
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

March 29, 2020 
As We Gather 

Long before Jesus’ death and resurrection, God made clear to His people that death 

would not have the last word. As Ezekiel was inspired to write of the dry bones of death 

having life breathed into them, it would foreshadow the future for God’s people through 

the One who conquered death and grave once for all. In a world of death and decay, we 

are sustained in our journey now until the resurrection of all flesh through Jesus Christ, 

our life-giving Lord and Savior. 

 

Welcome    

 
Invocation 

P  In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit 

C     Amen. 

 



Opening Sentences       from Psalm 116 

P I love the LORD, because he has heard 

  my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

C Because he inclined his ear to me, 

  therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

P The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid   

 hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish. 

C Then I called on the name of the LORD: 

  “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

P For you have delivered my soul from death, 

  my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

Lord I Need You      by Jesse Reeves, Kristian Stanfill, Matt Maher, Christy Nockels, and Daniel Carson 

 

Lord, I come, I confess.  Bowing here, I find my rest. 

And without You, I fall apart, You’re the one that guides my heart. 

 

Chorus: 

Lord, I need You, Oh, I need you.  Ev’ry hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness; Oh, God, how I need You. 
 

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. 

Where grace is found is where You are. 

And where you are, Lord, I am free. 

Holiness is Christ in me.   

Where you are, Lord, I am free. 

Holiness is Christ in me.             Chorus 
 

So, teach my song to rise to You when temptation comes my way. 

And when I cannot stand, I’ll fall on You. 

Jesus, You’re my hope and stay. 

And when I cannot stand, I’ll fall on You. 

Jesus, You’re my hope and stay.     Chorus 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

C Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

for sins of habit and sins of choice,  

for the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation so I may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

 

Words of Forgiveness                    
 

 
 



Collect for the Day 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, in whom is life now and forever, through Your Son’s suffering 

and death You have given us victory over all we ever need fear in sin, eternal 

death, and the power of the devil. Breathe into our bones and our souls Your 

life-giving Word, that we rejoice in Your forgiveness and serve You and others 

in love and faithfulness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone) 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost but now I'm found Was blind but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear  The hour I first believed 

Chorus  

My chains are gone I've been set free 

My God my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 

Unending love amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and portion be  As long as life endures 

Chorus  

My chains are gone I've been set free 

My God my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 

Unending love amazing grace  (Repeat) 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

The sun forbear to shine 

But God who called me here below 

Will be forever mine  Will be forever mine 

You are forever mine 

 

 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1–14 

1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led 

me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the 

valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these 

bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 

LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 

you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come 

upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and 

you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, 

and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, 

and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 

had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy 

to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 
10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 

lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 



11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 
12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open 

your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into 

the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your 

graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall 

know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

 

 

Epistle Romans 8:1–11 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For 

the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 

death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 

the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, 

who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 

according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on 

the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind 

that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, 

it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 

dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 

because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your 

mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

 

 

Holy Gospel John 11:17–45 
 

17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 

four days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20So 

when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 

remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from 

God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha 

said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 

though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 

never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are 

the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, 

“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she rose 

quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still 

in the place where Martha had met him. 31When the Jews who were with her in the 

house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing 

that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32Now when Mary came to where 

Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 

who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly 

troubled. 34And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come 

and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of 

them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this 

man from dying?” 



38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 

days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the 

glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, 

“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but 

I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you 

sent me.” 43When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 

come out.” 44The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen 

strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 

him go.” 
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he 

did, believed in him. 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

I Will Rise              by Louie Giglio, Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves and Matt Maher 
 

There’s a peace I’ve come to know, 

Though my heart and flesh may fail. 

There’s an anchor for my soul  I can say,   “It is well.” 
 

Chorus 

Jesus has overcome, and the grave is overwhelmed; 

The victory is won, He is risen from the dead. 

And I will rise when He calls my name; 

No more sorrow, no more pain. 

I will rise on eagle’s wings; 

Before my God fall on my knees, and rise. I will rise. 
 

There’s a day that’s drawing near 

When this darkness breaks to light, 

And the shadows disappear,  and my faith shall be my eyes.  Chorus 
 

Bridge:  And I hear the voice of many angels sing,  

“Worthy is the Lamb!” 

And I hear the cry of ev’ry longing heart,  

“Worthy is the Lamb!”   Repeat 
 

And I will rise when He calls my name; 

No more sorrow, no more pain. 

I will rise on eagle’s wings; 

Before my God fall on my knees, and rise. 

I will rise.   I will rise. 



 

Sermon  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

We Lift Our Hearts in Prayer 
P  Lord, in your mercy: 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 



Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 
In Christ Alone        by Keith Getty, Stuart Townend 

 

In Christ alone my hope is found 

He is my light my strength my song 

This Cornerstone this solid Ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled when strivings cease 

My Comforter my All in All 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 

In Christ alone who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

Till on that cross as Jesus died 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live 

 

There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious Day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

No guilt in life no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 

 

 

Worship Leaders: Pastor Brian E. Downs, Proclaiming Pastor 
 Pastor Chris A. Spelbring, Presiding Pastor  
Musicians: Mark Wehmeyer, Dawn Tayon 
Children’s Message: Jill and Fred Hasstedt, DCE Family Life Ministries, Retired Zion 

Teacher 
Sound/Video: Frank Rudolph, Christian Brown 

 

 

 



Story behind “In Christ Alone”    excerpts taken from 

https://www.crosswalk.com/church/worship/song-story-in-christ-alone-1275127.html 
  

Songwriter Stuart Townend grew up as the youngest of four children in a Christian family 

in West Yorkshire, England, where his father was a vicar in the Church of England. The 

Townend family always enjoyed music, and young Stuart began to play the piano at the age of 

seven. Known and respected today by musicians and worship leaders throughout Britain and 

beyond, his involvement in Christian music dates back over 10 years. 
 

Written in 2002, “In Christ Alone” was a collaborative effort between Townend and fellow 

songwriter (and now good friend) Keith Getty. “The song came about in an unusual way,” 

Townend explains. “Keith and I met in the autumn of 2000 at a worship event, and we 

resolved to try to work together on some songs. A few weeks later Keith sent some melody 

ideas, and the first one on the CD was a magnificent, haunting melody that I loved, and 

immediately started writing down some lyrical ideas on what I felt should be a timeless theme 

commensurate with the melody. So the theme of the life, death, resurrection of Christ, and the 

implications of that for us just began to tumble out, and when we got together later on to fine 

tune it, we felt we had encapsulated what we wanted to say.” 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm… 
 

Townend and Getty both admit they are motivated by the idea of capturing biblical truth 

in songs and hymns that will not only cause people to express their worship in church, but will 

build them up in their Christian lives. 
 

“I’ve been amazed by the response to this song,” says Townend. “We’ve had some 

incredible e-mails about how people have been helped by the song through incredibly difficult 

circumstances.” 
 

One e-mail described how a U.S soldier serving in Iraq would pray through each verse of 

the song every day, and how the promises of God’s protection and grace helped to sustain him 

through the enormous pressures and dangers of life in a war zone. 
 

“It seems like this song is timely,” Townend says. “We in the West have had our sense of 

safety and security brutally torn apart by recent world events, and it's caused many to re-

evaluate the foundations of their life. I feel that the song has helped to stir faith in many 

believers that God really is our protector; that our lives are in His unshakable hands.” 
 

What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled and striving cease 

My Comforter, my All-in-All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand… 

 

The uniqueness of Townend’s writing lies partly in its lyrical content. There is both a 

theological depth and poetic expression that some say is rare in today’s worship writing. And 

not surprisingly, it’s an emphasis that Townend and Getty both maintained within the 

composition of this song in particular. 
 

“I think content is vitally important to our corporate worship,” Townend shares. . . 

Knowing the truth about God and who we are in Him is central to our lives as believers. Songs 

remain in the mind in a way sermons do not, so songwriters have an important role and a 

huge responsibility.” 
No guilt in life, no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 
From life’s first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny… 
 

He continues, “The lyric [of this song] excites me because it places our hope, our 

assurance, our eternal destiny in the right place—on the solid foundation of Christ. I know in 

my own life I need reminding continually not to live by my feelings or my circumstances, but 

by the unchanging truth of the gospel.” 
 

Lyrics copyright 2001 Kingsway/Thankyou Music 
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