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Campout continued on page 7.  NEW FEATURE: Fiddler’s Corner, page 3 (tip:  it’s not 

just for fiddlers!).  Workshop update, page 6.  New members, page 6. Classifieds, page 12. 

large mesquite trees, along with half a dozen canopies, to create several shaded jam areas so that we 

could spread out and have multiple socially-distanced jams. 

We kicked the campout off with a jam on Friday at 3 p.m. After dinner, we played until  9 p.m. (park 

mandated quiet hours).  Saturday we had jams at 10 a.m., 1 p.m., and 5 p.m.  Last year, after hearing 

jammers playing, the park requested a 1-hour performance,  which we did this year on Saturday at a 

ramada on the beach.  Six members representing the DBA performed. Maria McArthur, Jerry Taylor, 

David Lanham, Johnny Lange, and Dale Vickroy joined me for the concert, which was enjoyed by jam-

mers, park employees and people playing on the beach and in the water.         More campout on page 7 

O ur 2nd annual Patagonia campout, held the first weekend in October, was a 

great success.  We had over 20 RVs, several tent campers, and ten Saturday 

visitors.  Last year (2019), campsites were all around the large grass area we     

reserved for our jam.  For 2020, we expanded to include all the surrounding areas 

and included tent sites by the water.  This enabled us to use the shade of several  
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Newsletter Editor:  Cathy Larson. For information concerning letters to the editor, sending in 

reviews, contributing newsletter articles, or submitting Concert & Band Listing information for the 

newsletter, please send email to cathy_2545@yahoo.com, or call or text to (520) 342-9471. 

Webmaster:  Dale Lynne Vickroy.  See the DBA website at www.desertbluegrass.org. For 
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DesertBluegrassWebmaster@gmail.com. 
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President: Dave Polston (520) 245-6126 davepolston@yahoo.com 

Vice President: Jim Wagner (520) 407-6572 jimcriswagner@comcast.net 

Secretary:  Mike Headrick (520) 760-0745 mbheadrick@aol.com 

Treasurer:  Louise Courtney (520) 904-9557 desert. bluegrass.treasurer@gmail.com 

TRUSTEES 
Dave Lanham (520) 401-8222 david.lanham@cox.net 

Bonnie Lohman (520) 349-4812 basslady78@comcast.net 

Dale Lynne Vickroy (520) 664-0340 DesertBluegrassWebmaster@gmail.com 

Scott Warren (520) 419-7556 scott@roadrunnerlock.com  

Carole Wothe (520) 760-0993 cawothe@cox.net 

Jerry Wothe (520) 760-0993 bamondayworkshop@gmail.com  
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 Fiddler’s Corner 

 Online Music Workshops 
 

 By Suzette Sommerer  

Greetings fellow musicians and music fans! Welcome to Fiddler’s Corner, a soon-to-be 

regular newsletter feature with random musings on whatever bluegrass-related topics 
catch this fiddler’s fancy. 

I recently discovered the joys of online music workshops.  Advantages over in-person 
include zero exposure to biological viruses (can’t speak to computer viruses), reduced 
cost, playing without being heard (an advantage only for the self-conscious), and taking 
classes ridiculously above your skill level or playing along with breakneck speed jams 
just to see what they’re like – very motivational! Some events are preserved online for a 
while, so you can re-watch or catch sessions you missed. Most online camps and work-
shops use live-streaming or Zoom, with some sessions in master class format with a few 
volunteers playing and getting critiqued. 

In early November, I attended a festival called Fiddle Hell, for singers, 
fiddlers, cellists,  and mandolin, guitar, and banjo players.  Normally 
held in Westford, MA, this year it was online and therefore global.    
Running from 7 am to 9 pm our time on each of four days, there were 
160 workshops, 35 concerts, and 34 jams in styles ranging from Blue-
grass to Irish to Klezmer to Québécois and beyond, perfect for folks 
like me with eclectic tastes. Many of the sessions were not instrument-specific (e.g., 
“Find Your Practice Path – Embrace the River of Suck” and “Musical Ideas for the Curi-
ous and Adventurous Fiddle Hellion”), and jams and concerts were fun for all. There 
were some big names among the teachers and performers, but also many less well-
known who were clearly just as passionate about their music and committed to excellent 
teaching. The organization of this complex event was impressive, with a smoothly inte-
grated event platform that had interactive agendas, handouts, breakout sessions and meet
-ups, live-streamed concerts, and classes and jams via Zoom that allowed for interaction 
with the instructors. The workshop ran extremely smoothly; the very few technical 
glitches that cropped up were quickly handled. The whole event was a great experience! 
With so much packed into so little time, I will be making extensive use of the online   
recordings. 

Continued on page 5  
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https://fiddlehell.org/
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Fiddler’s Corner 
Continued from page 3 

 

Lou Courtney just spent a thoroughly enjoyable and educational afternoon 
at the 9th Annual California Banjo Extravaganza Banjo Mini-Camp. Bill 
Evans, whom many of you know, taught Scruggs-style forward rolls for   
soloing and backup. Alison de Groot led a session on old time/clawhammer 
banjo, and Catherine (BB) Bowness provided enough tips and drills on 3-
finger/bluegrass style technique to keep Lou going for at least a year. The 
camp ended with an open-ended Q&A session and an amazing finale con-
cert featuring each of the three teachers plus the Hard Road Trio with Bill. 
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Dave Polston took our own DBA Monday Night Workshop online via Zoom for the first 
time in mid-November. We had 27 musicians and assorted family members at various times, 
with some folks coming and going as it suited them – another benefit of online. A few folks, 
including Dave, had some internet issues that caused intermittent freezing and timing irreg-
ularities, but for many of us, the pleasure of   
seeing everyone and sort of playing together far 
outweighed the difficulties. Plus, I really loved 
stomping all over everyone else’s breaks and 
playing countermelodies to the singer, some-
thing that’s not generally encouraged during 
our     regular workshops. We received a lot of 
enthusiastic feedback, and will continue the 
online sessions for now. The grand finale of everyone unmuting for the final chorus of “Will 
the Circle Be Unbroken?” was one of those wonderfully chaotic moments that somehow 
captures the resilience of our treasured traditions.  Online workshops are not an option for 
everyone, particularly if your internet bandwidth is not up to the challenge. There are also 
the inevitable lag times imposed by physics and the implementation of networks that make 
it impossible for us to play as a group, as well as sound quality and lighting challenges that 
detract from the sheer beauty of live music. But, if you have the connectivity and the tem-
perament to put up with the drawbacks, you just might want to explore the wonderful world
-wide web of bluegrass workshops. 

Bill Evans 

For upcoming online workshop meeting info, see page 6.  See also the handy hints 

emailed by Carole to everyone on the DBA Monday Night Workshop list.  The list includes 

info about lighting and positioning, when to mute (almost always) and when to unmute 

(when it’s your turn), how to change your screen display, what to do if you get dropped, 

and many other insightful tips for the best possible online sesh! 
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https://www.thefreight.org/e/the-9th-annual-california-banjo-extravaganza-banjo-mini-camp-126888195007/


Monday Night Workshop  

* Contributed by Carole Wothe * 

The construction at Christ Community Church is complete, but due to the spike in 

COVID in our area, we will delay the beginning of the workshop there.  We are hoping 

that early in 2021, we will be safe in beginning the Monday workshop as it once was. 

In the meantime, there is a Zoom Monday workshop for those who want to work on 

the Year 1, Session 1 songs.  Zoom does not allow everyone to play at one time, so 

only one person can be heard and play.  It's not perfect as sometimes the audio 

stalls, and rhythm is lost.  We play along with our mics muted as best we can. 

If you want information on the Zoom workshop, contact Carole at: 

dbamondaynight@gmail.com 

The good news is that music lives on!  Small groups have gathered to play, sometimes 

outdoors.  The Tuesday workshop is continuing, too.  Please consider yourself one 

who can organize such a group.  It's possible to appropriately space, wear a mask or 

face shield, and play outdoors. 

Everyone be safe; a vaccine is on the way. 
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Welcome to New & Returning Members! 

Archie Breeden  Tucson 

Laurel Lacher  Tucson 

Marc Rennard  Tucson 

mailto:dbamondaynight@gmail.com


Fall Campout 
Continued from Page 1 

After the concert, multiple jams ended another fun day at the campout.  Sunday morning we had a 

gospel jam, after which many people packed up and left.  A few diehards played all Sunday and 

stayed Sunday night.     

It was great to see and play with people after months of isolation.  Two weeks out, we were happy to 

report that no one developed COVID.  We are now planning for 2021. Most of the 2020 campers have 

already reserved their campsites, and we purchased the rest of the sites around the circle where we 

jam.  We have five sites which are currently available for purchase from Dale (520-664-0340) on a first

-come, first-served basis until sold out. Sites elsewhere in the campground are going fast, so if you 

want to book a site directly from the park, you'll need to do it right away. Please don't wait until next 

year; we had a waiting list of six people last September and were not able to find last minute sites to 

accommodate all of them. 

The Campout is always a great time! 

~Don’t wait!  Make your reservations now for Oct. 1-3, 2021~  
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More campout on page 8! 
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Fall Campout 
Continued from Page 7 

More campout on page 9! 
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Performance for the park 

Fall Campout 
Continued from Page 8 

https://www.chicagomusicstore.com/


Where’s the  

calendar??    
 

Click here to   

look online!! 

That nasty virus is still going around!!  
Owing to public health concerns regarding the 
coronavirus outbreak, all DBA-sponsored jams 
are still cancelled.  The workshop situation 
continues to be fluid, so check the DBA web-

site calendar for the latest info. 

And in the mean time, wash your hands, stay 

at home, but mostly—keep pickin’! 

DBA Calendar 
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https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=nqkrtso1l4nrj6glt1uth4ifl4%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Phoenix
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BANDS 

The 2 Lazy 2 Ranch Band 
John Hall   520-647-1234 

www.2lazy2ranchband.com 

Cabin John 
Bookings: Anni Beach 480-963-6811 

avcbeach@aol.com 

Web: Howard Anderson 480-897-7425 

handy31@mindspring.com 

www.cabinjohnbluegrass.com  

Dan Levenson and The Cat    

Mountain Rounders  
Dan Levenson 412-551-0933  

clawdan1@gmail.com  

www.ClawDan.com  

Dusty River Bluegrass Band 
Rich Errico  520-818-0358 

Rerrico1@q.com 

www.facebook.com/DustyRiverBand/ 

High Lonesome 
John McCann 517-212-3100 

423-430-4543 
office@highlonesomebluegrassband.com 

highlonesomebluegrassband.com 

Jam Pak Blues 'N' Grass  

    Neighborhood Band  
Anni Beach 480-963-6811 

www.jampak.com  

Linda Lou & The Desert Drifters 
Linda Lou 520-444-9897 

Facebook.com/desertdrifters 

Lost Hombres 
Slim Edelman 520-444-2522 

S.edelman@icloud.com 

Joe Reighley 520-229-4123 

reighlej@cox.net 

MojoGrass 
Daniel Stolte 520-369-7524 

mojograssaz@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/mojograss 

Ocotillo Rain and Thunder 
Booking: Holly Tripp 520-241-8421 

ocotillorain.com 

Old Pueblo Bluegrass Band 
Reid Griffin  520-349-4321 

manzanitabluegrass@dakotacom.net 

www.facebook.com/theoldpuebloblue

grassband/ 

Peter McLaughlin 
520-247-1027 

http://www.petermclaughlin.info/ 

Romen Buffalo and the Loyal Order 
Scott Lewis 602-265-9887 

romenbuffalo.com 

Scattered Grass 
Bob Frankot   520-299-7479  

robertfrankot@msn.com 

www.scatteredgrass.com 

The Sonoran Dogs 
Peter McLaughlin   520-247-1027 

Brian Davies   520-349-9497 

www.thesonorandogs.com 

The Speedway Brothers Band   
Thom Gelineau  

thardwater@yahoo.com 

www.facebook.com/TheSpeedwayBrot

hersBand 

Titan Valley Warheads 
Ed Davenport   520-904-6050 

www.facebook.com/The-Titan-Valley-

Warheads-161939573828277/ 

Way Out West 
Emmy Creigh   520-323-0704 
www.bluebhikku.com/WayOutWest.htm 
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GREAT WEBSITES 

Desert Bluegrass Association 

www.desertbluegrass.org 

Arizona Bluegrass Association 

www.arizonabluegrass.com 

Bluegrass Arizona Blog 

www.bluegrassarizona.blogspot.com 

Bluegrass Backing Tracks (Free) 

www.fbbts.com/ 

Bluegrass Lyrics 

bluegrasslyrics.com/ 

Bluegrass Tablature 

www.alltabs.com/bluegrass_tabs.php 

Daily Dose of Bluegrass 

www.bluegrassonthetube.com 

 

Banjo: 

www.banjohangout.org 

Bass: 

www.bluegrassbassplace.com  

Dobro: 

www.reso-nation.org 

www.resohangout.com 

Fiddle:  

www.fiddlehangout.com  

Guitar: 

www.bluegrassguitar.com/ 

Mandolin: 

www.mandohangout.com/ 

www.mandolincafe.com/ 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 

El Rio Violino!  Large inventory of older, restored violins from 1200 to12,000. Current featured 

instruments: 1939 Kay M1-W 3/4 Bass fiddle--4500; 1960 Martin D-21, excellent condition--6000.  

Several fine 19th century American violins from 3000 to 6000.  

Inquire at Marc Rennard, 314 313-0318 or cramdranner@yahoo.com  

PAGE 12 GRASS CLIPPINGS  

http://www.desertbluegrass.org
http://www.arizonabluegrass.com
http://www.bluegrassarizona.blogspot.com
http://www.fbbts.com/
http://bluegrasslyrics.com/
http://www.alltabs.com/bluegrass_tabs.php
http://www.bluegrassonthetube.com
http://www.banjohangout.org
http://www.bluegrassbassplace.com
http://www.reso-nation.org
http://www.resohangout.com
http://www.fiddlehangout.com
http://www.bluegrassguitar.com/
http://www.mandohangout.com/
http://www.mandolincafe.com/


 

Reid Griffin 

Guitar Instruction All levels and styles 

(520) 349-4321 

Nate Lee 

Live Online mandolin & 

fiddle lessons 

469-383-4840 

www.TheNateLee.com  

Dan Levenson  

Old Time fiddle, old-time guitar, 

and clawhammer banjo 

Clawdan1@gmail.com 

412-551-0933  

www.Clawdan.com 

 

 

Peter McLaughlin 

Flatpick & bluegrass guitar: Beginner 

& advanced  520-247-1027 

Dave Polston 

Banjo, guitar, and dobro lessons  

520-245-6126 

Mike Purdy 

Guitar, mandolin, and banjo  

520-977-9780 

Marc Rennard 

Fiddle, mandolin, and guitar 

314-313-0318 

cramdranner@yahoo.com 

Expert repairs – Violin, Viola, Cello, 

Bass, Fretted Instruments 

Bow Rehair 

INSTRUCTION 

Learn to play and come to the DBA workshops 
& jams! (See more info in this issue!) 
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Southern AZ Old Time Fiddlers 

Association  

Unitarian Universalist Church 

4831 E 22nd St, Tucson 

Tuesday 6:30—8:30pm 

Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 

 

 

 

ORCA Bluegrass Jam 

700 E Kingston St, Tucson 

$2.00/per person 

First Wed. of the month 

September through April  

(except Holidays), 7-9pm 

Info: Shay Cardell 520-357-6432 

sierra1@desertsky.us 

 

Casa Grande Airport Jam  

1st  & 3rd Saturday, 12:00 pm.  

Casa Grande Municipal Air-

port, 3225 N Lear Ave. Casa 

Grande Az.  Acoustic stringed 

instruments only, NO Amps, 

Bluegrass songs preferred.  

Contact Steve Hartwell  

steve@arizonabluegrass.com 

JAMS & OPEN MICS 
All DBA-sponsored jams are temporarily cancelled due to public health warnings relating to the 

coronavirus. Once resumed, they will be listed on the calendar at www.desertbluegrass.org.   

Below is the previous list of other, related jams.   

Check local contacts for current and future scheduling. 
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ASSOCIATIONS 

Arizona Bluegrass Association 

1831 W. Cloud Place 

Phoenix, AZ  85086 

Mark Jurich, Chairman 

markj@arizonabluegrass.com  

218-390-7342 

www.arizonabluegrass.com 

International Bluegrass Music 

Association 

4206 Gallatin Pk. 

Nashville, TN 37216  

Phone 615-256-3222 | Toll Free 1-888-438-4262  

Email info@ibma.org  | www.ibma.org 

Hall of Fame Bluegrass Music & Museum 

311 West Second St. 

Owensboro, KY 42301 

270-926-7891 

888-MY BANJO (toll-free) 
 

Arizona Old Time Fiddlers Association 

www.arizonaoldtimefiddlers.org/index.html 

Arizona Old Time Fiddlers Association, Southern 

Arizona Chapter 

3020 W. Avenida Cresta 

Tucson, AZ 85745 

Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 

Southwest Old Time String Band Association 

wotgathering.com/  

Tucson Friends of Traditional Music 

www.facebook.com/Tucson-Friends-of-

Traditional-Music-91279619523/ 

tucsoncontradancers.org/ 

Tucson Kitchen Musicians Association 

www.tucsonfolkfest.org/ 

www.facebook.com/TucsonFolkFest/ 
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Desert Bluegrass Association 

12589 E. Calle Tango 

Tucson,  AZ  85749 

First name:      Last name: 

Street Address:     City:   State:  Zip:  

Home phone:     Cell phone: 

Email address: 

Do you wish to be included in the Membership Directory? (check one)    Yes    No 

What instruments do you play? Banjo Bass Fiddle Guitar
 Mandolin Resonator Guitar other 

Check here if you wish to receive the  DBA Grass Clippings Newsletter by mail  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

Phone:  760-0993 

cawothe@cox.net 

Membership dues for the Desert Bluegrass Association are $20 annually per family, due March 1st, and includes bulk 

mailing of the bi-monthly newsletter to each member. or email delivery in color. 

Members joining after November of any year will have their membership extended through the next year. Those 

joining before November must renew the following March 1st. 

Complete this form then mail it, along with your personal check or money order payable to Desert 
Bluegrass Association, to: 

Mike Headrick (DBA Membership Secretary) 
13308 Placita el Algodon 

Tucson, AZ 85749 

www.DesertBluegrass.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 

PERMIT NO. 1830 

MEMBER OF THE DESERT BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION 

Cut out this box 

The mailing label is now your DBA membership card 

December 2020—January 2021     
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