
Daniel Session 3:  God Rescues the Faithful 

Introduction 

In Daniel 3, we see the faith of Daniel’s three friends put to the test, demonstrating the tension 

we live under as citizens of two kingdoms.  Most of all, in this chapter we see God’s power at 

work, rescuing His people from a most perilous situation, which serves to confirm that “there 
is no other God who is able to rescue in this way” (3:29). 

 

What statements do people or organizations make through building impressive structures 
or buildings? 

 

Watch video of Daniel 3 performed by Marquis Laughlin  (4:45-10:47). 

Daniel 3:1-7 

1. What does King Neb. make?  For what purpose? 

 

Note:  The great statue is not named.  It could have represented the Babylonian gods Marduk, 

Bel, or Nebo.  The possible historical reference here is Neb.’s response to his suppression of a 

revolt in Babylon in 594 BC.  Jeremiah reports that vassal King Zedekiah of Judah makes a trip 

to Babylon at this time (Jer. 51:59-64), which was perhaps for the dedication of this image.  If 

so, this would set up a powerful contrast between the faithfulness of the King and S, M, and A. 

2. Notice all the seemingly unnecessary repetitions that Daniel uses to great literary 

effect.  What are they?  (see v. 2, 3; v. 4, 7; v. 5, 7)   

a. What is the overall effect of this on you as hearer? 

 

b. How does this literary device portray the ruling classes and people? 

 

3. How does this scene effectively describe the societal pressure being placed on these 

young men? 

 

4. We are not tempted to bow down and worship a gold statue, but how can we be 

tempted and pressured to mindlessly serve other ‘gods’ today? 

 

Daniel 3:8-12 

5. In v. 8, it says that some Chaldeans came forward and ‘maliciously’ accused the Jews.  

Based on what happened in chapters 1 and 2, what is the likely source of the malice? 

 

 



6. What is their threefold accusation against the Judeans in v. 12? 

 

Daniel 3:13-18 

7. What does Neb. do with this information?  What do you think is the intent of his 
question in v. 15? 

 

8. What is the response of the three friends to Neb?  How confident are they of being 

delivered from the fiery furnace?  What will they do (or not do) no matter what? 

 

Daniel 3:19-23 

9. How is the furnace and its preparation described?  Why these details? 

 
 

Daniel 3:24-30 

10. What are the indicators of the miraculous deliverance of the Judeans? 

a. V. 24-25 

b. V. 25 

c. V. 27 

 

11. Throughout church history, the fourth person has been viewed either as an angel or 

as the Son of God, the pre-incarnate Christ.  Either way, what does this say about 

God’s presence with His people in the face of difficulty and persecution (Is. 43:1-7)? 

 

12. What is Neb. forced to admit here concerning the Judean’s God?  (compare v. 26, 28 

v. 15)  How does Neb. believe that the men were saved?  (v. 28) 
 

Application 

13. Read 1 Peter 4:12-14 (see also Acts 14:22, Mt. 10:14-25).  What will happen as we 

live as God’s people in this world?  How should we view these things? 

 

14. In what sense do we know that God will bring us through the ‘fire’ of trials?  (see 1 

Pet. 1:3-9, 5:6-11, Dan. 12:2-3)? 

 

15. How does this help us to persevere when faced with such trials? 

 

 


