
 

 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 26, 2020 
As We Gather 

One of the great ironies of our contemporary world is that people can live in close proximity to one 

another in large cities and yet feel alone. Surrounded by others, many people experience loneliness. 

Feeling alone can happen because of a broken relationship, a chronic illness, or the death of someone 

near and dear. Today’s Readings remind us that God is present for us in the midst of our loneliness. 

“You are a people holy to the LORD your God,” we hear in Deuteronomy, “chosen . . . to be a people for 

His treasured possession.” When Paul poses the question in Romans 8, “Who shall separate us from 

the love of Christ?”—the answer is no one. Nothing in all creation will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord. We gather at the altar today to receive Christ’s body and blood, 

and He is present with us when we do so. To a lonely world, and to our lonely times, today’s Readings 

shout, “You are not alone.” Jesus is Immanuel, that is, “God with us.” And no trouble, distress, 

violence, or persecution can overcome God’s present love for us in Jesus Christ. 
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Come As You Are  by David Crowder, Matt Maher, Ben Glover 
  

Come out of sadness from wherever you’ve been. 

Come, brokenhearted, let rescue begin. 

Come find your mercy. O sinner, come kneel; 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal, 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal. 
 

Chorus: 

Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame. 

All who are broken, lift up your face. 

O wanderer, come home; You’re not too far. 

So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, come as you are. 
 

There’s hope for the hopeless and all who’ve strayed: 

Come sit at the table, come taste the grace. 

There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures. 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t cure.     Chorus 
 

Come as you are. Come as you are.   

Fall in his arms.  Come as you are. 
 

There’s joy for the morning. O sinner, be still. 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal. 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.     Chorus 

 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Versicles Psalm 118:24; Psalm 113:3; Psalm 84:10; Psalm 25:4; John 17:17 
 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  P  Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

   make known his deeds among the peoples! 

C  Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

 tell of all his wondrous works! 

 P  Glory in his holy name; 

 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 

C  Seek the LORD and his strength; 
 seek his presence continually! 

 P  Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 

 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 

C  O offspring of Abraham, his servant, 
 children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

 P  Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 
 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

P  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and 

love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what You 

have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Old Testament Deuteronomy 7:6–9 
 6“You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has 

chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples 

who are on the face of the earth. 7It was not because you were more in 

number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose 

you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but it is because the LORD loves 

you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has 

brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of 

slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know therefore that the 

LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love 

with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand 

generations.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

All Depends on Our Possessing LSB 732 
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5 Well He knows what best to grant me; 

All the longing hopes that haunt me, 

    Joy and sorrow, have their day. 

I shall doubt His wisdom never; 

As God wills, so be it ever; 

    I commit to Him my way. 
 

6 If my days on earth He lengthen, 

God my weary soul will strengthen; 

    All my trust in Him I place. 

Earthly wealth is not abiding, 

Like a stream away is gliding; 

    Safe I anchor in His grace. 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

Epistle Romans 8:28–39 
 28We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, 

for those who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom 

he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 

those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 

how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring 

any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? 

Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at 

the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate 

us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 

things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Your Love Never Fails       by Chris McClarney and Anthony Skinner 
 

Nothing can separate; Even if I ran away,  

Your love never fails. 

I know I still make mistakes,  

but You have new mercies for me ev’ryday; 

Your love never fails. 
 

Chorus 

You stay the same through the ages; Your love never changes. 

There may be pain in the night, But joy comes in the morning. 

And when the oceans rage, I don’t have to be afraid, 

Because I know that You love me. Your love never fails. 
 

The wind is strong, and the water’s deep,  

But alone here in these open seas; Your love never fails. 

The chasm is far too wide,  

I thought I’d reach the other side; Your love never fails.  Chorus 
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Bridge 

You make all things work together for my good. 

You make all things work together for my good.  

(repeat 2 more times) 
 

Chorus 

You stay the same through the ages; Your love never changes. 

There may be pain in the night, But joy comes in the morning. 

And when the oceans rage, I don’t have to be afraid, 

Because I know that You love me. Your love never fails. 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44–52 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a 

man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 

that field. 

 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46who, 

on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 

gathered fish of every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and 

sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the close of 

the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and 

throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth. 

 51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And he said to 

them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is 

like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 
 

The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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What God Ordains Is Always Good LSB 760 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 What God ordains is always good: This truth remains unshaken. 

Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, I shall not be forsaken. 

        I fear no harm, For with His arm 

He shall embrace and shield me; So to my God I yield me. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
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One Thing Remains (Your Love Never Fails) 
 

Higher than the mountains that I face 

Stronger than the power of the grave 

Constant in the trial and the change 

One thing remains, One thing remains 
 

Chorus  

Your love never fails It never gives up 

Never runs out on me 

(REPEAT 3X) 

Your love 
 

On and on and on and on it goes 

It overwhelms and satisfies my soul 

And I never ever have to be afraid 

One thing remains One thing remains 
 

Bridge  

In death in life I'm confident and 

Cover'd by the power of Your great love 

My debt is paid there's nothing that 

Can separate my heart from Your great love 

(REPEAT) 
 

Lift Our Hearts in Prayer 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

   (after each petition of the prayers) 

P  Lord, in your mercy: 

C Hear our prayer. 

   (the prayers conclude) 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

When Peace, like a River LSB 763 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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