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While our programs and 

services have evolved 

throughout our history 

to remain relevant to our 

community, our foundation and 

mission have been steadfast. 

Our Mission

To put Christian principles into practice 

through programs that build healthy 

spirit, m
ind and body for all.

Our Vision

To connect and 

engage people to 

enhance lives and 

build community.

Our Values

Caring, Honesty, 

Respect, 

Responsibility 

Our Focus

For  Youth Development: Nurturing the potential of every child and teen 

For  Healthy Living: Improving the nation's health and well-being 

For  Social Responsibility: Giving back and providing support to our neighbors
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Our Values

Caring, Honesty, 

Respect, 

Responsibility 

Dear Friends,

The Woodson YMCA is an engine of transformation in our community. People 
come to the Y to learn, have fun and get �t. But they soon discover new skills, 
con�dence, a sense of well-being and a connection to the world around them.

You can �nd a gym, swimming pool or a treadmill in lots of places but it is 
our cause that makes the Y different.  After serving our community for 126 
years, just think of all those lives we have shaped and the futures we have 
changed. We really do strengthen the foundation of our community.

Your support and generosity have allowed us to advance our mission even more this past year 
in extraordinary ways. Together, we are improving the community’s health and well-being, 
nurturing the potential of our youth and changing the lives of our neighbors. We are honored to 
have you partner with us to ensure that we continue to be here for all who need us the most.

In the following pages, we’ll highlight a few of the countless transformations that take place 
each day at our Y. Although the needs of our community never stop evolving, neither do we. 
By embracing change, we ensure our ability to innovate and remain vital well into the future.

Warm Regards,

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT & CEO 

Jeremy Welch
Board President
Woodson YMCA

In 2015 nearly 600 generous
 individuals, businesses and foundations collectively donated 

$288,016 to the Community Partners Campaign.

Bryan Bailey
CEO/Executive Director 
Woodson YMCA
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WAYS WE SERVE YOUTH:
• Before and After School Child Care 
• Gymnastics Camps
• Swim Lessons
• Day Camp
• Climbing Wall
• Cardio Kids
• 4K Early Literacy
• Toddler Time
• Y-Star Basketball
• Youth in Government
• Ballroom Dance
• Swim Team
• Soccer
• Flag Football
• Karate
• Wiggles & Giggles
• Woodson Whirlers Team
• Youth Strength and Conditioning
• Snow Days Programming
• Gymnastics Classes

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

$153,00 
in youth scholarships

given so that kids could 
participate in youth sports 

leagues, swim lessons, 
gymnastics and youth 

fitness classes.

524
children given program 
scholarships in order to   
realize their potential in 
gymnastics classes or 
on Woodson Whirlers 

Gymnastics Team.

2,000 
kids had the support of 
youth scholarships to 
live an active lifestyle 

and learn from 
adult role models.

170
children involved 

with the Wausau Area 
Y Swim Team and 

growing stronger in 
body and mind.

$14,835
scholarships provided 

for swim lessons to teach
541 children in our 

community to be safe 
around the water.

The Woodson YMCA 
improves the quality of life 
for 3,568 members under 

the age of 18. We instill 
our core values of Caring, 
Honesty, Responsibility 
and Respect into all our 

youth programming.
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CONNECTING AND GROWING 
THROUGH YOUTH  SPORTS 
People connect with the Y in all kinds of ways and places. In a group exercise class, in 
a kayak at summer camp, at an afterschool program or swim class.

Justin Brooks has had the chance to connect with children at the Y as a youth sports volunteer coach. He has 
coached basketball 5 times, football 3 times and baseball once. Growing up, he said he played a ton of sports 
and wanted to be involved for his son, Easton, as soon as he was able to play basketball and sluggerball.

Easton, 6, has a yellow belt in karate and plays two sports a week sometimes. He will play in 
Spring Youth Flag Football and Youth Outdoor Soccer at the Aspirus Branch athletic �elds.

“Once I scored 6 goals in 1 game,” Easton said. 

And while Justin will coach about everything except soccer, he said he does try to instill sportsmanship 
and teamwork.

The friends and social aspect of the youth 
leagues is important for kids, Justin said. 
He tries to connect individually with each 
young player to build up their con�dence. 

 Playing hard is important but 
Justin said he hopes they �nd the 
enjoyment in the experience.

“My goal is we get better every week and we 
have the most fun of all the teams, he said.”

At home, Easton stays active playing tag 
and other games with his sister, Harper. 

Easton said he’s working on not 
dropping his hands in batting and loves 
to pitch or play �rst base in baseball 
because, “you get a lot of hits.”

Character development is at the heart of the Y’s mission, and the values of caring, 
honesty, respect, and responsibility were modeled and taught to 3,568 youth in 2015.

5


