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The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 3, 2020 

 
As We Gather 

The Twenty-Third Psalm is echoed in readings, hymns, and responses today, Good 

Shepherd Sunday. We hear our Shepherd only because of His grace. He wants us in 

spite of our sins; thus, as David writes, “I shall not want.” Our Lord is not only the 

Shepherd; in the Gospel, Jesus likens Himself to the door, the only entrance to the 

sheepfold. Inside, we may have “life and have it abundantly.” Under God’s protection, 

the Early Church flourished, as Luke reports in Acts. And when some Christians strayed, 

their faith led them back to their Shepherd, as Peter writes in the Epistle. We gather 

again, wanting nothing except to hear our Shepherd. 
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Lavish  by Francesca Battistelli, Jeremy Redmon and Mike Weaver 
 

You are my shepherd I shall not want 

You make me lie down in green pastures 

You lead me beside still waters You restore my soul 
 

Pre-Chorus 

And though I walk through the valley 

I won't fear death's shadow 

Because I know You are with me 
 

Chorus  

And the banner that's over me 

Is the love that has set me free 

You lavish Your love You lavish Your love on me 

And Your love conquers all my fear 

Because Jesus You're always near 

You lavish Your love You lavish Your love on me 
 

You pour out Your Spirit 'til I overflow 

With peace in the midst of my trouble 

You're more than enough for my struggle 

You're all I need                    Pre-Chorus and Chorus 
 

Bridge 

Goodness and mercy will follow me all of my days 

And I'll make my home in Your presence 

Now and always  (Repeat)          Chorus 

 

Welcome  
 

Invocation 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

Introit    Psalm 95:1–3, 6–7a; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b 
 

Pastor: I am the good shepherd. 

  I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

People: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 

  let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
 

Pastor: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

  let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

People: For the LORD is a great God, 

  and a great King above all gods. 
 

Pastor: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

  let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

People: For he is our God, 

  and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

  as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Pastor: I am the good shepherd. 

  I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
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The Compassion Hymn    by Keith and Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend 
 

There is an everlasting kindness you lavished on us 

When the radiance of heaven came to rescue the lost; 

You called the sheep without a shepherd to leave their distress 

For Your streams of forgiveness and the shade of Your rest. 
 

And with compassion for the hurting, You reached out Your hand 

As the lame ran to meet You and the dead breathed again; 

You saw behind the eyes of sorrow and shared in our tears, 

Heard the sigh of the weary, let the children draw near. 
 

Chorus: 

What boundless love, what fathomless grace 

You have shown us O God of compassion! 

Each day we live, an off’ring of praise  

As the show to the world Your compassion. 
 

We stood beneath the cross of Calv’ry and gazed on Your face, 

At the thorns of oppression and the wounds of disgrace; 

For surely You have borne our suff’ring and carried our grief 

As You pardoned the scoffer and showed grace to the thief.  Chorus 
 

How beautiful the feet that carry this gospel of peace 

To the fields of injustice and the valleys of need 

To be a voice of hope and healing, to answer the cries 

Of the hungry and helpless with the mercy of Christ.   Chorus 

 
First Reading Acts 2:42–47 
 

 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and 

many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who 

believed were together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling 

their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any 

had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 

bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 
47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to 

their number day by day those who were being saved. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody Psalm 23 
 

1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
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Good Shepherd Of My Soul   by Fionan De Barra, Keith and Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend 

 

Good Shepherd of my soul 

Come dwell within me 

Take all I am and mould 

Your likeness in me 

Before the cross of Christ 

This is my sacrifice 

A life laid down and ready to follow 
 

The troubled find their peace 

In true surrender 

The prisoners their release 

From chains of anger 

In springs of living grace 

I find a resting place 

To rise refreshed and ready to follow 
 

I'll walk this narrow road 

With Christ before me 

Where thorns and thistles grow 

And cords ensnare me 

Though doubted and denied 

He never leaves my side 

But lifts my head and calls me to follow 

 

And when my days are gone 

My strength is failing 

He'll carry me along 

Through death's unveiling 

Earth's struggles overcome 

Heaven's journey just begun 

To search Christ's depths and ever to follow 

To search Christ's depths and ever to follow 

 

 
Epistle 1 Peter 2:19–25 

 19This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while 

suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, 

you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a 

gracious thing in the sight of God. 21For to this you have been called, because 

Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow 

in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 
23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did 

not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He 

himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live 

to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were 

straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 

your souls. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel John 10:1–10 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the 

sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a 

robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him 

the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep 

by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes 

before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5A stranger 

they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the 

voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did 

not understand what he was saying to them. 

 7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of 

the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 

did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be 

saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal 

and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion  
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
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Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us LSB 711 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Sermon  
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We Lift Our Hearts in Prayer 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

 our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray 

to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

  

Collect of the Day 
Pastor: Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd 

of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our 

Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He 

leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction  
Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, T the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you. 

People: Amen. 

 

The King of Love  by Jonathan Smith, Jason Ingram, Matthew Hein, Stephanie Kulla, and Adam Palmer 
 

The King of Love, my Shepherd is; 

Whose goodness faileth never. 

I nothing lack if I am His 

And He is mine forever. And He is mine forever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow, 

My ransomed soul He leadeth. 

And where the fertile pastures grow 

With food celestial feedeth. 
 

Chorus: 

Never failing Ruler of my heart. 

Everlasting, Lover of my soul. 

On the mountain high or in the valley low,  

The King of Love, my Shepherd is. The King of Love, my Shepherd is. 
 

Lost and foolish oft I strayed But yet in love, He sought me. 

And on His shoulder, gently laid And home rejoicing brought me. 
 

In death’s dark veil, I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord beside me. 

Thy rod and staff, my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me.   Chorus 
 

Bridge:  Oh, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

Oh, hallelujah, hallelujah.  Chorus 
 

So through all the length of days, 

Thy goodness faileth never. 

Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise 

Within Your house forever.  Within your house forever. 

 

 Worship Leaders: Pastor Chris A. Spelbring, Presiding Pastor 
   Pastor Gary Byers, Proclaiming Pastor  
 Reader/Response Leader:  Kurt Wampole   
 Children’s Message: Kerri Ann Schmid, DCE Youth Ministries 
 Piano:  Dawn E. Tayon, Minister of Music 
 Vocals: Phoebe Bergt, Kate Peters, Luke Mandeville 
 Guitar: Jacob Meyer  
 Sound/Video: Frank Rudolph/Christian Brown 
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