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Editor’s Note:  The following article is reprinted with permission from Desert Leaf Magazine (Vol. 27, 
No. 4, Apr. 2013, pp 41-43.).  The article was written by Karen Smith, a local freelance writer. 

BLUEGRASS IN THE DESERT 
by Karen Smith 

When you think about Tucson, what’s the first thing that comes to mind? Believe it 
or not, for lots of people the answer is bluegrass music! Like our gorgeous sunsets 
and stately saguaros, bluegrass is a major part of the personality of southern 
Arizona. 

How bluegrass became so popular in Tucson is a mystery today. From the oldest 
bluegrass songs and melodies, we know that early English, Scottish and Irish 
settlers brought their instruments to America and played the tunes of their native 

countries. Banjos, fiddles and mandolins were part of their immigration journey. In some cases, 
washtubs and washboards, and even spoons became part of their sound. 

The term “bluegrass” specifically refers to the genre of music that evolved from this immigrant music 
and was championed in the 1940s by American musician Bill Monroe (1911-1996) and his band, Bill 
Monroe and the Blue Grass Boys, named for Monroe’s home state of Kentucky. 

In a bluegrass band, traditionally one or more instruments carry the melody, and then each of the 
instruments, individually, takes a turn playing the melody, with improvisations. These are called 
breakdowns, and the best of them feature musicians playing faster than water drops dancing on a 
hot griddle. 

The breakdown portions of bluegrass songs encourage musicians to develop speed and 
improvisational skills. Various festivals and associations hold competitions that bestow coveted 
awards that recognize these skills. Like many states, Arizona awards exemplary musicianship at an 
annual competition. There are flatpicking contests (for players who use a pick to strike the strings, a 
style that began in the 1930s) and fingerpicking competitions (for players who use their individual 
fingers to strike the strings). 

A host of national and world bluegrass champions live here in Tucson, which is part of the reason 
we have so much wonderful music in our own backyard. One notable is Peter McLaughlin, who 
moved to Tucson in the early ’80s. A native Virginian, his family called bluegrass music their own, 
and he began playing at an early age. 

McLaughlin has a string of competition victories, among them the Arizona State Guitar 
Championship, the Telluride Bluegrass Guitar Championship, and the National Flatpick Guitar 
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Geoff Fox     (520) 731-3601  geoffqfox@hotmail.com 
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Andy MacLeod    (520) 237-9832  rivermapper@gmail.com 
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Paul “Doc” Simpson    (520) 298-9746  crimeshrink@gmail.com 
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TUCSON’S 14
TH

 ANNUAL 
DESERT BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 

PRESENTED BY THE DESERT BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION 

Hi folks, 

In the last issue of Grass Clippings we announced that our 14
th
 festival will 

be October 25, 26 and 27, 2013 at the beautiful AVA Amphitheater.  
We have now almost completed our band lineup and what a great lineup it 
is. 

Joe Mullins and the Radio Ramblers will headline our festival!!!  They 
are the IBMA Emerging Artists of the Year.  Here is what some people are 
saying about their performances.  “Your show was one of the best we’ve 
had here in Sparta for our Liberty Square: A Lester Flatt Celebration.  The 

audience loved you and you were a pleasure to work with! – Jeff Young, Mayor, Sparta, TN.  “We 
saw your show in Mt. Holly Springs and you are the finest examples of TASTE, TONE and TIMING” 
– Mary Wohler, Pennsylvania.  “You guys did awesome at the Clifton Opera House.  I’m only 14 and 
surprisingly, I can’t get enough of bluegrass and classic country music.  I got Rambler’s Call and 
Hymns for the Hill and I can never turn ‘em off” – Brandon Newton, Ohio.  But you don’t have to take 
other folk’s word on it.  Come and see them yourself in October.  Find more at their website 
www.radioramblers.com. 

Jeff Scroggins and Colorado are coming down from Colorado. Our friend, Ken Seamen, of the 
Bluegrass Patriots has this to say about them:  “Jeff Scroggins and Colorado is an electrifying new 
band from the Rocky Mountains.  Jeff is one of the world’s premier masters of the banjo and plays 
with a precision, drive and timing that are unequaled anywhere.  Lead singer Greg Blake’s strong 
vocals are delivered with conviction, style and clarity.  Add the talented Tristin Scroggins on 
mandolin, KC Groves’ solid bass fiddle and vocals, and the soulful fiddle of Annie Savage and you 
have a world class band that would add to any event, gathering or festival” Learn more about Jeff 
and his exciting band at www.jeffscrogginsandcolorado.com. 

The Tuttles is a talented family band from Palo Alto, CA - father, daughter and two sons.  The next 
generation of bluegrass is here.  This young, super talented band is composed of singers and multi-
instrumentalists who have been playing music since they were barely old enough to hold a pick. The 
band has received numerous awards: Best Band for two years in a row from the Northern California 
Bluegrass Society.  Molly Tuttle voted best guitarist, Michael Tuttle the best mandolin player and 
Jack Tuttle the best fiddler. Best Vocalist award went to Molly in 2012.  This band receives standing 
ovations wherever they play because of their youthful, vibrant performances of old traditional tunes 
and tasteful new originals.  Learn more at thetuttleswithajlee.com 

Thomas Porter and the Copper River Band  are returning to Tucson. Chris Spector from the 
Midwest Record writes “Hanging out on that corner where country and bluegrass meet up like the 
old friends they are, this is a fully realized date that finds Porter in the same league of the Roys, 
Grascals and Steep Canyon Rangers.  An absolutely unexpected treat, this is first class, unaffected 
Americana that comes straight from the heart if not the heartland.  Well done.” Learn more at 
www.copperriverband.com. 

The Jam Pak Blues ‘N’ Grass Neighborhood Band will perform on Saturday.  We welcome Anni 
and her crew for the 13

th
 year!  The Desert Heart Bluegrass Band - our band 

Continued on Page   5 
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contest winner from last year - will perform both Saturday and Sunday. Two great Tucson bands will 
“bookend” the festival.  The Greg Morton Band will open the festival Saturday and The Old Pueblo 
Bluegrass Band will close the show on Sunday.  Rounding out the performances will be the top 
three winners from our Friday Evening Band Contest – that could even be you! 
You should seriously consider entering our Band Contest.  Again this year it will be a benefit for the 
Tucson Community Food Bank – bring food and we will give you a free raffle ticket. Members of the 
Radio Ramblers will judge the contest and the top three bands share $700 cash prize. What a great 
opportunity - perform in a fantastic venue before an enthusiastic audience. For the rules and an 
entry form, go to our website.  

Add an exciting band scramble, workshops, vendors, jamming and dry camping and you have an 
exciting and fun weekend in store. Make sure that you have the weekend reserved on your calendar 
and watch www.desertbluegrass.org for updates.  You may also follow us on facebook at Tucson’s 
Desert Bluegrass Festival. 

Mike Headrick 

TUCSON’S 14
TH

 ANNUAL 
DESERT BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 

(CONTINUED) 

THE 2013 MARANA BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 
by Charlie Sides, DBA Trustee 

The 2013 Marana Bluegrass Festival was held on Sat. 
and Sun., April 13 and 14. This festival is unique as it 
stages all Arizona Bands and is a partnership of the 
Town of Marana, S&S Bluegrass Promotions, the 
Desert Bluegrass Association (DBA) and the Arizona 
Bluegrass Association (ABA). This was the first time 
the two nonprofit organizations, DBA & ABA, have 
combined resources to help stage a festival. They 

were both rewarded for their efforts as all the profits from the festival 
were split equally between the organizations. 

The festival line up had five bands from the greater Tucson area, each playing two sets on different 
days. The five bands selected by the DBA were: Run Boy Run, The Bost Family Tradition, the 

Titan Valley Warheads, Old Pueblo Bluegrass and the Dusty River Boys. 

The festival had seven bands from the greater Phoenix area, three playing two sets on different 
days, and four bands playing one set each. The seven bands selected by the ABA were: 
Superstition Ridge, Grits N Roses, The Real Deal, Cinder Mountain, Nehemiah 4:20, Rusty 

Strings and Desert Heart. 

Many, many positive comments re: the quality of entertainment provided by these Arizona bands. It 
was a pleasure to see and hear bands that you may have never seen before. There was no big rush 
at the entry gate at the start of the festival; instead there was a steady trickle of attendee that 
continued through the day. This happened both days. 

The festival exceeded all expectations as there were a total of 944 in paid Continued on Page   9 

http://www.desertbluegrass.org
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Bill Breen 
Scruggs style banjo by ear  520-544-
2418 

Corrine Cortese 
Fiddle lessons  520-235-3199 

Rudy Cortese 
Banjo lessons  520-954-2103 

Nick Coventry 
Fiddle lessons  805-252-1851 

Greg Morton 
Bluegrass Guitar lessons  520-682-
2558 

Andy McCune 
Bluegrass & clawhammer banjo, man-
dolin, and beginning Dobro  520-869-
6818 

Peter McLaughlin 
Flatpick & bluegrass guitar: Beginner & 
advanced  520-247-1027 

Mike Purdy 
Guitar & mandolin  520-318-0659 

Jeff Sanders 
Guitar & banjo  Chicago Store 
Eastside   850-9802 

J.P. Thom-Gronachan 
Banjo, guitar, mandolin, fiddle, theory  
520-682-6201 

Lora Staples 
Fiddle and Violin lessons 
Location: Online 
RedDesertFiddle.com; 
RedDesertViolin.com  
Email: Lora@RedDesertViolin.com 

INSTRUCTION 

BANDS 
Bear Canyon Ramblers 
Marilyn   520-760-0479 
bluegrassjamboree@gmail.com 
www.bearcanyonramblers.com 

Buffelgrass 
Tim Barrett   520-235-3518 
azslim@theguitargarden.com 
www.buffelgrassband.com 

Crystal Ridge Bluegrass Band 
Brian Davies   520-349-9497 
www.MusicTucson.com  

Cadillac Mountain  
Corrine   520-235-3199 

Crucial County 
Corrine   520-235-3199 

Drops in the River 
Ky Brown   520-664-5125 
Dropsinriver@gmail.com 
www.myspace.com/dropsintheriver 

Dusty River Boys 
Rich Errico  520 818 0358 
Rerrico1@q.com 

Greg Morton 
520-682-2558 

Greenwood Sidee  
giselle.lee@cox.net  
www.facebook.com/
greenwoodsidee  

Jam Pak Blues 'N' Grass Neigh-
borhood Band  
www.jampak.com  
Anni Beach-  480-963-6811  
Chandler, Arizona 

Los Hombres 
Kenny Erickson   520-235-7473 

Old Pueblo Bluegrass 
Reid Griffin  520-349-4321 
http://www.maranafestival.com/old-
pueblo-bluegrass.html 

Peter McLaughlin 
520-247-1027 

Rusty Strings 
Klyle Stall  520-709-1279 
klylen@aol.com 

Superstition Ridge Bluegrass 
Band  
Larry Martell 480-588-5552 
lpmartell@cox.net 

The Bost Family Tradition 
Jeff Bost   520-432-5053 
JeffBost@earthlink.net 

The Real Deal Band  
Carlos Saldana 480-233-3241  
www.facebook.com/realdealband  
the_realdealband@yahoo.com  

Titan Valley Warheads 
Ed Davenport   520-904-6050 
www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/
pages/The-Titan-Valley-
Warheads/161939573828277  

Way Out West 
Emmy Creigh   520-323-0704 

Whistle Stop 
Carol Pearse   970-375-9428 
Whistlestopbluegrass@gmail.com 
www.whistlestopbluegrass.com 

TO INSTRUCTORS AND BANDS 
 

Would you like your services, band, and or concerts listed on our website 
(www.desertbluegrass.org)? Current DBA members can be listed by sending their 
contact information to Andy MacLeod at desertbluegrasswebmaster@gmail.com. Refer 
to the 'Links' tab on the homepage for the bands and instructors. For band concert 
information I will do my best to get your listing posted in a timely manner onto the 
'Events - Concerts' tab. Please send me plain text with the details for the webpage. A 

pdf flyer can also be posted as a link from the Concerts page.  

callto:+1235-3518
http://www.desertbluegrass.org
mailto:desertbluegrasswebmaster@gmail.com
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TOMBSTONE 'TUNE IT OR DIE' SHOWDOWN 

March 22-24, 2013 
By Geoff Fox, DBA Trustee 

As Trail Boss and duly legalized deputy banjo picker I'm obligated to provide the 

membership with a report on our recent efforts to clean up the noise pollution on 

Allen street in Tombstone. 

The fun began on Friday morning and, as has become the routine, I 

rendezvoused with Ontario Jack McMeeken at Fry's on south Houghton, to lay in 

our grubstake. We then climbed aboard his RV and meandered down Benson 

way to break bread at the local McDonalds, filling our bellies with a big Mac, fries 

and a big cola drink. The day continued getting better as a 

result of a mess up with our orders by the McDonald folks 

that resulted in their giving us, free of charge, a third Big 

Mac meal. Of course the downside was we ended up 

loading up on another 5-600 calories on top of the 1100 we 

had originally contracted for. But shuckins', we were on an 

important mission and needed all the energy we could 

store. So we ended up chortling in our joy! 

While consuming these victuals we outlined our strategy 

for the Saturday party and of course discussed, as well as 

took care of, a lot of other, less important world business problems needing attending too. 

We arrived at our camp site north of town (The Tombstone RV Park and Resort ) by early afternoon, 

checked in and inquired about any recent difficulties on Allen street. The good folks at the Resort, 

now under new management, said things had been relatively quiet of late but never-the-less 

expressed to gratefulness to see us and their heartfelt hopes that we could bring some semblance of 

order and good cheer their way. We assured them that everything was now under control and went 

about setting up our campsite. 

I was a bit dismayed that by evening only about 5-6 DBA RV'ers had drawn up, and was beginning 

to get a bit concerned about how many pickers were going to show. This did not prevent those 

present from jamming in the community room that night however, where we were joined by Rudy, 

who wandered in from his quest ranch with two nice young men whom he was instructing in the 

mysteries of bluegrass. 

Come Saturday morning a jam eventually got going with our still depleted crew. As the morning wore 

on the turnout was becoming a bit disappointing as none of the old regulars from Phoenix had 

showed up and only a few stragglers from Tucson were making an appearance. So regrettably, I 

was unable to field enough pickers enthusiastic enough to go into town and set things straight on 

Allen Street. We did, however, enjoy ourselves picking at the RV park, even though most of us broke 

for afternoon naps. A number of pickers from our Workshops wandered in Continued on Page   8 
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GREAT WEBSITES 
Desert Bluegrass Association 
www.desertbluegrass.org 

Arizona Bluegrass Association 
www.arizonabluegrass.com 

Bluegrass Arizona Blog 
www.bluegrassarizona.blogspot.com 

Daily Dose of Bluegrass; 
www.bluegrassonthetube.com 

Bluegrass Lyrics 
http://bluegrasslyrics.com/ 

Bluegrass Tablature 
http://www.alltabs.com/
bluegrass_tabs.php 

Guitar: 
www.bluegrassguitar.com/ 

Fiddle:  
www.fiddlehangout.com  

Banjo: 
www.banjohangout.org 

Bass: 
www.bluegrassbassplace.com  

Mandolin: 
www.mandohangout.com/ 

Dobro: 
www.reso-nation.org 
www.resohangout.com 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW & RETURNING MEMBERS 

during the afternoon 

wondering where everyone 

was. They had first looked 

for us in town and failing to 

find anyone came out to 

the park to see what was 

what. I directed them back 

into town and heard later 

that they did succeed in 

getting to jam going at the 

Four Deuces - so all was 

not lost on Allen Street. 

By dinnertime, a 

considerably larger group 

had congregated for our 

potluck, which as always 

was a smashing success as far as I was concerned. I found myself trading war 

TOMBSTONE 'TUNE IT OR DIE' SHOWDOWN 
(CONTINUED) 

Continued on Page   10 

New Members: 
 

Bandit and Belle  Tombstone 
Tony Davenport  UK 
Bill & Susan Heiss  Casper, WY 
Holly & Dewayne Tripp Tucson 
 

 
 
Sarah Hocking  Tucson 
Dan & Karen Hocking Yuma 
Kati Standefer  Tucson 
Teresa Metz   Tucson 
Trudy Wilson   Tucson 
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attendance which enabled the festival to make a profit. I must 
give credit to the many Volunteers from both the DBA and the 
ABA. Without their help, there would have been no festival. 

It appears certain that the Town of Marana will want to continue 

with this annual festival and thoughts of “how to improve” in 

2014 are being evaluated. Mark your calendar, the next Marana 

Bluegrass Festival will be on April 12 and 13, 2014. 

THE 2013 MARANA BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 
(CONTINUED) 

2013 DBA FESTIVAL COMMITTEE IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!! 
GO TO http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040E44A5A723A46-2013 

AND SIGN UP. 
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stories about Germany in the late '50s, 

early '60s with a number of other vets. 

The food was great and I want to here 

thank everyone who contributed to this 

effort with special thanks to Virginia 

Nibble who, as in the past, got the 

whole show running smoothly. For 

some reason I seem to operate on the 

belief that these kind of affairs 

organize themselves spontaneously - 

sort of like fractals - WRONG! 

After dinner the instruments came out 

and a big jam ensued lasting almost 

three hours. Some of the jammers left 

for town to pick. 

TOMBSTONE 'TUNE IT OR DIE' SHOWDOWN 
(CONTINUED) 

Continued on Page   19 
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Championship. His CDs have received critical acclaim for 
both his technical mastery of the guitar and his unique vocal 
style.  

“From the earliest days that I traveled here, I didn’t expect it 
but Tucson was filled with all kinds of music and everyone 
was so welcoming. Relative to the size of our population 
here, we just attract more artists, and lots of them are 
bluegrass players,” says McLaughlin. “Tucson’s got so 
many resources, so much support. It’s the perfect home for 
bluegrass musicians and that’s what drew so many of us 
here.” 

In addition to his performing schedule, McLaughlin takes on 
guitar students of all ages and can testify to the fact that a 
whole new generation is interested in bluegrass music. 
“Many of the kids I’m giving lessons to are so young I have 
to visit their homes for the lessons: it’ll be years until they 
can drive!” he laughs. His adult students range from 
beginners to advanced players who want to learn from a 
flatpicking legend. 

One of the bands McLaughlin has played in is The Titan 
Valley Warheads. Founded right here in the Old Pueblo, the 
group came together more than 30 years ago, and over the 
decades dozens of different musicians have played in this 

enduring band. The single constant is founder Gary Kuitert, on mandolin, dobro and vocals. For the 
past score of years, fingerpicking champion Earl Edmonson has played guitar, harmonica and 
vocals, and stand-up bassist Ed Davenport 
has provided the backbone and vocals. 
Later additions, Andy McCune (on banjo) 
and Tom Rhodes (on fiddle), round out the 
ensemble. 

“The history of our band really shows what 
Tucson’s about,” says Davenport. “There’s 
a cooperation amongst local musicians 
that makes everything possible. Many of 
us play in more than one band, and we all 
fill in for others when the need arises. 
Bluegrass music is a true community 
here.” 

Both Davenport and McLaughlin agree 
that the Desert Bluegrass Association 
(DBA, www.desertbluegrass.org) fosters 
that kind of good fellowship among its 

BLUEGRASS IN THE DESERT 
(CONTINUED) 

Continued on Page   18 

http://www.desertbluegrass.org/
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THE 2013 MARANA BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 
PHOTO ALBUM 

FESTIVAL SOUND 
ENGINEERING 

WRIST-BAND 
TECHNICIANS 

AT WORK 

GRITS N ROSES 
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THE 2013 MARANA BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 
PHOTO ALBUM 

(CONTINUED) 

RUN BOY RUN 

THE DUSTY RIVER 
BOYS 

DESERT HEART 
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S M T W T F S 
      1  

2  3  4  5  6  7  8  

9  1 0  1 1  1 2  1 3  1 4  1 5  

1 6  1 7  1 8  1 9  2 0  2 1  2 2  

2 3  2 4  2 5  2 6  2 7  2 8  2 9  

3 0        

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

JAM 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Rincon Market 

 2513 E. 6th St . 

 

JAM 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Udall Park 
Ramada 

7200 E. Tanque 
Verde Road  

JAM 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Pinnacle Peak 
Restaurant 

6541 E. Tanque 
Verde Rd. 

JAM 

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Music & Arts 

8320 Thornydale 
Rd Suite 150/170   

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

 

 

WORKSHOP 
(NW SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Marana Community 
Center 

 13251 N Lon Adams 
Rd., Marana 

 JAM 

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Thirsty’s Neigh-
borhood Grill 

2422 N. Pantano  

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

 

D BA Ev e nts  

J une  2 0 13  



PAGE 15 VOLUME 18  ISSUE 2  GRASS CLIPPINGS  

S M T W T F S 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  

7  8  9  1 0  1 1  1 2  1 3  

1 4  1 5  1 6  1 7  1 8  1 9  2 0  

2 1  2 2  2 3  2 4  2 5  2 6  2 7  
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JAM 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Rincon Market 

 2513 E. 6th St . 

 

JAM 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Udall Park 
Ramada 

7200 E. Tanque 
Verde Road  

JAM 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Pinnacle Peak 
Restaurant 

6541 E. Tanque 
Verde Rd. 

JAM 

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Thirsty’s Neigh-
borhood Grill 

2422 N. Pantano  

JAM 

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Music & Arts 

8320 Thornydale 
Rd Suite 150/170   

 

 

 

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

JAM 

5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 

Emeritus Senior 
Living 

 8151 E. Broadway 

 

 WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

WORKSHOP 
(NW SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Marana Community 
Center 

 13251 N Lon Adams 
Rd., Marana 

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 
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THE 2013 MARANA BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 
PHOTO ALBUM 

(CONTINUED) 

FESTIVAL 
MANAGEMENT + 1 

THE CLOGGERS 

ABA & DBA 
BOOTHS 
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THE 2013 MARANA BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 
PHOTO ALBUM 

(CONTINUED) 

OLD PUEBLO 
BLUEGRASS 

NORTHWEST AREA 
BLUEGRASS FANS 

KAYLEIGH, McKENNA 
& 

FRIEND 
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BLUEGRASS IN THE DESERT 
(CONTINUED) 

members. DBA began in 1995 and 
has provided workshops and 
concerts ever since. For the past 13 
years, it has put on Tucson’s Desert 
Bluegrass Festival. The 2012 festival 
was held at AVA Amphitheater, in 
October. The three-day event 
brought more than a thousand fans 
of the genre together for a knee-
slapping, toe-tapping, fingerpicking 
good time. 

Mike Headrick is currently DBA’s 
secretary. He moved to Tucson in 
1990 and found it hard to find a good 
bluegrass band playing in town, but 
he did meet lots of talented 
bluegrass musicians. Several of 

them ended up getting together to form the association in 1995. Since then, growth has been steady. 

“We started with monthly jams, which are informal get-togethers where everyone is encouraged to 
come and play and sing, beginners and old pros alike,” explains Headrick, adding that today there 
are seven or eight jams each month at different locations around the city. 

The last DBA festival, was headlined by 21-year-old mandolin virtuoso Sierra Hull. “We’re seeing a 
whole new generation come to bluegrass,” says Headrick. Also on the bill was SiriusXM bluegrass 
DJ Chris Jones and his band, along with third-generation player Mark Phillips and his band. 

“We try and mix local and national talent over the course of the event,” says Headrick. 

During the year, DBA hosts a band contest with $1,000 in prize money ($500 for first place) and the 
winner is guaranteed a performing spot at the next Desert Bluegrass Festival. 

The competition also features the Drop of the Hat Band Scramble. Headrick describes the contest: 
Every guitar player in the room puts his name into one jar…every fiddler into another…every 
mandolin and dobro player into another…every bass player into another. The names are shaken up, 
and the judges draw one name from each jar to create an instant band. Those players are called to 
the stage and given 30 seconds to select a song that they then perform for the eager crowd. 

“It’s loads of fun,” says Headrick, “like watching a dog dance…not that the dog was so good, just 
amazed that it can do it at all!”  

DBA now hosts two weekly workshops (one on the east side, one on the west side). The east side 
gathering routinely brings about 50 musicians of all skill levels together to expand their skill sets. 

DBA now co-sponsors a second festival, in the spring, in Marana, focusing more on local bands. 
This year, it will be held Saturday and Sunday, April 13 and 14, from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily, in 
Marana’s Ora Mae Harn Park. Ten bands will perform each day. Camping facilities are available, 
ensuring there’ll be plenty of jamming opportunities day and night. 

Continued on Page   19 
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Part of the reason Tucson’s bluegrass community survives and thrives is the many opportunities the 
city presents to musicians to play the music they love. Whether it’s a Downtown club with a youthful 
audience or an east side bar with a cast of regulars, there are venues throughout Tucson that 
regularly put bluegrass music on the schedule. 

The two-day folk festival Tucson Meet Yourself, mounted each year by Tucson Kitchen Musicians 
Association, features dozens of bluegrass acts as well as workshops by many of the city’s top 
performers. 

The new Monterey Court Studio Galleries & Café includes bluegrass performances in its live music 
series on Wednesday and Saturday nights. The Boondocks, perhaps best known for hosting blues in 
the Old Pueblo, regularly has bluegrass acts on the bill as well, while Old Town Artisans at La 
Cocina has bluegrass on its all-weather patio every Friday night…the list goes on. In short, if you’ve 
a hankering to hear some bluegrass music, odds are there’s a band playing in your neighborhood. 

Come Saturday morning, the best way to hear bluegrass music is to turn on your radio. Tucson’s 
very own KXCI (91.3) presents Milo Solujic’s bluegrass show every weekend from 10 a.m. until 
noon. Solujic is only a part-time disc jockey. As a fiddle player and vocalist, he joins Joe Reighley on 
guitar and banjo, Joel Dvoskin on bass and guitar, and Slim Edelman on mandolin, in Los Hombres, 
a Tucson bluegrass band. 

Solujic has also performed in Crystal Ridge (as has Peter McLaughlin), a revolving group of 
bluegrass musicians that changes as folks come to and go from southern Arizona.  

And that might actually be the secret to the success of bluegrass music here: Tucson’s the kind of 
place where we meet our neighbors, find common interests and truly connect. 

BLUEGRASS IN THE DESERT 
(CONTINUED) 

The next morning the remaining RV'ers all began making their preparations to leave. Jack and I 

went into town for breakfast at the Longbranch Saloon - which serves arguably the best breakfast in 

Arizona. 

 Note: I'm really  slightly partial to the La Casa Del Rancho in Quartsite AZ, but Jack 

and I missed the 11am deadline for  breakfast there earlier this year on returning from 

the Havasu Bluegrass Festival so I cannot attest that they have maintained their 

exquisite cuisine!!. They do/did have some of the cheapest palatable coffee this side 

of the Mississippi. 

In any case, things broke up by noon and we were headed back to Tucson. 

All-in-all the campout was and continues to be a fun event. We could have used more people, but of 

those who attended everyone enjoyed themselves as far as I could determine. One simply has to 

take part to realize the pleasure of picking out in the desert. I for one regard it as one of life's 

pleasures. 

TOMBSTONE 'TUNE IT OR DIE' SHOWDOWN 
(CONTINUED) 
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Editor’s Note:  Starting with this issue of Grass Clippings, Daniel Stolte will be regularly contributing 
articles on Bluegrass subjects that he wishes to share with the DBA Membership.  A transplant from 
Germany, Dan moved to Arizona in 2005 after falling in love with the desert southwest while 
spending a year as an exchange student at Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff several years 
prior. Dan picked up bluegrass pickin' after attending the 2010 Desert Bluegrass Festival. Before 
that, he admits he didn't know bluegrass festivals existed. His love for country and Americana music 
goes back to his teenage years in Germany, when he would stay up late to tune into the country's 
lone, once-a-week country charts radio show and special-order records from the US. 

DAN’S YARNS 

BOOK REVIEW 
THE CARTER FAMILY 

Don’t Forget This Song 

A delightful graphic novel tells the story of the first superstar 
group of country music 

I don’t know about you, but for me, a story chronicling the life of 
the Carter Family and their musical in rural America during the 
Great Depression evokes mental images of frozen smiles in 
faded photographs, stilted speech and scratchy mono 
recordings. 

So what were writer Frank M. Young and illustrator David Lasky 
thinking when they teamed up to tell the story of the Carter 
Family in a comic book? Exactly the right thing, as I found out 
while leafing through “The Carter Family - Don’t Forget This 
Song.” Filled with skillfully crafted illustrations and narrated in the 
Southern accent of the time, the book invites us into the life of 
the Carter Family in a refreshing and easy-to-read way. 

As you tag along with Alvin Pleasant Carter, his wife Sara and 
his sister-in-law, Maybelle Carter, you can feel the sun beating 
down on young Alvin singing his first tunes as a young boy 
working in the tobacco fields; you can smell the flowers by the 
side of the dusty country roads; and you can hear Maybelle 
strumming that giant archtop guitar while Alvin and Sara sing along in harmony. 

Between 1927 – 1943, the Carter Family made some 300 radio recordings, blazing a trail to be 
walked by countless musicians later on, from Woody Guthrie to Waylon Jennings, from Emmylou 
Harris to Elvis Presley. 

Twice a day, the Carters drove across the steel bridge spanning the Rio Grande between Del Rio, 
Texas and Ciudad Acuña, Mexico to perform at XERA, one of several so-called border blaster radio 
stations. 

Sidestepping US restrictions prohibiting stations to broadcast recorded content, entrepreneurs 
erected powerful antennas on the Mexican side a stone throw from the border, where regulations 
were much more lax, to broadcast their programs into the US.  Continued on Page   22 
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XERA was owned and operated by one of the various faith 
healers, hucksters and quacks that were behind many of the 
border radio stations. They hired musicians like the Carter 
Family to draw listeners into the program and perform live on air 
in between commercials advertising anything from “crazy water 
crystals” to autographed pictures of Jesus.  

Had it not been for the Carter Family, many an old song would 
have gone the way of the snake oils, covered by the dust of 
time, and before long, forgotten.  

Like an entomologist roaming the countryside in search of 
butterflies, Alvin Pleasant Carter spent much of his life walking 
across the Clinch Mountains in Virginia in the early 20th 
century, searching for songs. We see him walk up to 
farmhouses, front porches and gatherings, where he would stop 
and listen, take notes, then walk back home, and sing the tunes 
with Sara and Maybelle. We see them fiddle with arrangements, 
experiment with keys and practice until they had the song down 
pat. 

The book takes us with us when Alvin meets Sara for the first 
time; we follow their courtship and the beginnings of their 

family. The authors skillfully develop the fascinating character of Alvin Carter, a man struggling to 
live the life of a family man working the farm – and following his vision and passion as a collector of 
musical traditions. 

We follow Sara as she struggles with the musical success of the group and her daily routine as a 
caretaker of her family; we sense the growing tension and distance between her and her husband. 

We learn interesting little facts and trivia about the places and the times where this story took place. 
Much of what we take for granted today with regard to music performance, live concerts, the 
emergence and evolution of the recording industry – goes back to the times of the Carter Family. We 
learn what it’s like to sing into “the horn” of the first phonographic recoding machines, we chuckle at 
the first clumsy attempts of entertaining the audience during the “embarrassing” task of tuning the 
guitar between songs, and we are witness to the group’s way of dealing with a crowd of fans who 
want to see their show but can’t afford the admission. 

Signature songs of the Carter Family like “Wildwood Flower,” I’m Thinking Tonight of My Blue Eyes,” 
and “Can the Circle Be Unbroken?” remain standards of the American country-folk songbook. 
Restlessly searching for new material all the time, Alvin Pleasant Carter arranged nearly three 
hundred songs, usually from existing material. 

In the book’s preface, the authors write: “They broke the ground that modern performers take for 
granted. They helped shape the popular song as we know it today. They kindled the flames of 
interest in the vast, rich Anglo-Saxon body of ballads, love songs and narrative that might have 
otherwise vanished on the horizon of the twentieth century. 

BOOK REVIEW 
(CONTINUED) 

Continued on Page   25 
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Southern AZ Old Time Fiddlers 
Assn.  
Southwest Community Center 
Cardinal Ave, Tucson, AZ 
Tuesday 7 PM 
Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 
 
Catalina Mountain Chapter of the AZ 
Old Time Fiddlers Association 
3rd Monday at 7 PM 
Info: Laura 520-743-9491 

 
Tradition Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Sessions 
Tempe, AZ 
Wednesday 7-10 PM 
Call for confirmation of dates 
Info: Howard or Susan 
480-897-7425 
 

Saddlebrooke Jam 
38759 S Mountain View Blvd 
Workshop at 2:30 pm 
Jam 4-6 pm 
Info: Rich  520-881-0358 

 
Open Mic at The Hut on 4th Ave 
Every other Monday 6:30 PM 
Info: Rudy Cortese@gmail.com 
 
Kibbey’s Jam and Open Mic 
Info: Jim Howard, 520-825-9413 
Twin Lakes Drive, Catalina, AZ 
Every Friday Night 6:30 PM–9:00 PM 
 
1st Baptist Church Jam and Open 
Mic 
Wilds Road, Catalina, Arizona 
Info: Jim Howard, 520-825-9413 
Every Saturday, 6:30 PM-9:00 PM 

Anderson’s Traditional Acoustic 
BLUEGRASS Jam Sessions 
The Anderson's, Tempe, AZ 
Info: Howard & Susan Anderson - 
(480)897-7425 
Howard's web sites: 
www.astroshow.com & 
www.AZcendant.com 
Howard’s email: 
handy13@mindspring.com 
Susan's web site: 
www.carcinoidinfo.info 
Susan's e-mail: Sunny-
Susan@Cox.Net 
ALL jams, will be held on the 2nd Wed. 
evening each month, 7 P.M. until 10 
P.M. (NO JAM IN SEPT) 

JAMS & OPEN MICS 
DBA sponsored jams are listed at www.desertbluegrass.org & on the enclosed calendar. 
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Each short chapter is named after a Carter Family song; the drawings are colorful, yet not overdone, 
keeping with the down-to-earth atmosphere of the time and place where the story takes place; an 
audio CD with rare radio recordings is included. 

The book reminds us that the Carter Family has a message for those of us who enjoy, play, sing and 
safeguard the musical treasures of those who came before us: Don’t forget this song! So enjoy this 
book, then grab your fiddle, or banjo, or mandolin or what-have-you, come to the DBA workshops 
and help us make ole Alvin Carter proud! 

The Carter Family – Don’t Forget This Song 

A graphic novel by Frank M. Young and David Lasky 

Abrams ComicArt books, New York 2012 

MSRP $24,95 

More about the Carter Family on the Web:  

For an NPR special on the Carter Family, check out http://www.honkytonks.org/showpages/
carterfamily.htm  

Watch a phonograph record being cut (literally!) using the “recording horn” on YouTube: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJXDtrq4McY or google “Edison Museum Wax Cylinder Recording 
Session.” 

BOOK REVIEW 
(CONTINUED) 
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decision for me to review this album over all 
others.  

When I listened carefully to all the songs on 
this album, I found that I could not stop 
listening! Don Rigsby plays mandolin, James 
Alan Shelton is on guitar, Ron Stewart is 
playing fiddle with Matt Hooper playing second 
fiddle on a couple of the tunes. Barry Bales is 
holding all of this great music together with his 
clean bass playing. 

"The Daughter of Geronimo" was written by 
Ralph Stanley and Wendy Smith. This is a fine 
song, and one I have never heard. Peter 
Rowan's "Wild Geese Cry Again" is number 4. 
Little Maggie number 5. Banjo playing so 
clean and pretty. "Home in the Mountains" a 
Rick Stanley tune is next with Ricky Scaggs 
singing baritone. Number 7 is "I only Exist", 
written by Joyce Morris and Jimmie Stanley. 

"Sinner Man" is sung by Don with Lloyd 
Herring taking the baritone and Clyde Marshall 
singing bass. "Six More Miles" a Hank 
Williams song and 

DOCTOR’S ORDERS - A TRIBUTE TO RALPH STANLEY 
DON RIGSBY 

REBEL RECORDS 
Review By Marilyn Ryan Hulbert 

"The Doctor's in" - Ralph Stanley speaks and 
Don Rigsby's clear, melodious, mountain voice 
begins to sing. The song was written by Don 
and Larry Cordle. Steve Sparkman is the 
banjo player on most of the songs. "Go see 
the mountain doctor any time you've got the 
blues. His Clinch mountain music will take 
away your pain." "His nurse is Pretty Polly". 

The banjo sounds like what Ralph might be playing. The break is 
"Clinch Mountain Backstep." OK - I am loving this already. I am a 
huge Larry Cordle fan, and have always loved the way Don 
Rigsby sings. He gently and flawlessly slides from note to note, 
putting his own, inimitable style on every song. 

From the pile of new music on my desk (there are really some great new offerings), I looked through 
and noticed that Don Rigsby chose, for the second song on this album, one by a singer-songwriter 
that I have loved for many years - Jesse Winchester. "Brand New Tennessee Waltz" made the 

Continued on Page   27 
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ASSOCIATIONS 

Arizona Bluegrass Association 
7257 N. 50th Dr. 
Glendale, AZ 85301 
Jan Zales--Chair 
jan@arizonabluegrass.com 
www.azbluegrass.org 

International Bluegrass Music Association 
2 Music Circle South, Suite 100  
Nashville, TN 37203  
615-256-3222 
Toll Free: 1-888-438-4262  
http://www.ibma.org 

International Bluegrass Music Museum 
Museum Entrance:  117 Daviess Street 
Mailing Address:  207 East Second Street 
         Owensboro, KY 42303 
         270-926-7891 
         888-MY BANJO (toll-free) 

So. Arizona Old Time Fiddlers Association 
3020 W. Avenida Cresta 
Tucson, AZ 85745 
Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 

Tucson Friends of Traditional Music 
Info: 520-408-6181 
www.tftm.org 

Tucson Kitchen Musicians Association 
PO Box 26531 
Tucson, AZ 85726 
www.tkma.org 

Tucson Old Time Music Circle 
Banjo_brad@thegrid.net 
Brad 520-818-0260 
www.totmc.org 

DOCTOR’S ORDERS - A TRIBUTE TO RALPH STANLEY 

(CONTINUED) 

"Walking up this Hill on Decoration Day" written by Ronnie Preston, and then "Medicine Springs" by 
Bill Grant and Ralph Stanley are heard. 

Number 12 is "Tennessee Truck Driving Man", a Tom T. Hall tune, with Ricky Scaggs singing some 
harmony, "The Water Lily" is 13 and "Traveling The Highway Home" by the Bailes Brothers is the 
final song. Ralph frails the banjo on this one. 

This is an album about fine vocals, sweet, perfect, bluegrass harmony, beautiful arrangements, a 
fiddle that cries, and great songs!!! Sometimes you'll hear that mountain model sound that Ralph 
Stanley is so famous for - he just grew up with that sound - oh boy!!! this is such a great album.... 

Thank you Rebel Records for getting this to me before the release date of May 22. Don's story in the 
liner notes tells of how he met Ralph Stanley when he was a young boy and how his life was 
changed forever... 

I love this album!!! 

"The banjo is such a happy instrument--you can't play a sad song on the banjo it 
always comes out so cheerful. Doom, despair, & agony on high...see you just can't 
do it." --Steve Martin 
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