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As We Gather 
Does it ever feel like things are falling apart all around you? The writer of today’s 

psalm, Psalm 46, sure did! He speaks of mountains being moved, waters roaring, 

nations raging, and kingdoms tottering. Yet, in even in the midst of these life-

shaking events, he’s confident that one thing remains unmoved—the Lord. “God is 

our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). The same God is 

your refuge, too. In Christ Jesus, you are saved, not only from the troubles of this 

world, but also from sin, death, and that old evil foe, the devil. Martin Luther put it 

this way in the famous words of his hymn based on this same psalm: 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; 

Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 
 

Ringing of the Bells 
 

Welcome and Greeting 
 
Please stand 

 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   (Choir vs. 2) LSB 656 

 

 

 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 

 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution      1 John 1:8–9 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for meditation on God’s Word and for self-reflection  
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit Ps. 34:1-2, 22; antiphon: Ps. 119:46 

 

A  I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]* 

   and shall not be | put to shame. 

C  I will bless the LORD at | all times;* 

   his praise shall continually be | in my mouth. 

A  My soul makes its boast | in the LORD;* 

   let the humble hear | and be glad. 

C  Come, O children, lis- | ten to me;* 

   I will teach you the fear | of the LORD. 

A  The LORD redeems the life of his | servants;* 

   none of those who take refuge in him will | be condemned. 

C  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

   and to the Holy | Spirit; 

  as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

   is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

A  I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]* 

   and shall not be | put to shame. 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

A Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your 

faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect 

and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all 

enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated 

 

First Reading            Psalm 46 
 

A 1God is our refuge and strength, 

 a very present help in trouble. 
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C 2Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

 though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
 

A 3though its waters roar and foam, 

 though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

C 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 

A 5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

 God will help her when morning dawns. 

C 6The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
 

A 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

C 8Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

 how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
 

A 9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

 he burns the chariots with fire. 

C 10“Be still, and know that I am God. 

 I will be exalted among the nations, 

 I will be exalted in the earth!” 
 

A The Lord is of host is with us; 

 The God of Jacob is our fortress. 

  

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Shield of Faith Adult Choir 
 

Epistle Romans 3:19–28 
 

 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who 

are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the 

whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the 

law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 

comes knowledge of sin. 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from 

the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 
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propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 

God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 

over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present 

time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind 

of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold 

that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel John 8:31–36 
A The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in 

my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, 

and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are 

offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is 

it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house 

forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will 

be free indeed.” 
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A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 

 

By Grace I’m Saved LSB 566 
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5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 

    The Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure 

If grace were not my anchor sure? 
 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart’s condition, 

    I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

Since I am saved by grace alone.          Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
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I Am Forever Who I Am 
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12 

 

 
Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

  

 P   Lord, in your mercy: 

 C Hear our prayer.    

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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