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As We Gather 
There are many different opinions in our world about who the Lord is, and many 

of those opinions are based on who people want the Lord to be. What a privilege and 

joy it is that as we gather we don’t need to try to seek and find the Lord and His 

attributes on our own. Instead, He reveals Himself as who He was, is, and ever shall 

be, in and throughout Scripture. We hear this today in our Old Testament Reading as 

God, through Isaiah, calls His people to look and listen to Him as He seeks and 

makes us His redeemed children (Isaiah 51:1–6). As His children, we are part of His 

Body and blessed to complement one other in faith and fellowship (Romans 11:33–

12:8) and in the confession of who our Savior Jesus Christ truly is (Matthew 16:13–

20). As He continues to seek and to find, and by the calling, gathering, and 

enlightening by His Holy Spirit through His Word, we worship in that promised grace 

giving certain hope now and in the future. 

 
      

Welcome  and Invocation 
 

 

 

Cornerstone 
 

My hope is built on nothing less,  

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,  

But wholly trust in Jesus’ Name.     (repeat) 
 

Chorus: 

Christ alone. Cornerstone.  

Weak made strong in the Saviour’s love. 

Through the storm, He is Lord.  Lord of all. 
 

When darkness seems to hide His face,  

I rest on His unchanging grace. 

In ev’ry high and stormy gale,  

My anchor holds within the veil. 

My anchor holds within the veil.     Chorus 
 

When He shall come with trumpet sound,  

Oh may I then in Him be found. 

Dressed in His righteousness alone. 

Faultless stand before the throne.     Chorus 
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Opening Versicles  Psalm 118:24; Psalm 113:3; Ps. 138 1-3, 7-8 
 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

P I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

C  before the gods I sing your praise; 
 

P I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your 

name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, 

C  for you have exalted above all things 

your name and your word. 
 

P On the day I called, you answered me; 

C my strength of soul you increased. 
  

P Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

you preserve my life; 

C  you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, 

and your right hand delivers me. 

P  The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; 

  your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. 
C  Do not forsake the work of your hands.  

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness (Beginning To End)    
                      by Jason Ingam, Mike Weaver, Thomas Obediah Chisholm, William Marion Runyan 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness O God my Father 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee 

Thou changest not Thy compassions they fail not 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be 
 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest 

Sun moon and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness mercy and love 
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Chorus 1 

Beginning to end my life in Your hands  

Great great is Your faithfulness 

You never let go this one thing I know  

Great great is Your faithfulness 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 

Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside           Chorus 1 
 

Chorus 2 

Great is Thy faithfulness Great is Thy faithfulness 

Morning by morning new mercies I see 

All I have needed Thy hand has provided 

Great is Thy faithfulness Lord unto me 

 

 

Old Testament Isaiah 51:1–6 
1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: 

look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

 and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; 

for he was but one when I called him, 

 that I might bless him and multiply him. 
3For the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places 

and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; 

 joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4“Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my nation; 

for a law will go out from me, 

 and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, 

 and my arms will judge the peoples; 

the coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they wait. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, 

 and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; 
but my salvation will be forever, and my righteousness will never be dismayed.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Romans 11:33—12:8 
 33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

 or who has been his counselor?” 
35“Or who has given a gift to him 

 that he might be repaid?” 

36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be 

glory forever. Amen. 

 1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 

which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 

may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 

perfect. 

 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with 

sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and the 

members do not all have the same function, 5so we, though many, are 

one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6Having 

gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if 

prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7if service, in our serving; the one 

who teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; 

the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; 

the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 16:13–20 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And 

they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you 

say that I am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of 

the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 

Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
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Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he strictly 

charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

The Third Article of the Apostles' Creed   (with Luther’s explanation) 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 

 What does this mean?  I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 

strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy 

Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 

sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 

 In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole 

Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true 

faith. 

 In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the 

sins of all believers. 

 On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life 

to me and all believers in Christ. 

 This is most certainly true. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

The Church’s One Foundation LSB 644 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon  
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Jesus Rock Of Ages    by Christy and Nathan Nockels 
 

I'm not alone there's a stone I'm built on 

There's a love that will never let me go 

He hears my ev'ry cry 

He knows how to understand me 

He is my one defense day and night 
 

Chorus 

I rest my soul on the Rock of the ages oh 

And my feet stand firm on a sure foundation oh 

All my hope in this salvation oh 

Jesus Jesus Rock of ages 
 

Precious cornerstone the one for all generations 

Laid that I would hide myself in You 

Through ev'ry trial and storm When all else is sinking 

There is none so faithful and so true        Chorus 
 

Bridge 

When my heart is faint my faith is small 

Oh hide me Lord And when all is well through it all 

Oh hide me Lord    (Repeat bridge) Chorus 

 

 
Prayer 
 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and 

with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the 

world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all 

to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the 

common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the 

widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 

Collect for the Word 
P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for 

our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, 

and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your 

holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope 

of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 

Firm Foundation    by Jamie Harvill and Nancy Gordon 
 

Chorus 

Jesus You're my firm foundation 

I know I can stand secure 

Jesus You're my firm foundation 

I put my hope in Your holy Word 

I put my hope in Your holy Word 
 

I have a living hope (ECHO) 

I have a future (ECHO) 

God has a plan for me (ECHO) 

Of this I'm sure of this I'm sure   Chorus 
 

Your Word is faithful (ECHO) 

Mighty in power (ECHO) 

God will deliver me (ECHO) 

Of this I'm sure of this I'm sure   Chorus 
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