
Daniel Session 6:  Rescued from the Lion’s Den 

This passage has much in common with the account of the Three Young Men and the Fiery 

Furnace.  However, this time it is Daniel who is faced with a near-death situation, and at a 

considerable age after years of faithful service.  And, as we will see, he faces persecution for 

a related, but different, action that is instructive for us today.   

Historical Context:  This narrative follows within months of the events of chapter 5, 

specifically the fall of Babylon to the Persians (539-538 BC).  At this time, Daniel was under a 

new government ruled by “Darius,” who was either Cyrus the Great himself or a governor 
appointed by Cyrus.   

Read Daniel 6:1-5 

1. What do we learn about Daniel’s service and status within the Persian empire?   

 

2. How does Daniel’s faithfulness and reliability pose a challenge to the administrators 

in their plot against him? What do they think is their only chance of catching Daniel 

doing something wrong? 

 

3. What do you think motivated Daniel to serve a foreign king so faithfully?  (see 

Jeremiah 29:4-7)  What example is there for us in Daniel’s service and witness?  

(Rom. 12:11, Eph. 6:1-9, Col. 3:16-24) 

 

Read Daniel 6:6-9 

4. What plot to the conspirators hatch to take care of Daniel?  Why do you think Darius 

agreed to follow their advice? 

 

5. What is the related, but different, challenge Daniel is facing compared with what the 

Three Men faced in chapter 3? 

 

 

Read Daniel 6:10-15 

6. What could Daniel have done to fall in line with the king’s injunction?  What does he 

do?  What is the significance of the line “as he had done previously” in v. 10? 

 

7. How does Daniel deal with the conflict created between keeping the 1st 

commandment (and 2nd and 3rd) and 4th commandment? (Acts 5:29) 

 

“Faith, worship, and service to God are continual throughout the life of a believer and should 

not be abandoned at any time.” – Steinmann, Daniel, 320 



Note:  For the practice of praying toward Jerusalem and its significance, see 1 Kings 8:48-52, 

9:3; 2 Chr. 7:12, 15.  For Christians today, see Jn. 2:18-22, 14:13-14. 

8. How do the conspirators try to influence the king’s attitude toward Daniel in v. 13? 

 

9. Contrast Daniel and King Darius.  (Note here the difference between the Babylonian 

kings and Darius as it relates to the Judeans.) 

 

Read Daniel 6:16-18 

10. With Darius’ hands tied, what desire does he express?  Given the conflicting 

attitudes of the king and the conspirators, what was the significance of sealing the 

stone with the signet ring? 

 

Read Daniel 6:19-23 

11. What do Daniel’s words reveal about (1) God and (2) Daniel?   
 

Read Daniel 6:24-28 

12. What were the consequences for the men who tried to eliminate Daniel as a rival?  

(see Deut. 19:16-21)  How is this a vivid demonstration of the absence of God’s 

protection? 

 

13. How does Darius’ decree in 5:26 go even further than Nebuchadnezzar’s in 3:29?  

 

NT Connections and Application 

14. This account has traditionally been read in the church on Holy Saturday.  Note all 
the striking parallels between Daniel 6 and the account of Jesus in the Gospels.   

 

“These parallels may indicate that Jesus endured the sum total of the world’s hatred and 

persecution of all believers in God….The rescue of Daniel from death was a sign pointing to 

the eternal salvation won for all by Jesus’ suffering, death, and bodily resurrection.” – 

Steinmann, Daniel, 301. 

15. This fallen world can truly be a “lion’s den” (1 Pet. 5:8).  As those who live in Christ 

and share the faith of Daniel (Heb. 11:33), how does he show us what faith might 

look like in our particular culture and life situations today?  (For an NT text that 

mirrors Daniel’s example, see 1 Peter 2:12-25)..   


