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F 
irst of all, I would like to thank Dave Polston, all the festival committee      

members, and the volunteers that made this year’s festival a success.  

Everyone worked so hard, and so many people offered to fill in for extra 

shifts knowing that we were a bit short on our volunteer number this 

year.  The bands were wonderful and the many attendees made a point of saying 

their heartfelt thanks for such a great time as they left the park. Great job every-

one!   If you weren’t able to make it to the festival this year, once you know the 

dates for next year, save them and don’t miss it!  See more about the festival in 

this issue. 

On another note, I have been so pleased with the attendees of the basic skills 

workshop so far this year.   I know you all are at different places in your musical 

journey.  Some of you are supporting us with great playing and helping to maintain our groove and 

stepping up to lead songs. Some of you are closer to the beginning of your journey and I see you all  

joining in and giving it your best to keep up with the chords whether you know the song or not. Bravo!     

I also see many of you singing along with the choruses, and I know there are lots of good voices out 

there.  So, I come to my main point of my message.  I would like to see more of you take the plunge and 

lead a song during our workshop.  I know it can be somewhat intimidating and scary to sing a lead in 

front of people.  I have been there myself.  I am basically a shy person by nature and have to work to 

overcome that every day.  But when it comes to singing, that is not the case anymore for me.  I’ll sing 

anywhere and in front of anybody.   But in the past, singing in front of a group of people was very     

intimidating.  A memory that sticks out for me from many years ago was a situation where I was at a 

company party.  They had a karaoke system there, and my coworkers were getting up and singing.  

Most sounded (let’s be truthful) awful!  (Alcohol may have been somewhat of a factor there.)  I was 

thinking that I could blow them all away, but I could not get my butt out of the chair; I was just frozen 

there in my seat and it was sooooo frustrating!                          President’s Letter continued on page 3 
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Message from the President, continued from page 1 

Not too long after that, I found a local music school that had group workshops and I slowly started to 

sing there.  I started with back-up, then I did a lead in front of a small group, and it grew to more and 

more songs and bigger and bigger audiences.  The bottom line is that I had to push myself a teeny bit 

past my comfort level each time.    

Our workshop group is inclusive, friendly, and welcoming.  We have all been or are presently in the 

same boat at the beginning of our musical journey.  Anyone taking the plunge will receive lots of     

support.   I and my fellow workshop leaders can always back you up.  If you want us to double your 

lead the first time, we will do that no problem.  You can stay in your chair and sing or come up front-- 

whatever you are most comfortable with.  We are here to support you!    

So come on take the plunge!   What’s the worst that could happen?!  

See you at workshop! 

Karen 
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Membership Renewal Reminder  

Hi Bluegrass Fans,  

In the last issue of Grass Clippings, I asked you to check the expiration date of your memberships and      

renew your membership if needed.  The Desert Bluegrass Association uses a common expiration date, and 

all expirations for the year occur at the end of February. Thanks to everyone who has already renewed.       

However, many have yet to renew.  So, take a minute and see if you still need to renew: 

 If you received your Grass Clippings electronically, then the e-mail will indicate your membership status.   

 If you received your Grass Clippings in the mail, we included a reminder note if you need to renew.   

You may renew either by mail or from our website.  To renew by mail, simply fill out the form in the     

newsletter, enclose a check made out to DBA, then mail it to the address listed.  If your information is     

current, you don’t even need to fill out the form - just include the mailing address with your payment.  

To renew from the website, go to www.desertbluegrass.org, scroll down to the “Join Today!” area, choose 

your membership length, then click the “Buy Now” button and follow the instructions.  Either way is simple 

and easy. 

Renew now to avoid any disruption in your DBA benefits.   

Thanks, 

      Mike Headrick 

      Membership Secretary  
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Report from the Marana Bluegrass Festival 
Submitted by Dave Polston 
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A 
fter a year off, we once again had our Marana Bluegrass Festival, held March 
11-13 at Gladden Farms Park.  The weather was cooperative with just some 

winds on Thursday and slight breezes during set-up on Friday morning.  We kicked 
the Friday events off with workshops held by the Hard Road Trio on Bass, Mando-
lin, and Vocals. Greg Morton, Dan Levenson, and Fred Frank added to the curricu-
lum with Guitar, Fiddle, and Banjo.  All participants expressed great satisfaction 
with the instructions they received.  We then had a Band Scramble.  Doing this for 
the first time was a bit nerve racking to see if we could fill the 2 hour time slot     
provided. Many workshop veterans stepped up and we were able to get four or five 
bands put together for the activity. Everyone had a great time getting up on stage, 

shaking off the nerves, and putting their chops out there for all to enjoy.  We then enjoyed a great concert 
provided by Kentucky Sky Bluegrass Band followed by several jams later on in the Campground. 
 
Saturday was a beautiful day and the crowd enjoyed the lineup for a full day of great bluegrass music!!! 
Rudy Mamula did a wonderful job of emceeing the day. Of course, the sound wizard Alvin Blaine made  
everyone sound great!!!  More jamming continued into the evening hours. Everything ran smoothly thanks  
to our festival committee going above and beyond to make sure we had a great festival. I would like to thank 
Dale Vickroy, Holly Tripp, Doug McMaster, Jennifer Johnson, Carole Wothe, Jim Wagner, Suzette        
Sommerer, Lou Courtney, and Eileen Farland for their devotion to make sure all went smoothly. I would  
especially like to thank Paul Deo for manning the campground and setting everyone up for a great week-
end.  And congratulations to Carole for winning the much-deserved Turquoise Award!  

Festival Report continued on page 7  
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Marana Bluegrass Festival Report, continued from page 5 
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I would also like to thank the volunteers who signed up for shifts 
to cover the many duties needed to put on a great festival.  Some 
were very generous and covered two or even three shifts to make 
sure everything was covered. (We need more of you to sign 
up!!!!!) 
 
On Sunday morning, we had a gospel open mic for the first two 
hours.  Again, this being the first time for this event, we were  
worried if we would be able to fill the time. Many signed up, and 
we even went over the allotted time to get everyone up on stage.  It was a great way to start our Sunday        
morning.   

The instrument raffle raised over $1200. Thank you to Instrumental Music, Bluegrass Heaven, the Folk Shop, 
Suzette Sommerer, and Hank Hasenpat for their donations for the raffle.  The silent auction went well with 
the majority of the baskets being bid on and raising more money for the festival. Thank you, Holly, for all 
your hard work on that.  The festival T-shirts were a hit (WE SOLD OUT); thank you to Terre Miller for the 
design work and to Arizona Cottons for the great print job on the Ts. 

The weekend was captured on film by David Van Gelder and Suzette Sommerer. Thank you both for your 
time to help us remember the great weekend. 

Thanks also go out to the Town of Marana for helping us the last five years getting this festival established 
and also for the services they provided. This was our first year of doing the festival with no financial          
assistance from the town. I would like to thank Holly and DeWayne Tripp, Hank Hasenpat, Paul Deo, Dennis 
and Margaret Fesenmyer, along with the Arizona Bluegrass Association for their financial donations to the        
festival. Thank you to Roadrunner Lock and Safe and Excel Mechanical for their sponsorships.  Thank you to 
the food and craft vendors who participated. 

Everyone I talked to had nothing but great comments about the festival, and thanks to all who came out and 
enjoyed our great bands and jam sessions in the campgrounds. 

Despite all the great fun and encouraging comments, we took a financial hit on this one. So I encourage all of 
you to make plans for next year’s festival (if the Board approves) and bring a couple of friends or neighbors 
along with you--our attendance was pretty low. You can also help with financial donations, like some of our 
above patrons have, to keep bluegrass alive and thriving in the southwest desert. See you next year (fingers 
crossed)! 

I encourage all of you to make 
plans for next year’s festival 

(if the Board approves) and bring a     
couple of friends or neighbors 
along with you-- our attendance 
was pretty low. You can also help 
with financial donations. 

Left:  Hard Road Trio 

Right: Kentucky Sky Blue-

grass 

See this issue for even more 

Festival photos! 
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Enchanting Music Camps  

By Marshall Vest & Suzette Sommerer  

Picture yourself tucked away in a beautiful lodge in the mountains with 
absolutely nothing to do except immerse yourself completely in the joys 
of friendship and music. That has been our experience of the Desert Night 
Acoustic Music Camps run by the Hard Road Trio, headliners at the    
recent Marana Festival. 

The camps are small and intimate, and there are several per year, each 
with a different focus. Those of you who attended the Trio’s Urban DNA 
Camp at Site 17 in January, 2020 will have had a taste of what the classes 

are like, but you have to travel to the Black Range Lodge in the Gila Wilderness of western New 
Mexico to get the full experience. 

Meals are communal, often boisterous, and delicious. The lodge is comfortable and welcoming, 
and owners Catherine Wanek and Gary Harvell and their staff are gracious and very friendly. 
Mornings typically begin with a combination of gentle stretching and vocal exercises to get every-
one in the mood. And there is always music in the air. 

April 28-May 1, 2022 will be DNA Music Song Camp, intended for singers and songwriters at all 
levels. Described as part retreat, part instruction, and part coaching, each of the instructors brings 
his or her perspective to help you find and express 
your own voice. I found last year’s camp with the trio 
(Chris Sanders, Steve Smith, and Anne Luna) plus 
Tom Adler to be inspiring, and I’m delighted to see 
that all four instructors will be back for this year’s 
song camp. The days are full of classes with song-
writing exercises and helpful discussions, with plenty 
of time for crafting your own work. Individual       
sessions with each of the instructors (sign up for as 
many as you’d like) can be a tremendous benefit in 
refining your work. 

DNA Music Summer Camp August 18-21 brings 
Wil Marin and Robert Bowlin for “more than a guitar camp.” Robert, a national guitar champion 
who has played with the likes of Bill Monroe, and Wil, a celebrated songwriter and guitarist, will 
join Steve and Chris for workshops in guitar technique, songwriting, ensemble coaching, and     
harmony singing. 

DNA Music Camp in the fall, October 6-9 this year, is popular because it includes intensive small-
group instruction in vocals, banjo, mandolin, guitar, fiddle, and bass. This year, the trio and Tim 
May will be back as well as the very fine Nashville fiddler Kathy Kuhn. Now is when the camp is 
being organized, so additional faculty announcements will be made on the website.  

 

Continued on next page   

Black Range Lodge, Kingston, NM 



The Hard Road Trio at Marana 

Anne Luna, Steve Smith,  

and Chris Sanders 

Enchanting Music Camps, continued from page 9 

 
This camp has significantly strengthened my fiddling technique and my jamming skills. As with the 
other camps, many return year after year, so it is quite the gathering of friends. As a first-timer, you 
are warmly welcomed in, and if you go a second time, you are greeted like family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The final camp of the year is Southwest Mandolin Camp, October 6-9, led by Steve Smith, joined 
by Tim May, Isaac Eicher, Marla Fibish, and KC Groves in various styles (including Irish) and with 
various instruments (mandolins, mandolas, octave mandolins…). Classes are graded by difficulty 
and include offerings for everyone from beginner to advanced. 

All of the DNA camps include a relaxing tea time with snacks in the late afternoon, some down-
time for hiking, napping, or more musical reflection, followed by a hearty dinner. Evenings are   
devoted to jamming, indoors and out depending on the weather. So if you’re feeling the need to  
replenish your musical energies, you’ll find more information at https://dnamusiccamp.com/.   

And here’s another camp at the historic Black Range Lodge - exclusively for banjo pickers! In 
mid-April, join an all-star faculty including Bill Evans, Kristin Scott Benson, Alan Munde, Pete 
Wernick, and Riley Bagus!  These world-class players and teachers will present bluegrass/three  
finger and old-time/clawhammer instruction, concerts, jamming, and social gatherings with ample 
time for one-on-one interaction. 

Last year’s online-only camp was attended by some 200 from around the world.  This year’s camp 
is in person and for all levels from high beginners to advanced players.  Choose from two separate 
weekends: April 14-17 and April 21-24, 2022. 

For more information, see https://www.nmbanjocamp.com/.  Sign up with Bill Evans at 
bill@billevansbanjo.com.  Camp size is limited and only a few spots are left as this is published. 

Camp director Bill Evans has taught at literally hundreds of camps all over the world and has      
directed over thirty of his own events in Tennessee, California and New Mexico. Bill has taught 
hundreds of one-on-one students over the last fifty years, and he puts this knowledge and              
experience to use in creating group events that are accessible and fun and value the unique learning 
styles and  individuality of each student.  Bill has presented numerous workshops and concerts here 
in Tucson over the years. 

Continued on next page   
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Enchanting Music Camps, continued from page 10 

 
Kristin Scott Benson is a five-time International Bluegrass Music Association’s Banjo Player of 
the Year and recipient of the 2018 Steve Martin Prize for Excellence in Banjo and Bluegrass. Since 
2008, she has been a member of The Grascals, a Grammy-nominated and two-time IBMA Enter-
tainers of the Year-winning band. Kristin is known as one of the best banjo teachers in the world, 
with extensive knowledge of the banjo styles of Earl Scruggs, Sonny Osborne, J. D. Crowe, and 
other bluegrass banjo greats. She has taught at Bela Fleck’s Blue Ridge Banjo Camp and the Banjo 
Summit, among many other events.  

Pete Wernick (“Dr. Banjo”) has been described by Bluegrass Unlimited as “among the most     
creative and just plain fun musicians in 
(blue, new, jazz) grass.” Originally from 
New York City, he’s most famously associ-
ated with Colorado’s legendary Hot Rize 
bluegrass band, which he organized in 
1978. Pete is known as a mentor to       
thousands with his music camps, best-
selling books and videos, and from 1986 to 
2001, serving as President of the Interna-
tional Bluegrass Music Association. He has 
hosted over 200 banjo and jam camps.  

Alan Munde is a bluegrass banjo legend – 
easily among the most influential players of 
all time as well as being one of the world’s 

most accomplished and prolific teachers. Alan taught in the Bluegrass Music Program at South 
Plains College in Levelland, Texas from 1986 to 2006 and since that time, he has become a main-
stay of the international banjo camp scene, including Camp Bluegrass as camp director. He has 
published many instructional books for Mel Bay and instructional DVDs. 

Riley Bagus has played with numerous old-time string bands, including The Red Hots and the Old 
Hollow Stringband and has recorded on his own for Rounder and Sugar Hill records. He teaches 
old-time/clawhammer at this camp. 

The Black Range Lodge is in Kingston New Mexico and only a 4 hour 20 min drive from Tucson.  
Choose one or more of these highly-rated camps, and take your music to the next level! 
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It’s time to get ready for . . . 

Camp Bluegrass is back for 2022! 
July 17 – 22, 2022 

 

Camp Bluegrass 2022 is six-day residential camp which attracts bluegrass musicians from 

across the nation and around the world. This year will be our 36
th
 year to provide world class       

instruction on guitar, banjo, mandolin, bass, vocal, songwriting, dobro, and fiddle. Emphasis   

is placed on perfecting individual skills and addressing individual musical concerns. The camp will 

also offer songwriting classes, special sound reinforcement workshops, and traditional slow jam 

sessions, and our special focus will be on Women in Bluegrass. 

Camp Bluegrass is located on the beautiful campus of South Plains College in Levelland, Texas.  

Classes are conducted in the Commercial Music building with nightly faculty performances in the 

Tom T. Hall Production Studio. Campers stay in new residence halls on campus, local hotels, or 

conveniently located RV sites with food service provided in the SPC Food Service. Lubbock Interna-

tional Airport is the nearest airport and is     

serviced by Southwest, United and American 

airlines. 

For more information, call Kasey Reyes,     

administrative assistant to the Dean of       

Continuing Education and Workforce          

Development, at (806) 716-2341 or visit      

the web site Camp Bluegrass 

(https://campbluegrass.com/). 

Thank you for your interest in attending Camp  

Bluegrass!  

Paula Carr & Alan Munde 



The 2022 Marana Bluegrass Festival in Pictures 
Photo Credits:  Suzette Sommerer & Dave Van Gelder 

Friday Band Scrambles:   

Flying high at 

the Festival! 

Rock painting 

in the Kid 

Zone 
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Festival Bands  and Turquoise Award 

Top left: Cisco & the Racecars.  Top right: Dan  

Levenson & the Cat Mountain Rounders. Bottom 

left: Canyon Currents. Bottom right:  Jam Pak. 

Carole Wothe receives DBA’s Turquoise Award Lex Browning (left) and Peter McLaughlin (right) 



Welcome to Our New & Returning Members 

Eric Blauman & Karen Bomm  

Donalyn Bussear Vallejo, CA 

Steve (Slim) Edelman Tucson 

Glen Gordon Tucson 

Randy Hackworth Pocatello, ID 

Larry Kraus Tucson 

Bonnie Montgomery Vail 

Dan Olson Tucson 

Leon Prewitt Defiance, MO 

Marian Smith Chino Valley 

Bob Thomas Sacramento, CA 

Trisha & John Tubbs Green Valley 

The Greg Morton Band 

Merle Brown (Fresh Apples) 

Peter Rolland (Fresh Apples) 

Sunday Gospel  Open Mic 

Sunday Gospel  Open Mic Romen Buffalo 

More Festival Bands  and Sunday’s 

Gospel Open Mic  
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A few more good shots! 

Ocotillo Rain 

Karen, Jennifer, Louise, and Suzette 
Jam Pak 

The following photos were contributed by Carole Wothe 

Don Lundy, Jerry Wothe, Andy Wallach, Jim Wagner 

during the Sunday Gospel Open Mic  



In Memoriam 

Edward Lewis “Spike” Wolfensberger 

(January 6, 1933 - February 2, 2022) 
 

Spike was born in Laramie Wyoming.  He learned to 

play the banjo in the 1970s when his wife, Ann, took 

up guitar. Impressed with her teacher’s banjo, he 

made a copy for himself, carving the ornate neck 

base and making beautiful inlays for the frets. He 

ended up doing similar inlay work for the guitar 

shop where Ann took lessons.  During a business 

trip visit to the Smithsonian, he became fascinated 

with an all-wooden banjo. He carved his own model 

and enjoyed showing it at folk song gatherings. He 

played banjo well enough to win several awards at 

the Topanga California Banjo and Fiddle Con-

tests.  He often brought the all-wood banjo to the 

Monday workshop where some of us had a chance 

to play it.  He also made violins and had many words of advice for the care and keeping of violins.   

After they moved to Tucson, he and Ann played banjo and piano at their church each Sunday. When the 

pandemic closed off much of this life, and after several falls, his daughter Lynn and her husband Steve 

brought Spike to San Diego, where he lived with them before moving to an assisted living facility. His 

daughters made sure he knew before he left how much he was valued and loved by friends and family alike, 

and how beautifully he had completed all of his earthly jobs. 
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Workshop Updates 

Year One, Session 4 and 5 songs for the basic bluegrass group have been emailed out to everyone 
on the list.  Didn’t receive your email?  Contact Carole at cawothe@cox.net.  Once received, please 
print them out and bring them to the workshop.  There will be a few copies available for sale at the 
workshop, payable to the rent jar.  Please bring small bills as rummaging through the rent donations is 
not okay! 

Your opinion is sought:  Generally the workshop rests for the summer, after Memorial Day, but we 
are considering making it an indoor jam.  Let us know what you think. 

April changes:   

• On April 4th, we will meet in St. Francis’s Celebration Room at the far end of the property.  
Go straight ahead as you enter, no right turn.  There's plenty of parking at that end of the 
parking lot. 

• On April 11th, there will be no workshops due to the refurbishing of the floors.  We hope all 
work will be completed in time for the April 18th workshops. 

Be sure to check the online DBA calendar for last-minute changes and updates! 



DBA Calendar for Jams & Workshops

For the most current information and last-minute schedule changes to the DBA’s jams and 

workshops (especially Monday workshops), check the online calendar at: https://calendar.google.com/

calendar/u/0/embed?src=nqkrtso1l4nrj6glt1uth4ifl4@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Phoenix.  

General Info 

SUNDAYS 

MONDAYS 

TUESDAYS 

First and third Sundays:  Jam @ Udall Park, April: 2-4 pm; May: 7-9 pm 

Second Sunday: Jam @ Christopher Columbus Park, April 2-4pm: May 7-9 pm  

Fourth Sunday:  Jam @ Thirsty’s Neighborhood Bar & Grill, 4-6 pm 

Weekly, St. Francis in the Foothills, 6:30-8:30 pm. See next page for additional 

information. Questions can also be directed to the workshop coordinator at 

DBAmondayworkshop@gmail.com.  

Note:  The Far Horizons Jam has ended for the season.  A jam will be re-

convened starting in November 2022.  Check the DBA calendar in the fall. 

Also, Tuesday workshops are discontinued until further notice (formerly held 

in Marana’s Ora Mae Harn Park) 

THURSDAYS Third Thursdays:  Jam @ Trail Dust Town, April: 2-4 pm; May: 7-9 pm 

Locations 

• Christopher Columbus Park. 4600 N. Silverbell Rd., Tucson, AZ 85745. Check Ramadas 5, 4, 3,

2, & 1.

• Pinnacle Peak.  See Trail Dust Town (our jam is affiliated with Trail Dust Town, not Pinnacle

Peak).

• St. Francis in the Foothills United Methodist Church. 4625 E River Rd, Tucson, AZ 85718.

Turn right as you enter the property from River Road to find the Community Room.  See signs.

• Thirsty’s Neighborhood Bar & Grill. 2422 N. Pantano Rd, Tucson, AZ 85715.

• Trail Dust Town. 6541 E Tanque Verde Rd, Tucson, AZ 85715. Meet by the gazebo at Trail Dust

Town.

• Udall Park, Morris K. Udall Regional Park, 7200 E. Tanque Verde Rd., Tucson, AZ 85715.

See the next page for the DBA’s day-by-day calendar of jams and workshops 

 and check the online calendar for last-minute changes! 
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April 2022 
Day Date Time Event & Location Contact 
 

Sunday April 3 2 – 4 pm Jam @ Udall Park Mike (520) 403-0168 

Monday April 4 6:30 – 8:30 pm Workshop, St. Francis (Celebration Rm) Carole (520) 760-0993 

Sunday April 10 2 – 4 pm Jam @ Christopher Columbus Bob at (775)747-1214  

    bobr@russman.com  

Monday April 11 n/a NO WORKSHOP Carole (520) 760-0993 

Sunday April 17 2 – 4 pm Jam @ Udall Park Mike (520) 403-0168 

Monday April 18 6:30 – 8:30 pm Workshop, St. Francis Carole (520) 760-0993 

Thursday April 21 2 – 4 pm Jam @ Trail Dust Town Bonnie (520) 349-4812  

Sunday April 24 4 – 6 pm Jam @ Thirsty’s Bonnie (520) 349-4812  

Monday April 25 6:30 – 8:30 pm Workshop, St. Francis Carole (520) 760-0993 

 

May 2022  
Day Date Time Event & Location Contact 
 

Sunday May 1 7 – 9 pm Jam @ Udall Park Mike (520) 403-0168 

Monday May 2 6:30 – 8:30 pm Workshop @ St. Francis Carole (520) 760-0993 

Sunday May 8 7 – 9 pm Jam @ Christopher Columbus Bob at (775)747-1214 

    bobr@russman.com  

Monday May 9 6:30 – 8:30 pm Workshop @ St. Francis Carole (520) 760-0993 

Sunday May 15 7 – 9 pm Jam @ Udall Park Mike (520) 403-0168 

Monday May 16 6:30 – 8:30 pm Workshop @ St. Francis Carole (520) 760-0993 

Thursday May 19 7 – 9 pm Jam @ Trail Dust Town Bonnie (520) 349-4812  

Sunday May 22 4 – 6 pm Jam @ Thirsty’s Bonnie (520) 349-4812 

Monday May 23 6:30 – 8:30 pm Workshop @ St. Francis Carole (520) 760-0993 

Monday May 30 n/a NO WORKSHOP Carole (520) 760-0993 

DBA Calendar, continued   
Workshop Notes:  Proof of Covid vaccination required.  Bring your own music stand and  

copies of workshop books.  Session songbooks may be printed from the DBA website at: 

https://desertbluegrass.org/workshops/.  There are no Tuesday workshops. 
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BANDS 
Brush Arbor Revival 

Peggy Craig 928-713-3616 

bluegrassdove21@gmail.com 

or Jerry Smelker 269-209-0139 

jerrysmelker@gmail.com 
brusharborrevival.net 

Cabin John Bluegrass 
Bookings: Anni Beach 480-963-6811 

annibeach1@gmail.com  

Web: Howard Anderson 480-897-7425 

handy31@mindspring.com 

www.cabinjohnbluegrass.com  

Copper Ray 

Bob Russman 775-747-1214 

bob@copperrayband.com 
copperrayband.com 

Dan Levenson and The Cat    

Mountain Rounders  
Dan Levenson 412-551-0933  

clawdan1@gmail.com  

www.ClawDan.com  

Dust Devils 

Rudy Mamula 520-977-5543 

tucsonrudy@msn.com 

Dusty River Bluegrass Band 
Rich Errico  520-818-0358 

Rerrico1@q.com 

www.facebook.com/DustyRiverBand/ 

 

Fahrenheit 452 
Bob Frankot 520-299-7479 

robertfrankot@msn.com 

High Lonesome 
John McCann 517-212-3100 

423-430-4543 
office@highlonesomebluegrassband.com 

highlonesomebluegrassband.com 

Jam Pak Blues 'N' Grass  

    Neighborhood Band  
Anni Beach 480-963-6811 

annibeach1@gmail.com 

www.jampak.org 

James Reams & The Barnstormers 

718-374-1086 

james@jamesreams.com 

Kentucky Sky Bluegrass 

Randy Hackworth 208-251-0575 

Linda Lou & The Desert Drifters 
Linda Lou 520-444-9897 

Facebook.com/desertdrifters 

Lost Hombres 
Slim Edelman 520-444-2522 

s.edelman@icloud.com 

Joe Reighley 520-229-4123 

reighlej@cox.net 

MojoGrass 
Daniel Stolte 520-369-7524 

mojograssaz@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/mojograss 

Ocotillo Rain 
Booking: Holly Tripp 520-241-8421 

ocotillorain.com 

 

Old Pueblo Bluegrass Band 
Reid Griffin  520-349-4321 

manzanitabluegrass@dakotacom.net 

www.facebook.com/theoldpuebloblue

grassband/ 

Peter McLaughlin 
520-247-1027 

http://www.petermclaughlin.info/ 

Romen Buffalo and the Loyal Order 
Scott Lewis 602-265-9887 

romenbuffalo.com 

Scattered Grass 
Bob Frankot   520-299-7479  

robertfrankot@msn.com 

www.scatteredgrass.com 

The Sonoran Dogs 
Peter McLaughlin   520-247-1027 

Brian Davies   520-349-9497 

www.thesonorandogs.com 

The Speedway Brothers Band   
Thom Gelineau  

thardwater@yahoo.com 

www.facebook.com/TheSpeedwayBrot

hersBand 

Titan Valley Warheads 
Ed Davenport   520-904-6050 

www.facebook.com/The-Titan-Valley-

Warheads-161939573828277/ 

Way Out West 
Emmy Creigh   520-323-0704 
www.bluebhikku.com/WayOutWest.htm 

TO INSTRUCTORS & BANDS  

Would you like your services, band, and/or concerts listed on our website, at 

www.desertbluegrass.org ?  Current DBA members can be listed by sending their contact 

information to Dale Lynne Vickroy at DesertBluegrassWebmaster@gmail.com.  Refer to the 

“Links” tab on the homepage to view current band and instructor information.  We have 

added a second calendar to the website for other (non-DBA sponsored) concerts and 

events.  If you are a member of a band, and have a gig scheduled that you would like 

added to that calendar, send me the date, time, address and band contact info. You may also include 

a link to your band's website or to a special event flyer.  
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Learn to play and come to the DBA  
workshops and jams! 



Dan Levenson  

Old Time fiddle, old-time guitar, 

and clawhammer banjo 

Clawdan1@gmail.com 

412-551-0933  

www.Clawdan.com 

Andy McCune 

Bluegrass & clawhammer banjo, mandolin, guitar,    

dobro, & bass 

520-869-6818 

Peter McLaughlin 

Flatpick & bluegrass guitar: Beginner & advanced    

520-247-1027 

 

 

 

 

Dave Polston 

Banjo, guitar, and dobro lessons  

520-245-6126 

Mike Purdy 

Guitar, mandolin, and banjo  

520-977-9780 

Marc Rennard 

Fiddle, mandolin, and guitar 

314-313-0318 

cramdranner@yahoo.com 

Expert repairs – Violin, Viola, Cello, Bass, Fretted         

Instruments – and Bow Rehair 

 

 
 

INSTRUCTION 

Attendees at a DBA Monday Workshop make sweet harmony! 
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GREAT WEBSITES 

Desert Bluegrass Association 

www.desertbluegrass.org 

Arizona Bluegrass Association 

www.arizonabluegrass.com 

Bluegrass Arizona Blog 

www.bluegrassarizona.blogspot.com 

Bluegrass Backing Tracks (Free) 

www.fbbts.com/ 

Bluegrass Lyrics 

bluegrasslyrics.com/ 

Bluegrass Tablature 

www.alltabs.com/bluegrass_tabs.php 

 

 

 

Daily Dose of Bluegrass 

www.bluegrassonthetube.com 

Banjo: 

www.banjohangout.org 

Bass: 

www.bluegrassbassplace.com  

Dobro: 

www.reso-nation.org 

www.resohangout.com 

Fiddle:  

www.fiddlehangout.com  

Guitar: 

www.bluegrassguitar.com/ 

Mandolin: 

www.mandohangout.com/ 

www.mandolincafe.com/ 

CLASSIFIEDS 

El Rio Violino   Repair of violin-family instruments, bow rehairing, violins 

for sale. Call Marc Rennard, 314 313-0318  (located on west side of Tucson).  
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Southern AZ Old Time Fiddlers 

Association  

Unitarian Universalist Church 

4831 E 22nd St, Tucson 

Tuesday 6:30—8:30pm 

Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 

 

 

 

ORCA Bluegrass Jam 

700 E Kingston St, Tucson 

$2.00/per person 

First Wed. of the month 

September through April  

(except Holidays), 7-9pm 

Info: Shay Cardell 520-357-6432 

sierra1@desertsky.us 

 

Casa Grande Airport Jam  

1st  & 3rd Saturday, 12:00 pm.  

Casa Grande Municipal Air-

port, 3225 N Lear Ave. Casa 

Grande Az.  Acoustic stringed 

instruments only, NO Amps, 

Bluegrass songs preferred.  

Contact Steve Hartwell  

steve@arizonabluegrass.com 

JAMS & OPEN MICS 
Some DBA jams are now up and running!   

See the details earlier in this issue and check the online DBA calendar.  

Below is the previous list of other, related jams.   

Check local contacts for current and future scheduling. 

ASSOCIATIONS 

Arizona Bluegrass Association 

P.O. Box 42406 

Phoenix, AZ  85080-2406 

Mark Jurich, Chairman 

markj@arizonabluegrass.com  

218-390-7342 

www.arizonabluegrass.com 

International Bluegrass Music 

Association 

4206 Gallatin Pk. 

Nashville, TN 37216  

Phone 615-256-3222 | Toll Free 1-888-438-4262  

Email info@ibma.org  | www.ibma.org 

Hall of Fame Bluegrass Music & Museum 

311 West Second St. 

Owensboro, KY 42301 

270-926-7891 

888-MY BANJO (toll-free) 
 

Arizona Old Time Fiddlers Association 

www.arizonaoldtimefiddlers.org/index.html 

Arizona Old Time Fiddlers Association, Southern 

Arizona Chapter 

3020 W. Avenida Cresta 

Tucson, AZ 85745 

Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 

Southwest Old Time String Band Association 

wotgathering.com/  

Tucson Friends of Traditional Music 

www.facebook.com/Tucson-Friends-of-

Traditional-Music-91279619523/ 

tucsoncontradancers.org/ 

Tucson Kitchen Musicians Association 

www.tucsonfolkfest.org/ 

www.facebook.com/TucsonFolkFest/ 
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Desert Bluegrass Association 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

www.DesertBluegrass.org 

April 2022 — May 2022     

Membership dues for the Desert Bluegrass Association are $20 annually per family and are due 

March 1st.  Members joining after September 1 of any year will have their memberships extended 

through the next year.  Those joining before September 1 must renew the following March 1st. 

FIRST NAME: _________________________________  LAST NAME ____________________________________ 

STREET ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: ___________________________________________________    STATE: __________       ZIP: __________ 

HOME PHONE:  _______________________________ CELL PHONE:  __________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to be included in the Membership Directory? (Check one)            __ YES                __ NO 

What instruments do you play?        __ BANJO      __ BASS       __FIDDLE     __GUITAR     __MANDOLIN 

__RESONATOR GUITAR        __ OTHER __________________________________________________________  

Complete this form then mail it, along with your personal check or money order payable to Desert 

Bluegrass Association to: 

Mike Headrick (DBA Membership Secretary) 

13308 E Placita el Algodon 

Tucson, AZ 85749 




