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The Ascension of our Lord 

May 24, 2020 
As We Gather 

 

In Jesus’ final appearance to the eleven disciples, He tells them that they will be His 

witnesses, witnesses of His resurrection. Not only will they be witnesses in familiar 

places such as Jerusalem and Judea, but they will also be witnesses in Samaria, a 

foreign land where these Jewish disciples did not care to travel. And finally, the disciples 

will be witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection to the ends of the earth. As we remember Jesus’ 

ascension, we also remember the faithfulness of His disciples to be His witnesses and to 

go where they were sent, so that we could know the power of Jesus and His resurrection 

even though we are thousands of miles from Jerusalem. 

 
Preservice Music You Raise Me Up 
 Barb Gutridge, violin; Katherine Schlechte, bassoon  
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Welcome 
  

On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build LSB 492 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001057 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sacrament of Baptism Josiah Andrew Tinney 

 

Father Welcomes  LSB 605 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001057 
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Service of the Word 

Introit Ps. 110:1, 4-5; antiphon: Ps. 47:5 

P  God has gone up with a shout, 

  the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

C  The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, 

  until I make your enemies your footstool.” 

P  The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, 

  “You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 

C  The Lord is at your right hand; 

  he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

  as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

          P  God has gone up with a shout, 

  the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

 Heavenly Father, Your Son sent us to the ends of the earth with the 

Gospel and promised always to be with us. Embolden us to spread the 

good news of Jesus’ death, resurrection, ascension, and return; through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
 

All to Us     by Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves, Matt Redman, Matt Maher 
 

Precious cornerstone, sure foundation, 

You are faithful to the end. 

We are waiting on You, Jesus. We believe You’re all to us. 
 

Precious cornerstone, sure foundation,  

You are faithful to the end. We are waiting on You, Jesus. 

We believe You’re all to us. 
 

Chorus: 

Let the glory of your name be the passion of the Church. 

Let the righteousness of God be a holy flame that burns. 

Let the saving love of Christ be the measure of our lives. 

We believe You’re all to us. 
 

Only Son of God, sent from heaven,  

Hope and mercy at the cross. 

You are ev’rything, You’re the promise. Jesus You are all to us.     Chorus. 
 

Bridge: 

You’re all to us, You’re all to us 

You’re all to us, yes, You are.    (repeat) 
 

When this passing world is over,  

we will see you face to face, and forever we will worship. 

Jesus, you are all to us, Jesus, you are all to us. 
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You’re all, You’re ev’rything to us. 

First Reading Acts 1:1–11 

 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do 

and teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given 

commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To 

them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing 

to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 

Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you 

heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this 

time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to 

know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he 

was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were 

gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 

robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 

This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 

way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Ephesians 1:15–23 
 15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and 

your love toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, 

remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 

knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 

know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 

glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness 

of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great 

might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 

seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not 

only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put all things under his 

feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23which is his body, 

the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
How Great is Our God  by Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves and Ed Cash 
 

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty; 

Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice. 

He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 

And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice. 
 

Chorus 

How great is our God! Sing with me:  

How great is our God!  And all will see how great, 
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How great is our God! 
 

And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands; 

Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End. 

The Godhead, three in one, Father Spirit, Son, 

The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb.  Chorus 
 

Bridge: 

Name above all names, worthy of all praise. 

My heart will sing: How great is our God!  (repeat)      Chorus 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 24:44–53 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while 

I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and 

the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds 

to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And 

behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city 

until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he 

blessed them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried 

up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with 

great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

Christ Our Hope In Life And Death  by Jordan Kauflin, Keith Getty, Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, 

Matthew Merker 

What is our hope in life and death 

Christ alone Christ alone 
What is our only confidence 

That our souls to Him belong 
What holds our days within His hand 

What comes apart from His command 
And what will keep us to the end 
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The love of Christ in which we stand 
 

Chorus 

O sing hallelujah Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah Now and ever we confess 

Christ our hope in life and death 
 

What truth can calm the troubled soul 
God is good God is good 

Where is His grace and goodness known 
In our great Redeemer's blood 
Who holds our faith when fears arise 

Who stands above the stormy trial 
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh 

Unto the shore the rock of Christ                Chorus 
 

Unto the grave what shall we sing 
Christ He lives Christ He lives 

And what reward will heaven bring 
Everlasting life with Him 

There we will rise to meet the Lord 
Then sin and death will be destroyed 
And we will feast in endless joy 

When Christ is ours forevermore    Chorus 
 

Sermon  
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For Our Service Members Past and Present 

(As “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” is sung, veterans, active duty and 
reserves are asked to stand at home as they hear their respective verse 

sung. Please remain standing until the verse is completed.) 

 

Eternal Father, Strong to Save  

(Navy) Eternal Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,  

Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep  

Its own appointed limits keep;  

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,  

For those in peril on the sea!  

 

(Army) O Lord of hosts, to you we turn 

To give us grace we cannot earn. 

Our soldiers guard our way of life; 

Be with them all in times of strife.  
Let courage flow from your command; 

We pray for those who fight on land. 

 

(Marine Corps) Eternal Father, grant, we pray,  

To all Marines, both night and day,  

The courage, honor, strength, and skill  

Their land to serve, thy law fulfill;  

Be thou the shield forevermore  

From every peril to the Corps 

 

(Coast Guard) Eternal Father, Lord of Hosts,  

Watch o’er the men who guard our coasts.  

Protect them from the raging seas 

And give them light and life and peace.  

Grant them from thy great throne above 

The shield and shelter of thy love. 

 

(Air Force) Lord, guard and guide all those who fly  

Through the great spaces in the sky.  

Be with them always in the air,  

In darkening storms or sunlight fair;  

Oh, hear us when we lift our prayer,  

For those in peril in the air!  

 

 Praise to the Father, to the Son, 

 And to the Spirit, three in One. 

 May we, who walk now led by faith, 

 Continue in Thy love and grace; 

 Help us to be here in this place, 

 Thy hands, Thy feet, Thy shining face. 
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Prayer for Those Who Have Served and are Serving and their Families 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

  

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Up through Endless Ranks of Angels LSB 491 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001057 
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001057 

 

 
Postlude Music: May Jesus Christ Be Praise 
 Barb Gutridge, violin; Katherine Schlecte, bassoon 
 

 Worship Leader: Pastor Gary Byers, Proclaiming Pastor 
   Pastor Chris A. Spelbring, Presiding Pastor 
 Reader/Response Leader:  Kyle Lewis   
 Children’s Message: Jill Hasstedt, DCE Family Life Ministries 
 Organist/Piano: Dawn E. Tayon, Minister of Music 
 Vocals/Guitar: Mark Wehemeyer, Dawn Tayon 
 Vocals: Men of the Choir 
 Sound/Video: Frank Rudolph/Christian Brown 
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