
Daniel Session 2:  God, the Revealer of Mysteries 
 

This chapter provides our first dramatic look at Daniel as an interpreter of dreams, and God 
as a revealer of mysteries. The story is self-contained, though its themes will reappear in later 
chapters.   
 

Read Daniel 2:1-13 
 

Verse 1 tells us that Nebuchadnezzar was deeply troubled by his dreams. In the ancient 
world, dreams were viewed as communication from the gods and thus thought to 
anticipate the future. How does understanding this shed light on Nebuchadnezzar’s 
response? 

 
Nebuchadnezzar called together a group of people who were trained to interpret dreams: 
“the magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans” (v. 2). What was unusual 
about Nebuchadnezzar’s request?  What threat did it include?  How did the Chaldeans 
respond?   
 

Note why the Chaldeans find the king’s request difficult in v. 11.  How do these ‘gods’ 
compare to the LORD, the God of heaven?  (Ex. 29:42-46, 40:35; 1 Ki 8:10-13, 27; Jn. 1:14) 
 

Why is the inability of the King’s advisers serious news for Daniel and his friends? 
 

Read Daniel 2:14-18 
 

How does Daniel show “prudence” before Arioch? How is this prudence a model for us?  
(see Col. 4:5-6) 
 
Daniel requests an audience with Nebuchadnezzar to interpret his dream. Why, in the flow 
of events in this passage, is this such a bold thing for Daniel to do?  Why did Daniel have 
such confidence (1:9, 17)? 
 
What does Daniel immediately do once he’s “bought time” to consider the King’s request?  
How is this (or at least should be!) characteristic of the body of Christ in all times and 
places (Acts 4:23-31)? 
 
“Daniel humbly prayed that God would discover to him the king’s dream, and the meaning of it. 
Praying friends are valuable friends; and it well becomes the greatest and best men to desire the 
prayers of others. Let us show that we value our friends, and their prayers.” – Matthew Henry 
 

Read Daniel 2:19-23 
 
Describe Daniel’s immediate response to God’s answer of his prayer.  Note especially how 
Daniel describes God in v. 21-22 and his personal thanks and praise in v. 23.  How may this 
prayer still speak to and guide us today?   
 
 



Read Daniel 2:24-30 
In what ways does Daniel ensure that God alone gets the credit for being the revealer of 
mysteries? 
 
Note on “latter days” (ESV) or “days to come” (NIV) in v. 28:  To Daniel’s hearers familiar with the OT, 
this is a clear reference to the messianic age (Num. 24:14, Is. 2:2, Hos. 3:5), which begins with the first 
coming of the Messiah. 
 
Read Daniel 2:31-35 
 
What was the content of the dream?   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Read Daniel 2:36-45 
 
The parts of the statue represent successive human kingdoms.  The generally accepted 
understanding of Christians and Jews in antiquity and many evangelical scholars today is 
that these kingdoms represent Babylon (identified), Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome (this 
connects with the interpretation of chapters 7-8).  Even so, “the process of ending the 
fourth kingdom, the Roman empire, did not end with the fall of Rome, but continues to this 
day.” (Steinmann) 
 
What were the rise and fall of the various powerful empires all heading toward (v. 44-45)? 
 
Read Luke 20:17-19.  How does Jesus link the image of Daniel 2:34, 44-45 to Himself?   
 
Markers of the Final Kingdom1 
 
Unlike earthly kingdoms, it is: 
 
of ____________________________________ origin (v. 34, 44, Jn. 18:36) 
 
_____________________________________ in its beginnings (v. 34, 45, Mk. 1:14-15, Lk. 17:20-21) 
 
_____________________________________ in its extent (v. 35, see also Is. 2:2, 11:9, 1 Pet. 2:4-8) 
 
_____________________________________ in its duration (v. 44, Lk. 1:33, Rev. 11:15) 
 
 
While all of humanity’s kingdoms and rulers will “become like the chaff,” the kingdom of 
our Lord and of His Christ will “never be destroyed.”  How does this truth impact your life 
and your witness to the world today? 
 
Read Daniel 2:46-49 
 
What is Nebuchadnezzar’s response to Daniel’s revelation of the dream and its 
interpretation? 
 
 
In Daniel 2, God stands forth as the “revealer of mysteries.” In Daniel, as well as the rest of 
the Bible, the word “mystery” is not intended to refer to something cryptic or clandestine; 
rather, it refers to what God has yet to disclose about his purposes for the world.  What is 
the great mystery God has revealed to us in these last days?  (Col. 1:25-2:3, Eph. 1:9, 17, 
3:4-6, Rom. 16:25-27) 
 
 

 
1 Franzmann, W. H. (1980). Bible History Commentary: Old Testament (electronic ed., pp. 535–537). Milwaukee, 
WI: Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
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