
Daniel – Session 8 – Daniel’s Prayer and the Lord’s Salvation 
 

Daniel chapters 8-12 give additional visions which are elaborations of the vision of chapter 
7.  Today we’ll focus on Daniel 9, which includes a lengthy prayer by Daniel. 
 
Daniel 8 – Daniel’s First Vision of Post-Babylonian Kingdoms (Ram and Goat, Medo-Persian 
and Greek, including the oppression of the Jews under Antiochus IV Epiphanes) 
Daniel 9 – Daniel’s Prayer and Vision Concerning Jerusalem Post-Babylon 
Daniel 10-12 – Daniel’s Final Vision Concerning the Post-Babylonian Kingdoms, including 
Heavenly Warfare, the Antichrist, the Resurrection, and the End 
 
Read Daniel 9:1-3 

1. What is the occasion of Daniel’s prayer?  Compare 9:2 to Jeremiah 25:11-13 and 
29:10.  What was Daniel thinking was about to happen? 
 

2. What sort of prayer is this?  Why might this be viewed as strange in light of the 
context? 

 

Read Daniel 9:4-14 

3. Why is Daniel engaged in signs/actions of mourning and repentance (fasting, 

sackcloth, ashes)?  What is he confessing here concerning the people? 

 

4. Even though he had served the LORD faithfully in exile, with whom is Daniel 

showing solidarity here?  How can you tell?  What can this teach us about our 

prayers? 

 

5. Confession runs along two lines.  Confession is saying something about the wrongs 

we have committed against God – our sinfulness.  Confession is also saying 

something about the character and activity of God – His righteousness.  How does 

Daniel confess in that second sense here?   

Note:  Daniel’s prayer is based on deep reflection on God’s Word (see Exodus 20:6, 34:6-7, Lev. 
26:14-45, Deut. 7:9, 28, Num. 6:24-26, 1 Kings 8:30-9:3, 2 Kings 19:16, Jer. 44:22-23) 

Read Daniel 9:15-19 

6. V. 15-16 offer the first of Daniel’s two petitions.  What is it?  On what does he base 

his appeal?  How is this equivalent to our prayers in the name of Jesus to be gracious 

to us now? 

 

7. What is Daniel’s plea in v. 17-19?  On what basis does Daniel plead for God to act? 

 

8. What have you learned from Daniel’s prayer that can be applied to your own prayer 

life? 



 

9. Even as Daniel is an example for us, we have also seen how he is a type (picture or 

foreshadowing) of Jesus Christ.  Read Romans 8:34 and 1 John 2:1.  How is Daniel a 

picture of what Jesus is doing for us right now? 
 

Read Daniel 9:20-23 

10. Who appears, when, and why? 

 

11. In one sense, Daniel’s prayer “for the holy hill of [his] God” will be answered in short 

order.  See Ezra 1:2-4, 6-7.  However, the wait for a complete answer to Daniel’s 

prayer will be longer. 

 

Read Daniel 9:24-27 

12. Daniel learns that complete deliverance and return from “exile” won’t be 

accomplished with a return to Jerusalem.  How long will it be?  When that time 

finally comes, what will happen? (three negative and three positive things listed) 

 

13. How is this pointing us toward Jesus? 

 

This is one of the most difficult OT passage to understand and interpret.  The traditional 

Messianic interpretation of this passage is shown below.  In it, the Anointed One is Jesus Christ 

and the seventy weeks culminate in the first advent of Christ and the destruction of Jerusalem 

and its temple.  Jesus is now the Most Holy Place (9:24, Jn. 2:19-21).  [NIV translation of v. 25 

preferred over ESV] 

 


