
Daniel Session 7:  The Four Beasts and the Coming of the Son of Man 

Daniel 7 represents a major transition from the narrative portion of the book (ch. 1-6) to a 

record of visions of the future given to Daniel (7-12).  These visions are full of symbols and 

figurative imagery.  They are intended not only to foretell things to come, but to encourage 

God’s people in the midst of their exile.  The overarching message of these chapters is that 

God is triumphantly in control of the unfolding of history, and thus has good purposes in 

store for his long-suffering people. In this chapter, we are given Daniel’s vision of the four 

beasts (kingdoms) and God’s plan to vindicate His people and establish an everlasting 

kingdom.  It complements, but also sharpens and elaborates on Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in 
Daniel 2.    

Read Daniel 7:1-8 

1. Previously, dreams had come to the king.  This time, the dream comes to Daniel.  

Why might that be significant? 

 

2. What does Daniel see?  See v. 17 for what these beasts represent.  Compare Neb’s 

dream in chapter 2 (Dan. 2:31-35).  Note the very different imagery used.  Which 
were the earthly empires identified there?   

 

Read Daniel 7:9-12 

3. Verse 9 marks a change of scene.  How would you describe this new setting?  Who is 

at the center of this scene and how is He described? 

 

4. What does He do in v. 11-12? 

 
 

Read Daniel 7:13-14 

5. Who does Daniel see after the defeat of the little horn?  Where is he coming from?  

What does this suggest about the figure (Ps. 104:3, Is. 19:1)?  Where is he, and what 

is he given? 

 

6. Read Mark 14:17-21, 15:53, 60-64.  Who is the Son of Man (also today’s Gospel, Mk. 

8:31)? 

 

7. What do you think is being described here?  Are these events depicting the first or 

second coming of Jesus Christ? 

 

a. Phil. 2:8-11, Mt. 28:18, Rev. 4-5 
b. Mt: 24:29-31, 25:31, Rev. 19-20 



“Prophetic Perspective”:  “Daniel 7:9-14…pictures in one scene the entire sweep of 

salvation history that includes Christ’s first advent, the church age, and Christ’s second 

advent…Daniel sees all these events from a great distance, which makes it appear as if the 

events follow one another smoothly, much as mountain peaks appear close together when 

one views the range of mountains from a distance out on the plains.”  - Steinmann, Daniel, 

329-350 

 

Read Daniel 7:15-18 

8. How is Daniel feeling after receiving the vision?  The broad interpretation of the 

vision takes only 2 verses.  How might it have encouraged him? 

 

9. What is the “kingdom” that the saints – all believers - receive?  (Mt. 4:17, 5:3, 6:10, 
19:28, 25:34, Rev. 5:9-10, Rom. 14:17) 

 

Read Daniel 7:19-28 

10. Daniel wants additional information about the 4th beast, and especially the “little 
horn.”  How is the little horn described?   

 

Note:  This “little horn” is consistent with the description of the “man of lawlessness” in 2 

Thessalonians 2:1-10, or the antichrist(s) of 1 Jn. 2:18, 4:3.  See also the “king of the north” in 

Dan. 11:36-45). 

 

 

11. Daniel knew that the exile in Babylon would last 70 years (Jer. 29:10-14).  Perhaps 

he thought that after those 70 years things would be bright for the people of God.  

How is this vision perhaps reshaping his expectations? 

 

 

12. What do you think upset Daniel so much (v. 28)? 

 

 

13.   What hope and comfort does Daniel 7 provide in our present situation?  See also 

today’s epistle, Rom. 5:6-10. 
 


