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As We Gather 
Does it ever feel like things are falling apart all around you? The writer of today’s 

psalm, Psalm 46, sure did! He speaks of mountains being moved, waters roaring, 

nations raging, and kingdoms tottering. Yet, in even in the midst of these life-

shaking events, he’s confident that one thing remains unmoved—the Lord. “God is 

our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). The same God is 

your refuge, too. In Christ Jesus, you are saved, not only from the troubles of this 

world, but also from sin, death, and that old evil foe, the devil. Martin Luther put it 

this way in the famous words of his hymn based on this same psalm: 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe Now means deadly woe;Deep guile and great might 

Are his dread arms in fight;On earth is not his equal. 
 

Preservice Music Fantasy on Sine Nomine 
  Brass Ensemble 

Welcome  
 

Invocation 

Opening Sentences   Psalm 47:1–2, 6–7a, 9b 

Pastor: Clap your hands, all peoples! 

People: Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

Pastor: For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, 

People: a great king over all the earth. 

Pastor: Sing praises to God, sing praises! 

People: Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 

Pastor: For God is the King of all the earth; 

People: He is highly exalted! 
 

This Is Amazing Grace by Phil Wickham, Jeremy Riddle and Josh Farro 
 

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness, 

Whose love is mighty and so much stronger? 

The King of glory, the King above all kings. 
 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 

And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 

The King of glory, the King above all kings. 
 

Chorus 

This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 

That You would take my place, that You would bear my cross. 

You laid down Your life that I would be set free. 

Oh, Jesus, I sing for  all that You’ve done for me. 



 3 

 

Who brings our chaos back into order, 

Who makes the orphan a son and daughter? 

The King of glory, the King of glory. 
 

Who rules the nations with truth and justice, 

Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance? 

The King of glory, the King above all kings. Chorus 
 

Bridge: 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain! 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave!  

(repeat two more times) 
 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain! 

Worthy, worthy, worthy! 
 

Chorus 

This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 

That You would take my place, that You would bear my cross. 

You laid down Your life that I would be set free. 

Oh, Jesus, I sing for  all that You’ve done for me. 

All that You’ve done for me. 

 

 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

 
Pastor: O most merciful God, 

People: we bow before You because Your Law convicts us of sin.  We know 

that we deserve nothing but punishment. But You have sent Your 

Son, Jesus, to take our place and pay the penalty of our sin with 

His very life. Though we are unworthy of Your mercy, we call upon 

You for grace in His name, and for His sake we ask Your 

forgiveness for all our sins. Send us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

grow in knowledge of You and true obedience to Your Word, and 

guide us to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Words of Forgiveness                    
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First Reading Psalm 46 
 

Pastor: 1God is our refuge and strength, 

 a very present help in trouble. 

People: 2Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

 though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
 

Pastor: 3though its waters roar and foam, 

 though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

People: 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 

Pastor 5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

 God will help her when morning dawns. 

People: 6The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
 

Pastor: 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

People: 8Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

 how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
 

Pastor: 9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

 he burns the chariots with fire. 

People: 10“Be still, and know that I am God. 

 I will be exalted among the nations, 

 I will be exalted in the earth!” 
 

Pastor: 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

  

Epistle Romans 3:19–28 
 

 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who 

are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the 

whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the 

law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 

comes knowledge of sin. 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from 

the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 

propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 

God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
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over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present 

time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind 

of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold 

that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

 
 
 

Holy Gospel John 8:31–36 
 

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in 

my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, 

and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are 

offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is 

it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house 

forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will 

be free indeed.” 

 
 

The Nicene Creed  

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he 

rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of the Father.  And he will come again with glory 

to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 

end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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In Christ Alone   by Keith Getty, Stuart Townend  arr. by Kristian Stanfill 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found 

He is my light my strength my song 

This Cornerstone this solid Ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled when strivings cease 

My Comforter my All in All 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 

There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious Day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 

No guilt in life no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 

I find my strength, I find my hope,  

I find my help in Christ alone. 

When fear assails, when darkness falls,  

I find my peace in Christ alone. 

I give my life, I give my all,  

I sing my song to Christ alone. 

The King of Kings, the Lord of all. 

All heaven sings to Christ alone.   

To Christ alone. In Christ alone. 

 

Til He returns or calls me home 

Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand, 

Here in the pow’r of Christ we stand. 
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Sermon  
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Who You Say I Am   by Ben Fielding and Reuben Morgan 
 

Who am I that the highest King Would welcome me 

I was lost but He brought me in 

Oh His love for me Oh His love for me 

Chorus 1 

Who the Son sets free Oh is free indeed 

I'm a child of God Yes I am 
 

Free at last He has ransomed me 

His grace runs deep While I was a slave to sin 

Jesus died for me Yes He died for me 
 

Chorus 2 

In my Father's house There's a place for me 

I'm a child of God Yes I am 
 

Bridge 

I am chosen not forsaken I am who You say I am 

You are for me not against me I am who You say I am 

 Chorus 1 and 2 

 
 

 
 

 
We Lift Our Hearts in Prayer 

 
P  Lord, in your mercy: 

C Hear our prayer. 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

 
 

Words of Institution 
 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

 
Distribution  
 

   Amazing Grace Brass Ensemble 
   

   Largo 
    
 

 

 
The Blessing 
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Death Was Arrested    
                    by Adam Kersh, Brandon Coker, Heath Balltzglier, and Paul Taylor Smith 

 

Alone in my sorrow and dead in my sin 

Lost without hope with no place to begin 

Your love made a way to let mercy come in 

When death was arrested and my life began 
 

Ash was redeemed only beauty remains 

My orphan heart was given a name 

My mourning grew quiet my feet rose to dance 

When death was arrested and my life began 
 

Chorus  

Oh Your grace so free washes over me 

You have made me new now life begins with You 

It's Your endless love pouring down on us 

You have made us new now life begins with You 
 

Released from my chains I'm a pris'ner no more 

My shame was a ransom He faithfully bore 

He cancelled my debt and He called me His friend 

When death was arrested and my life began          Chorus 
 

Our Savior displayed on a criminal's cross 

Darkness rejoiced as though Heaven had lost 

But then Jesus arose with our freedom in hand 

That's when death was arrested and my life began    Chorus 
 

Bridge 

Oh we're free free forever we're free 

Come join the song of all the redeemed 

Yes we're free free forever amen 

When death was arrested and my life began     (Repeat) 
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