to begin 
a community dinner over twenty years before, but she took it to a whole new level. 
I knew if I wanted to be part of these ministries that I had to think of a new way, so I became the 
“lady on the bench” with a prayer jar and I found a team of women to be the prayer warriors for 
the kitchen. I even made our guests sing grace once in a while. 
 

Then I decided to take my prayer jar to the food pantry. I would sit and talk to them and get to 
know them then I asked what they needed that they could not get with their EBTCards. I had 
them make a list for me. I then did the Advent Giving calendar. Many parishioners came up to 
me and said how much fun it was, so it became the giving calendar ministry. 
 

The Prayer jars reminded me of what the real needs in the community were and what my sisters 
and brothers are dealing with on a daily basis allowing me to help where I could even if it was 
just in support of the prayers. My life among you has been filled with love and support. It is a 
blessing to be in a church that really knows how the love of Jesus can change things and make 
miracles happen. I am blessed to have walked with you on this journey. 
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Many have asked me what I am going to do next. I will take six months away from you and 
ministry a time to reflect and reimagine what a retired deacon can do in our world. I do not come 
to worship at the church I left for six months to a year because of COVID I have actually been 
away for six months so please keep my bench warm and you may see me in the summer. 
My life is richer for knowing each one of you. Thank you so much for your ministries of love and 
welcoming everyone.  
 

Always remember this is the day the Lord has made let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
Love God, love your neighbor and love yourself. 
Peace, Deacon Sharon                 
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2020 Treasurer Report 
 

2020 P&L Report 
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Highlights 

 
• Pledges were under budget by $20,702,   we did see an increase in plate offerings & 

special envelope of $1322. We received special offerings over budget of $13,472 and 

received PayPal gifts of $2583. 

 

• Fundraising despite a pandemic was over budget by $1830. 

 

• Income from Other space use was under budget by $6,026 due to Covid-19 and the 

building being closed to outside use.  

 

• Total expenses were close to budget and as the year closed out, we withdrew $20,000 

from the DIT for operating costs due to the decrease in Income. 

 
 

2020 PLEDGE COMPARISON 

MONTH 
ACTUAL 

PLEDGES 
RECEIVED 

PLEDGES 
BUDGETED 

DIFFERENCE 
(actual pledges 
rec'd to actual 
pledges made) 

        

JANUARY $8,732.00  $9,000.00  ($268.00) 

FEBRUARY $5,605.00  $6,700.00  ($1,095.00) 

MARCH $9,809.00  $7,500.00  $2,309.00  

APRIL $6,551.00  $9,200.00  ($2,649.00) 

MAY $6,040.00  $5,900.00  $140.00  

JUNE $5,085.46  $6,600.00  ($1,514.54) 

JULY $9,240.00  $9,100.00  $140.00  

AUGUST $6,715.00  $17,000.00  ($10,285.00) 

SEPTEMBER $5,220.00  $8,510.00  ($3,290.00) 

OCTOBER $6,740.00  $8,498.00  ($1,758.00) 

NOVEMBER $6,745.00  $7,408.00  ($663.00) 

DECEMBER $8,815.00  $10,584.00  ($1,769.00) 

        

TOTAL $85,297.46  $106,000.00  ($20,702.54) 

 
 

 



[12] 

 

 
Our Endowments/Investment Funds: 

Church of the Good Shepherd currently has three types of endowment/investment funds:  
The Pond Fund, the DIT fund, and the Income Funds.      

 
Pond Fund: 

This fund is used exclusively for the upkeep and improvement of the church buildings and 
grounds.  The balance as of December 31, 2020 was $597,325.42. 

 

What have we used the Pond Fund money for in 2020? 
 

• $6,600 as down payment on replacing the windows in the Church office, Rectors 
office & conference room. 

 

• $525 to replace and repair shingles damaged in a storm 
 

Income Funds: 
These funds are the basis of the income we receive quarterly. 

(line 4610-Quarterly distributions in the P&L).  
These funds were set up as restricted funds with the Diocese and we only have access to 

interest income.   
 

  Endowment Summary  2020   

       

  

Dec 31 
2019 

March 31 
2020 

June 30 
2020 

Sept 30 
2020 

Dec 31 
 2020 

Fund Name Fund Type Value Value Value Value Value 

Mary P. Besse 
Fund 

Stock 
Fund $31,525.11 $25,651.74 $30,004.78 $32,132.62 $36,296.91 

Mary P. Besse 
Fund 

Income 
Fund $17,063.31 $14,903.66 $15,654.27 $15,752.67 $15,919.98 

Hannah S. B. 
Dykes Fund 

Stock 
Fund $2,810.18 $2,286.67 $2,674.71 $2,864.40 $3,235.61 

Hannah S. B. 
Dykes Fund 

Income 
Fund $1,521.12 $1,328.56 $1,395.46 $1,404.21 $1,419.11 

M. L. Hegarty 
Memorial Fund 

Stock 
Fund $2,528.43 $2,057.35 $2,406.47 $2,577.11 $2,911.10 

M. L. Hegarty 
Memorial Fund 

Income 
Fund $1,368.52 $1,195.32 $1,255.52 $1,263.42 $1,276.84 

Horace P. 
Tobey Fund 

Stock 
Fund $76,866.59 $62,545.71 $73,159.57 $78,347.83 $88,501.50 

Horace P. 
Tobey Fund 

Income 
Fund $41,604.81 $36,339.05 $38,169.23 $38,409.18 $38,817.14 

Suzanna K. 
Tobey Fund #1 

Stock 
Fund $74,129.75 $60,318.71 $70,554.65 $75,558.17 $85,350.29 
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Suzanna K. 
Tobey Fund #1 

Income 
Fund $40,123.38 $35,045.17 $36,810.17 $37,041.60 $37,435.04 

Suzanna K. 
Tobey Fund #2 

Stock 
Fund $31,799.55 $25,875.06 $30,265.99 $32,412.37 $36,612.90 

Suzanna K. 
Tobey Fund #2 

Income 
Fund $17,211.88 $15,033.43 $15,790.58 $15,889.85 $16,058.65 

Rectory Fund - 
Wareham 

Stock 
Fund $67,457.38 $54,889.54 $64,204.16 $68,757.32 $77,668.07 

Rectory Fund - 
Wareham 

Income 
Fund $36,512.02 $31,890.83 $33,496.96 $33,707.55 $34,065.58 

Totals  $442,522.03 $369,360.80 $415,842.52 $436,118.30 $475,568.72 

 
 

DIT Fund 
This is our “savings account”.  We tap into this account to help pay general expenses 

when necessary. The balance as of December 31, 2020 was 
$60,020.27 

 
Withdrawal History 

  

Date Withdrawal 

  

5/31/2012 $11,000 

7/25/2012 $8,500 

11/13/2012 $3,200 

1/14/2013 $5,000 

4/12/2013 $7,000 

9/13/2013 $2,500 

10/11/2013 $2,500 

3/14/2014 $7,500 

6/1/2014 $15,000 

9/10/2014 $15,000 

12/26/2014 $2,500 

3/24/2015 $7,500 

9/6/2015 $14,000 

5/7/2016 $15,000 

6/15/2017 $8,000 

6/17/2017 $8,000 

4/10/2018 $8,000 

6/23/2018 $12,000 

9/1/2019 $12,000 

12/28/2020 $20,000 
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2020 Committee & Ministry Reports 

Assistant Treasurer 
In case you are wondering what the responsibilities of the Assistant Treasurer are, hopefully 
this report will answer that question.  The position is a non-vestry office that was created to 
assist the Treasurer with managing the incoming money for our church.  I have been in this 
position since 1994.  I spend several hours a week, often more, doing the following: (I have 
had the assistance of Rosanne Leverone which has been invaluable) 
 

• Responsible for collecting weekly income from services, mail, etc. 

• Weekly deposits at banks of all monies recorded. 

• Tabulate the money every Sunday after church and record all long-hand. 

• Weekly transfer of monies onto the computer, after church, for record keeping so 
that the Treasurer can write the bills. 

• Quarterly and year-end statements. 

• Some acknowledgement letters for other income. 

• Yearly arranging for pledges and distribution of pledge envelopes. 

• Being able to decipher blank checks, checks not designated for anything in 
particular, figuring out empty pledge envelopes, strange messages in the collection 
plates, et cetera.  It really helps me to have concise comments/notes on any money 
put into the plate, or in my box, so I can keep accurate records. 

• Going to the post office for mailing statements and letters. 

• Working closely with the Church Secretary. 
 

Please feel free to call me (508-295-2441) if you have any questions about pledging. 
Jo-Ann Finn 
 

Stewardship Committee 
The Church of the Good Shepherd Vestry again served as the 2021 Stewardship 
Committee.  Even with the financial struggles due to the reduced revenue caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, financial contributions from parishioners permitted us to continue 
our ministries in 2020 throughout the greater Wareham area and beyond. Goals of the 
2021 campaign were to at least match the number of pledging units and the total dollars 
pledged in 2020. In the long run, increasing pledge commitments will be critical to offset 
increasing expenses such as utilities and health insurance. But due to the ongoing 
pandemic, we were looking to at least match the 2020 pledges.  
  
We entered the 2021 stewardship campaign discussing how important our individual gifts 
to Good Shepherd are in support of our ministry with each other and our ministry in the 
Wareham community. By January 10, 2020 we had received a total of 58 pledges, totaling 
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$99,000, which is about $7,000 short of the 2020 total. We are thankful for the pledge 
commitments received and we thank all parishioners for all they do for Good Shepherd.  
  
In closing, we offer a special thanks to Assistant Treasurer Jo-Ann Finn for all the work 
she does surrounding the tracking, recording and analysis of contributions made to the 
Church. Jo-Ann performs her duties in a very secure and confidential manner. Jo-Ann 
offers her very competent observations of pledge trends that are critical to our decisions 
relating to our financial position.  Thank you, Jo-Ann., The Vestry 
 

 
Fundraising Events 
In 2020 we raised $11,329 for Good Shepherd through our fundraising efforts, which 
was amazing considering the COVID-19 pandemic and the restriction around 
gatherings. We had the Fairless Fair which was very successful, our Sunday Service 
Booklet/Guide Business Advertisements, and the Greeting Card Fundraiser. Thanks to 
all who organized and participated in these fundraising events! Stay tuned for ways 
you can help organize, and participate in, our 2021 fundraisers! 
 

Shaw’s Gift Cards  
 

 2020 Budget 2020 Actual Income 

Shaw's Gift Cards $500.00 $175 

 

The members of the church and Good Shepherd’s Table helped to raise $175.00 for 
fundraising when purchasing the Shaw’s cards.  We fell short of the budget this year due to 
church not being held for most of 2020.  Good Shepherd’s Table purchased cards in May 
to provide to those who attend the monthly pantry pick up and in November to give to those 
in need for the holidays.   
 
Please consider participating in this program as Shaw’s gives us 5% of the value of the 
particular card you buy.  For instance, if you buy a $100 card, the Church earns $5.00.  You 
can order cards in any denomination for either yourself or to use as gifts starting with $5.00 
to whatever amount you like so please let me know and I will be happy to take your order.  
Orders are placed once per month and cards are received within the same week after order 
is placed and cards delivered the next Sunday. 
 
All checks that you write for this program should be made payable to “The Church of the 
Good Shepherd” with “Shaw’s Card” noted in the memo section of the check.   
 
Thank you for supporting this effort.  Rosanne Leverone 
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2021 Leadership Nominating Committee Report 
The nominating Committee nominates the following members for election to the following 
positions.  Following the election at the annual meeting held on February 7, 2021, the 
elected members will immediately assume the leadership positions to which they were 
elected. 
 
Vestry Officers (each for a one year term) 
Senior Warden  Chuck McCullough 
Junior Warden  Karen Clark 
Treasurer   Donna Tolley 
Clerk    Rosanne Leverone 
 
Vestry Members:  
(elect three members, each for a three year term) 
Karen Bazinet    
Cecily Kost     
Jenn Reihl     
 
Deanery Representatives (elect two members, each for a one year term)  
Cheryl Denton   
Judy Ellis    
 

Delegates to Diocesan Convention (elect two members, each for a one year term) 
Cheryl Denton   
Judy Ellis    
 
Respectfully submitted, 
The Nominating Committee: Chuck McCullough, Karen Clark, Donna Tolley, Rosanne 
Leverone, Kelly Churbuck, and Rev. Dan Bernier  
 

Music Ministry 
As with everything in 2020, there was a lot of change in the music ministry at Good 
Shepherd! 
 
The year started off as it had ended:  the choir was singing one Sunday per month and Jon 
and Leslie led the music one Sunday per month in January and February.  The choir 
consisted of: (sopranos) Rosanne Leverone, Jami Novo, Jean Nyman and Becky Ryder; 
(altos) Helen Bakeman, Judy Ellis and Becky Hansen; (tenors & basses) Jon Andrews, 
Patrick Andrews, Dan Anna, Rich Ellis, Sheryl Facchetti and Ron Perry.  
 
By mid-March, of course, everything had changed.  Jeane, Jon and Leslie began working 
as a team each week to provide music which would inspire hope and bring comfort to those 
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watching from home as we broadcast our services on Facebook each week.  Our practice 
time was limited at first to the couple of hours following the service each Sunday, as we 
wanted to minimize the time we were together.  As the pandemic numbers improved over 
the summer, we began practicing during the week as well. We tried new songs and service 
formats, and during the summer and fall we used repeating “Closing Songs”, the most 
popular of which was Jesse Manibusan’s “Hold On To Love”. 
There were also a few occasions that the music ministry team provided music outside of 
Sunday services. In late August we put on a Music Ministry Concert which was also 
broadcast live on Facebook. The music consisted of some favorites from previous Sundays 
as well as a few new songs.  There was even an appearance by Katie Bernier who sang 
and played guitar!   In early November, we played some beautiful new songs at the Service 
of Remembrance for those who died this year, since funeral services weren’t possible 
during the pandemic. The Thanksgiving Eve service on November 25th was a chance for us 
to play and sing our gratitude for the privilege of making music together all year, even while 
the world seemed to be in chaos. 
 
We were blessed to have two guest instrumentalists this year: Ariadne Daskalakis played 
violin on Sunday August 2nd, and Johann Soults played cello on Christmas Eve. Both 
services were made extra special by their presence and talents!  
 
We were also blessed with a monetary donation which enabled us to purchase a beautiful 
set of chimes which we use regularly in our services. They really add a festive sparkle to 
our music, and we’re so grateful for them! 
 
As always, we are so fortunate to have Pastor Dan, who provides liturgical and spiritual 
guidance while allowing us to stretch ourselves musically and try new things.    
 
In God’s Peace and Love, The Music Ministry Team: Jeane Wallace, Jon Andrews and 
Leslie Bernier  
 

Liturgical Ministries 
We started 2020 out with a few new parishioners as Communion Ministers, Readers, and 
Hospitality Ministers to both our 8:00 and 10:00 services.  Unfortunately, in March, COVID 
struck and we had to close our doors to “in person” services.  Since that time, for various 
reasons, we have lost parishioners at both services  Once “in person” services resume in 
full, we will start scheduling again.  If you might be interested in a way to be more personally 
involved in the Church service, and not add additional time to an already busy schedule, 
please give consideration to one of these ministries . 
 
The Communion Minister assists Pastor Dan on the altar with the service and the Eucharist.  
The Readers each do one of the 2 readings and know in advance what their reading will 
be.  The Hospitality Ministers welcome our members and guests; help with seating, if 
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necessary; take the collection to the altar; assist with Communion and pick up at the end of 
the service.   
 
These positions are rewarding, do not require a large investment of time and are generally 
scheduled once a month.  We work around your schedules, commitments, trips, summer 
residents and other church ministries. 
 
We had a good base, but because of summer vacations and more families going to warmer 
climates for the winter and moving full time, we are in need of parishioners to fill all three 
positions at both services.   
  
Please give consideration and pray about participating in these rewarding ministries.  We 
will provide training and printed guidelines and there is always someone there to offer 
assistance. Judy Govoni 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Good Shepherd’s prayer shawl ministry is a quiet, behind-the-scenes ministry that offers a 
powerful demonstration of caring and love from our faith community.  As a way of reaching 
out to those who are ill or struggling in some way, parishioners have knitted or crocheted 
shawls to be given to those who can benefit from receiving these gifts of warmth and 
comfort.  Pastor Dan blesses each shawl before it is given.  He prays that “this mantle be a 
safe haven…a sacred place of security and wellbeing…sustaining and embracing in good 
times as well as difficult ones.” If you would like a shawl for yourself or someone else, please 
contact Judy Ellis (508-245-9344) or Pastor Dan. 
 

Thanks to a dedicated group of knitters during 2020, our inventory of shawls is greater than 
it has ever been. 
 

If you would like to be a part of this ministry, please call Judy.  You do not need to be an 
expert knitter.  A simple pattern is available that makes a beautiful, lacey shawl.  All patterns, 
of course, are welcomed. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Coordinator, Judy Ellis 

 

Prayer Group 
The Prayer Group of the Church of the Good Shepherd receives requests for prayer 
concerning health and need.  The requests come to us from parishioners, friends, and the 
Pastor.  Members who are able meet monthly to renew their dedication to prayer and to 
each other.  We gather at gracious Pat Cullen’s home on the last Thursday of each month 
at noon.   During the pandemic, we have kept in close contact via phone and email.  New 
members are always welcome. 
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We also update the list of those for whom we pray.  Good Shepherd parishioners in nursing 
homes, the homebound, and the elderly remain on the list.  Our list includes names of those 
who are ill or in need of strength and confidence.  We also pray for those serving in harm’s 
way, caretakers, the abused, homeless, hungry, the unemployed, and the Church of the 
Good Shepherd and all its ministries.  
 
Anyone wishing to submit a name to our Prayer Group can contact Pastor Dan or Pat 
Probert (Pattip46@verizon.net, 508-291-3364). 
 
Prayer Group members: 
Pastor Dan Bernier, Pat Probert, Jean Nyman, Millie Funnell, Karen Clark, Judy Govoni, 
Pat Cullen, Rosanne Leverone, Maurice Parkonen, Judy Ellis, Peggy Burton, Kathy Pontz, 
Deacon Sharon Powers 
 

In faith, Pat Probert 

 
Adult Faith Enrichment 
At the Church of the Good Shepherd adult faith enrichment is ongoing. This includes 
the weekly newsletter, our website, and our Facebook page. It also includes seasonal 
classes and discussion groups.  

• In January we viewed and discussed the movie Selma, about the Civil Rights 
March from Selma to Montgomery Alabama, for the right to vote. This was the 
march that in which peaceful marches were met with racist violence on the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge.  

• In February we viewed and discussed the movie Harriet, which is about the 
inspirational life of an iconic American freedom fighter Harriet Tubman.  

• During the Season of Lent we began Lenten Spiritual Renewal Series on the 
fundamentals of the Christian life, which was interrupted by the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

• In the Spring and Summer there was a ZOOM Bible Study on the Sunday 
Gospel passages.  

• Over the Summer there was a 4 session Zoom study of the Reconstruction 
period after the Civil War, based on the PBS documentary. 

• In the Fall we began the twelve-week program “Liberating Ourselves From 
Racism”. This program is ongoing and has extend into 2021. 

• In December there was a Bible Study introducing the Gospel of Mark.  
Perhaps the most important and far-reaching adult faith enrichment occurs every 
Sunday as we gather to listen to scripture, put that scripture into context, and examine 
how the scripture applies to us at this time in history.  Pastor Dan Bernier 
 

mailto:Pattip46@verizon.net
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Parish Outreach  
Our outreach efforts in 2020 continued to be outstanding, even amidst the COVID-19 
pandemic. We sheltered and fed the homeless for two weeks over the winter through our 
Nights of Hospitality ministry.  We fed the hungry through our Food Pantry and Thursday 
evening free meals (Shepherd’s Table). From March through December we offered free 
take-out meals, since our building had to be closed to in-person meals due to the pandemic. 
Because of the creativity of leadership and the volunteers, Shepherd’s Table and the Good 
Shepherd Food Pantry did not close during the pandemic. We were unable to walk in 
support of The Walk for Hunger this year due to the pandemic, but we raised money through 
a virtual walk campaign. We continued to help those in need through contributions to the 
Rector’s discretionary fund. Many Christmas Gift Cards were donated for children of families 
in need, which helped ensure these children had a Merry Christmas. We sent Shoe Boxes 
filled with gifts to children around the world. Through 2020 parishioners have been 
discussing and studying the effects of racism on individuals (including ourselves), our 
community and our world.  
 

Good Shepherd remains committed to doing what we can to support efforts to reach out to 
those suffering with addiction in the future, but due to the pandemic the Addiction and 
Recovery Monthly Drop-In Center at Good Shepherd had to suspend operations beginning 
in March of 2020. Beginning in March of 2020 we also had to suspend our outreach efforts 
with Homework Heroes at Brandy Hill, which has worked to help ensure that the children in 
our Wareham community have the supports they need to succeed.  
 

Thank you to all the members of the parish who bought Christmas gifts and gift cards for 
the children, assisted with the Nights of Hospitality ministry, assisted in our food ministries, 
participated in the Walk for Hunger virtual fundraiser, and donated financially to help these 
efforts.  Thank you to those who staffed the Addiction and Recovery Drop-In Center and 
the Homework Heroes initiative. The generosity of our parishioners is heartwarming, and 
we could not do this ministries year after year without your support. Thank you all so much 
for your continued support and generosity.   Pastor Dan Bernier 
 
Good Shepherd’s Table & Good Shepherd Food Pantry 
As 2020 comes to a close, Good Shepherd’s Table (Wareham’s first soup kitchen) 
celebrated serving over 176,000 free hot meals to one and all in Wareham and its 
surrounding communities.  Under the leadership of Reverend Daniel Bernier, our terrific 
volunteers prepare dinners for weekly Table guests plus cook over 50 meals for the 
otherwise homeless in area motels.  Meals are delivered to motels by a faithful team of 
helpers from Emmanuel Church of the Nazarene.  Tabor Academy teachers arrive each 
Thursday with assorted desserts for all.  
 
Due to the 2020 COVID pandemic, guests now pick up nutritious meals from 4:30 – 5:30 
p.m. in a “to-go” container.  Though we sorely miss socializing with friends on Thursdays, 
we take every precaution to maintain the well-being of volunteers and guests alike.   
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Have you taken a moment to see the many improvements made to our kitchen?  New 
stainless steel counters and walls have been installed, electrical updates made, and a fresh 
coat of paint, to name a few.  In the upcoming year, we plan to purchase a new freezer, 
install a spice rack, purchase a kitchen cabinet, and install racks for sink supplies. 
 
In 2020, Good Shepherd’s Table lost two very faithful volunteers – Alice Sequeira and John 
Battaglia.  We will certainly miss them dearly.   
 
Our Good Shepherd Food Pantry has grown by leaps and bounds to help over 127 families 
monthly.  Doors swing open wide for the needy on the first Tuesday of each month from 
2:00 – 5:00 p.m.  Volunteers ready Pantry foods, greet and carry bags out to clients, and 
offer love and support.  Our dedicated drivers, Karen and Bob Clark, Chris Watts, and 
Christine and Dave Cash head to the Food Bank and Walmart for food and supplies.  
Deacon Sharon Powers has been a true presence at all Thursday meals and in leading 
bagging of household Pantry items.  We all wish her a wonderful retirement and sincerely 
appreciate her love, support, and guidance. 
 
We have been blessed this year with generous grants from The Theodore H. Barth 
Foundation, Roby’s Propane, Project Bread, St. Gabriel’s Parish, and T-Bear, Inc. On a 
regular basis, foods are donated to our Table from Kentucky Fried Chicken, Jim’s Organic 
Coffee and Eastern Bank.  Robin’s Nest and Kool Kone provide tubs of ice cream with 
delicious toppings at season’s end.  Wareham’s Super Walmart and Cumberland Farms 
regularly donate fine quality meats and breads.   
 
We are truly grateful for the wonderful support from Good Shepherd parishioners, 
merchants, and especially from faithful volunteers. Please make some time – even once a 
month – to lend a hand in these important ministries.  Your donations of food and household 
supplies are most appreciated.  The continuing support of our parishioners enriches the 
lives of so many in need of food, fellowship, and community ties.  God bless you all! 
     
Patricia Probert, Coordinator, Good Shepherd’s Table & Pantry   
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Good Shepherd’s Table & Food Pantry Treasury  
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Nights of Hospitality  
The Wareham Nights of Hospitality program provides overnight shelter, companionship and 
hearty, hot meals for our homeless brothers and sisters.  The 2019/2020 NOH program 
year schedule was cut to ten weeks from the typical 13 weeks following the departure of 
one of the shelter host Churches.  The shelter closed its doors mid-March 2020 after ten 
weeks of service and just as we were all learning of the dangers of Covid-19.   
Over the past few years the complexity of managing and securing a safe shelter have 
become amplified – the number of homeless walking through the door has increased 
dramatically.  Conflict that goes hand in hand with substance abuse and emotional distress 
has been on the increase.   The compassionate and well-meaning volunteers devoting their 
time and love to the homeless are not trained professionals with knowledge and experience 
on how best to handle disruptions; and this lack of training and shelter organizational skills 
puts our volunteers and guests at risk.  We are thankful and proud of the ministry provided 
to our homeless over the past dozen years but how we might continue this ministry is in 
question.  The 2020/2021 NOH season was cancelled due to Covid-19 restrictions.  We 
pray that during this time of closure a more structured, safe and secure alternative to the 
NOH shelter program will surface and find its way into our community for the benefit of our 
homeless population. 
Chuck McCullough 
 

Memorial Garden  
Located in the front of the church, the Good Shepherd Memorial Garden provides a place 
on our church property for the interment of cremated remains and is available to church 
members and their immediate families.  The cost of a plot is $400. 
 
A record of all persons whose remains are interred in the Garden can be found in a book 
in the back of the church.  This book is updated for us by Cathi Maurice.  Many families 
have also chosen to have the name and date of death of their loved one inscribed on the 
granite monument in the Garden.  This engraving, which is an additional expense, will be 
done in a uniform style established by the Memorial Garden Committee. 
 
Because of Covid restrictions, the Memorial Garden Committee did not meet in 2020. We 
hope to meet in the spring to assess and address landscaping issues. We would also like 
to thank Rosanne Leverone for her dedication to the garden and for acting as treasurer for 
so many years.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Pat Probert. 
 

Memorial Garden Committee Members 
D. Bernier, J. Ellis, R. Ellis, B. Leech, R. Leverone, J. Nyman, M. Parkonen, P. Probert 
(chairperson) 
 

Respectfully submitted, J. Ellis (recording secretary) 
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Memorial Garden Fund Check Register 
 

Date Description 
Check 

No 
Checks Deposits Balance 

12/31/2019 Beginning Balance    $5,275.84 

6/30/2020 Heads Up Irrigation (opening) 153 $40.76  $5,235.08 

7/1/2020 Pat Probert (weed & feed) 154 $28.35  $5,206.73 

5/27/2020 Deposit from Gen’l Fund   $250.00 $5,456.73 

11/13/2020 Deposit for Tom & Pat Ridge 
for in Garden 

  $800.00 $6,256.73 

12/15/2020 Heads Up Irrigation (closing) 155 $30.00  $6,226.73 

 
Current Balance 

   
$6,256.73 

 
 
Good Shepherd's Guild  
Generally, The Good Shepherd Guild meets the second Monday of each month from September 
through June, but 2020 brought on many challenges for the group.  Our purpose is to have a 
dedicated group supporting the fellowship within our Parish by helping to support the church both 
financially with our pledge and by participating in any function which can assist and serve the church 
ministry. 
 
Each month Karen Bazinet, as sunshine person, sends an average of 10 to 20 cards to those 
parishioners who are sick, had surgery, are shut in, bereavement, thinking of you, congratulations, 
etc. as well as Christmas and Easter cards.  Those in need truly appreciate that somebody is thinking 
and praying for them. 
 
In January and March of 2020, the group provided the “Nights of Hospitality” a hot evening meal and 
breakfast items for each of the weeks that Good Shepherd was the host Church.  
 
Meetings were cancelled from March through July and a meeting was held at the home of Jo-Ann 
Finn in August outside so that we could socially distance.  At that meeting, we elected a slate of 
officers as we had not been able to do that at our May meeting.  During this meeting, brainstorming 
sessions took place to figure ways to do fundraising with the cancellation of both rummage sales 
and Christmas fair.  Karen Bazinet shared photos of some crafts she had made, Fran Balanca 
brought masks that her daughter Krissy had donated to sell, and a possible outside fair for October 
was discussed while Karen Clark had mentioned some items we might sell online. 
 
In October we met at the home of Sheryl Facchetti and confirmed that the group would hold a small 
fair in the parking lot on October 24th   
 
In November we met in the church parking lot and discussed what had been earned to date on the 
October fair.  Profit at the time was $1,900 with more money collected that day and proceeds from 
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items at Deb Alfonso’s shop still coming in.  Christmas gifts for music team and Pastor Dan and 
Deacon Sharon were decided upon at this meeting.  A small fair was planned for December 5th but 
had to be cancelled due to weather and high Covid numbers.  
 
A vote of the October meeting was confirmed at the November meeting to lower our pledge to $5,000 
as it is very difficult to raise money at this time.   
 
Special thank you shout-outs this year for the extra effort on making and selling items go to Karen 
Bazinet, Karen Clark, Deb Alfonso, Ellie Keenan, Helene Alden and Jean Nyman for selling jewelry 
at the consignment shop, Fran Balanca and Krissy Hawkes (Fran’s daughter), Maurice Parkonen, 
Jo-Ann Finn, and Judy Govoni and all those who helped support the outside fair in October.  Jo-Ann 
does a lot of behind the scenes work with her accounting each month and picking up gifts for people 
and Karen Bazinet for being so thoughtful in sending out so many cards.  You all make it happen 
and we are blessed with each and every Guild member.  It is more a family for each of us. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Karen Clark, President; Maurice Parkonen, Vice President; 
Rosanne Leverone, Secretary; Jo-Ann Finn, Treasurer; Karen Bazinet, Sunshine Person 

 
2020 Good Shepherd Guild Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jo-Ann H. Finn 
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2021 Church Budget 
 

Church of the Good Shepherd 2021 Budget 
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