
Daniel Session 5:  The Writing is On the Wall 

Much has happened between Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling and Belshazzar’s feast.  After Neb. 

died in 562, several successors vied for power, culminating in a revolt that took place in 556 

BC.  One of the conspirators, a man named Nabonidus, assumed the throne and eventually 

installed his son, Belshazzar, as co-regent.  It is quite possible that “the new kings may have 

demoted or forcefully retired many of Neb.’s advisors,” including Daniel.  (Steinmann) 

In the meantime, the powerful new empire of the Medes and Persians began conquering 

territories under the leadership of Cyrus the Great (see Is. 45).  We know that the Persians 

marched into Babylon as conquerors on October 12, 539 BC.  A few days prior, Nabonidus had 

marched out to meet Cyrus in battle.  Within this context, Belshazzar decides to have a feast. 

Watch the video of Marquis Laughlin performing Daniel 5 (18:57-24:36) 

Daniel 5:1-4 

Notes:  Around 30 years have passed since ch. 4.  Daniel would be around 80 years old.  Also, “Father” 

here means “predecessor” or “ancestor”. 

1.  As the Persians are nearly at the gates of Babylon, what is Belshazzar doing?  (Note 

that both ancient historians Herodotus and Xenophon confirm this was happening).  

What actions does he take that move the feast from a social gathering to one with 

religious overtones (see 1:2-4)?   Why is this so blasphemous? 

 

2. What might be the intent of Belshazzar’s action?  Consider the story from chapter 4.  

Assuming Bel. knew this history (v. 22), what should he have known to do, and why? 

 

3. Notice how Daniel describes the gods of Babylon.  This is satire (See Is. 44:9-20). 

 

 

Daniel 5:5-9 

4. What brings the feasting to a dramatic stop?  What is the king’s reaction?   

 

5. Even before the interpretation, what do you think is the “message” God delivers for 

all to see?  See Galatians 6:7-8. 

 

6. Like Bel. and all the wise men of Babylon, our fallen hearts and minds cannot 
discern the “writing on the wall,” the truths of God revealed in the Scriptures, by our 
own power or strength.  Like Daniel, what do we need?  (Jn. 6:63, 1 Cor. 2:7-16, 2 
Tim. 3:16, 1 Pet. 1:10-11, 2 Peter 1:19-21) 

 

Daniel 5:10-17 



7. The queen here is likely the “queen mother,” the wife of Nabonidus.  How does she 

describe Daniel?  (Note the connections to chapter 4) 

 

8. Does it seem like Bel. is thrilled to seek help from Daniel?  Even so, Bel. still offers 

him rewards.  What is Daniel’s response? 

 

Daniel 5:18-23 

9. Daniel’s reply is direct and forceful.  He engages in a lengthy comparison between 

Neb. and Bel.  What are the points of similarity and difference?  What are the 

accusations against Bel.? 

 

10. What is the comparison between the true God and all false gods?   

 

 

11. What difference does it make to you that this God holds your life and all your ways 

in His hand?  (Ps. 139) 

 

Daniel 5:24-31 

12. The writing on the wall means something like “Numbered, numbered, weighed, and 
divided,” (5:26–27). How does Daniel then apply this message to Belshazzar? What 
does the “writing on the wall” mean for Bel. and his kingdom? 

 
This narrative ends with powerful Law and Gospel – one is obvious, the other not. 
 

13. What is the word of Law here?  How is something bigger happening here than just 
the death of a King?  (see Is. 13:19-20, Jer. 25:11-12, 50:2-3, 24). 
 

14. What is the word of Gospel (good news) here?  What is God doing here (Jer. 29:10-
14)?  What events will this lead to for Israel and ultimately for the whole world?  (2 
Chr. 36:22-23, Ezra 1:1-11, Gal. 4:4, Eph. 1:9-11) 

 

Application 
 

15. How does Bel. serve as a warning for us  (see again v. 22-23, Rom. 1:18-21)?  Apart 
from God’s grace, what is the “writing on the wall” for us and for the whole world?  
(Rom. 1:18-3:20). 
 
 
 

16. What can we do when we realize we have not honored the Lord of heaven?  (1 John 
1:8-2:2) 


